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Message From Our President, Kathleen Roseti 
 
As members of the Buffalo Association of the Ladies of Charity, we enrich our 
own lives by putting our talents, time and experience to work on causes that benefit 
families and communities - to live our faith - to practice both spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy. And we have a lot of fun doing it! 

I write to you to request your help! First, please take the time to renew your 
membership. The next membership period starts August 1st and runs through July 31st of next 
year. A separate mailing will be sent requesting your dues renewal. 

Next, I need your help in recruiting the next group to join our association so that we can continue 
to help those in need.   I ask you: Why did you become a Lady of Charity, and why would your 
friends, relatives and acquaintances also consider joining? 

I offer you the following: 

Spirituality - a chance to practice your faith through prayer and devotion. 

Community - a chance to help the less fortunate in your own towns and cities 

Service - a chance to give back to your community through corporal works of mercy 

Social - a chance to meet other people with similar hopes and values and be part of a pleasant 
social group - and have fun! 

Enclosed in this issue of the Charity Link is a fact sheet: “Who We Are”, describing our 
foundation, history and mission. Please Share it! (including with your parish priests). We are after 
all, the longest standing women’s lay organization in the WORLD!  In closing, my final request is 
that you personally ask just one woman, young or old, to consider our organization - help them to 
experience the gifts of spirituality, community, service and socializing with other faith filled 
women. The future of our organization requires each of us to consider who will follow us. Watch 
for a “Meet and Greet” event being planned for new or potential members in the near future.  
Hopefully, you and/or your prospective member can join us there to learn more. If I can be of any 
help, do not hesitate to contact me at our LOC Center at 716-895-4001. 
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Mission Statement 

Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organiza-
tion of women volunteers embracing the ideals of 
Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac.  
We inspire and encourage each other while working 
with the needy to break the cycle of poverty in our 
communities and in our world. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 

Sept 7—Sept 9, 2023:  
LOC National Assembly: 
At The Buffalo Hyatt 
 
 
 
 
 

*************************** 
 

Saturday October 14:, 
2023:  
   
Style Show : 
 
includes silent auction and 
basket raffle.  
New location:  Grapevine, 
Dick Road in Depew. 
See enclosed insert. 

Members:  The LOC ministries are in need of the following items. 
If you can donate any of them, it would be greatly appreciated: 
 New bath towels, hand towels and washcloths. 
 New bed sheets, new pots and pans. 
 New ‘onsies’ up to 9 mos size, and childed’s clothes size 6 and above. 

 
We now collect your Dash’s Market receipts.  Dash’s Market gives us a rebate 

check for turning in receipts.  Please send your receipts into us if you are not using 



 

 

Director’s Corner, by Julie Lulek 

 
A few weeks ago, we had our volunteer recognition luncheon.  

This is a day that we say “thank you” and share appreciation for all 

 that you do, in your parishes and/or at the center on Broadway.   

While we realize that the number is significantly under-reported – we know that Ladies of 
Charity served at least 22,000 hours over the past year.  In that time, thousands of commu-
nity members on the East Side of Buffalo have been served as they shopped for affordable 
clothes in the store.  Additionally, through other programs and ministries, thousands of oth-
ers in our community have been served.  

454 children received a backpack filled with school supplies 
1,278 children received Christmas gifts through our toy program 
500 homebound older adults received a holiday gift bag 
94 babies received a new Layette package 
1,131 individuals received a Fresh Start package 
1,424 individuals received a clothing referral and were able to shop for free 
 

But we know that volunteering does not just impact those that we serve as clients.  Volun-
teering has numerous personal benefits for older adults themselves. Studies have shown 
that engaging in volunteer activities improves mental and physical well-being. It provides a 
sense of purpose, reduces feelings of isolation, and enhances social connections. By volun-
teering, our volunteers find new friendships, forge meaningful relationships, and cultivate a 
strong sense of belonging.  Interestingly, the data also shows that individuals between the 
ages of 35 and 54 are the most likely to volunteer their time.  So, grab a friend or family 
member and engage them in the good work that you do!  

 
Enjoy the summer!  I look forward to seeing you in September as we host the Ladies of 
Charity National Assembly here in Buffalo!  

Best,     Julie 

Party Saturday :  
On Saturday, May 6th, approximately 80 Ladies of Charity and 
guests came together at the Outreach Center in Lackawanna for 
Party Saturday.  Over 30 gift cards, 60 Baskets and Split Club 
drawings provided a fun time for all.   A special thank you goes 
out to the many volunteers who made this a successful fundrais-
ing event for LOC including: Ann Marie George, Kathleen 
Sieracki, and the Junior Ladies of Charity. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Crew from St Greg’s that worked on sorting and putting away household goods from  St Greg’s 

collection.  Thank you Ladies! 

front row: Marilyn Leslie, Susan Ward  

2nd row: Katie Ola, Maryann Held, Marge Kirst, Leona Prinzbach, Diane Sippel and Peg Kolber. 

 3rd row:  Mary Ann Dulski, Kathy Roseti, and Patty Vitanza 

 

Junior Ladies of Charity—Cards for Symphony Manor— 

Mothers Day  2023 



 

 

 
 
 At the Mass of Remembrance 

luncheon: Erie County Legislator 

Jeanne Vinal presented a check 

to LOC in the amount of $15,000 

in support of the upcoming 

National Assembly to be held in 

Buffalo in September. 

Holly Walter was also recognized 

and presented a citation for her 

many years and commitment to 

LOC and as the newly elected 

President of LCUSA. 

 

Enrollment of New Members:  Mass celebrated by Rev. Paul W. Steller 

and Deacon John Owczarczak include: Diane Andriaccio, Julie 

Bordonaro, Karen Czajka, Kathy Gennuso, Judy Henning, Theresa 

Milkowski, Adele Napierala, Joan Richmiller.  



 

 

 

Out of Town Day…….. On Monday, June 12
th
, 35 Ladies of Charity car pooled 

together and drove to East Bethany, New York.  When we arrived Rae Snyder wel-
comed us and introduced Fr. Michael LaMarca who gave a brief history of Mary Im-
maculate East Bethany.  From there we visited four parishes including Mary Immac-
ulate Pavilion, St. Isidore Silver Springs, St. Isidore Perry and St. Michael’s Church, 
Warsaw.  A docent at each parish provided a brief history of their church bringing to 
life the rich legacy of the Catholic church in the rural counties of Upstate NY.  This 
group of parishes was the “Pilot Family of Parishes” for the Diocese of Buffalo.  The 
women we met had a positive and hope filled experience with the merger of these 
churches.  The ladies enjoyed a pot luck lunch provided by the Ladies of Charity Pa-
vilion group and the day ended with the celebration of Mass with Fr. LaMarca, fol-
lowed by dessert and coffee in the parish center.   The rain did not dampen the spirit 
of friendship shared by LOC from the Buffalo area, Bergen and Pavilion.    
  

 



 

Help  Needed—Crocheters : to Make Jar Grippers 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies are needed to complete jar grippers with a single crochet around a 5 
inch square. The grippers will be added to the Christmas homebound bags 
on Day of the Poor in November. Supplies will be available at LOC on 
Broadway including the rubber squares and also the thin yarn if you need it. 
You will need approximately an F crochet hook. Deadline for completion is 
October 31. You may also contact Janice Ferguson (716-343-3747) or Mar-
ian Snyder (716-681-2957) for supplies or questions. 

Thanks so much, 

Homebound Co-Chairs,  Janice and Marian 

LCUSA Resources 
 

Did you know there is a “Member’s Resources” section available on LCUSA’s website?  This 
site provides for example, access to LCUSA forms, brochures, newsletters, spirituality reflec-
tions and prayers and the Association Reference Manual (ARM). The ARM is currently being 
updated. One prayer being added is for the wake service for members that have died. It is as fol-
lows: 

 

Recommended Wake Service of Deceased Lady of Charity (based on the Act of Consecration)  
 
Lord Jesus, we recall your words: “I was sick and you visited me, hungry and you gave me food, 
thirsty and you gave me drink; I was naked and you clothed me, imprisoned and you visited me.”   
In response to Your invitation,________consecrated herself to You in the service of those who 
are the victims of poverty in its many forms. In the Spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise 
de Marillac, she reached out in loving service to those who suffer many injustices. Grant her 
now the reward You promised to those who follow you in the way of love for suffering humani-
ty. May_________be greeted by the many people she helped on earth who have preceded her to 
heaven and my they together enjoy Your presence for all eternity. Send, Lord Jesus, others to 
care for Your poor the way__________did. May her virtuous life inspire many to be Your com-
passion in our world and may we who call ourselves Ladies of Charity be ever faithful to the 
promises we have made to see and serve You in the poor. 



 

Junior Ladies of Charity: Spring Update 
 
by Marian Snyder 

 
 Our Junior Ladies of Charity at St. Mary’s Parish in Lancaster have been busy 
this spring spreading cheer to those they serve in our community. Two of our girls 
volunteered at the LOC Party Saturday helping with set up, serving lunch and 
helping with both the basket raffle and the gift card raffle. The girls also donated 
a lovely spa basket for the occasion. 
 
The girls were also busy with our friends at Symphony Manor. Several members 
accompanied our Easter Bunny there for a visit, presenting Easter treat bags of 
candy to the residents. Several residents had their photo taken with the bunny as 
well. The girls also assembled toiletry gift bags and home-made Mother’s Day 
cards to the ladies, and for Father’s Day the men each received a hand decorated 
bag containing chips and Oreos. 
 
The girls also kept up correspondence with their pen pals in the second grade at 
Buffalo PS#6, exchanging letters throughout the school year and sending them 
treats for Easter and other holidays. 
 
Our JLOC were awarded a $150 Hager grant from National LOC and hope to 
start work on the project this summer and into the fall, helping out homeless 
young mothers and children and those affected by domestic violence. 
 
Over the summer the girls will be assisting Mrs. Janice Ferguson with the LOC 
backpack project at the LOC Center on Broadway. They will also visit Symphony 
Manor for a summer party, help out at the Response to Love Center annual 
Health Fair with face painting and crafts, and a trip to Villa Maria in Buffalo to visit 
the Felician Sisters in the retirement and nursing homes. They will also hold a 
fundraising bake sale in July to raise money to support their various charitable 
projects. Elections for new officers will also take place over the summer. 
 
If you have a project our JLOC can assist with or if you or your group are 
interested in learning more about JLOC please contact Marian Snyder at (716)681- 
2957 or mariansnyder33@gmail.com. New members are welcome year-round! 



 

 Advocacy News, by Holly Walter  
 
 

 

 

 

 

This issue of Advocacy News is more a report of measures that have been 
passed or rejected than a request for your advocacy.  From the New York State 
Catholic Conference: 

The Physician-Assisted suicide bill was defeated. The Hospice and Palliative 
Care access and quality bill increases access to hospice care. New York State 
ranked last in the nation in access to hospice care. This bill passed both hous-
es of the legislature and awaits executive action.. Governor Hochul announced 
that state workers are now covered for up to 12 weeks of parental leave. Sena-
tor Kirsten Gillibrand announced over $21 million in federal funding for Head 
Start programs across New York State. The money will help provide free medi-
cal and dental screenings, healthy meals and snacks, and early childhood edu-
cation programs. Watch for Senator Gillibrand's Senior Hunger Prevention Act 
which would expand SNAP benefits, streamline the application process, and 
provide delivery options to get food to those who need it. 

From Catholic Charities, USA: The Restore Act-bipartisan legislation intro-
duced on May 18th aims to repeal the lifetime ban on individuals convicted of a 
drug felony from accessing the SNAP program. On June 3rd, President Biden 
signed the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 which suspends the U.S. govern-
ment's debt limit through January 1st, 2025. This bill expands the age range for 
SNAP work requirements for able-bodied recipients between 50 and 54 but 
does not include additional work requirements in Medicaid. 

From USCCB: World Refugee Day was celebrated on June 20th and draws 
global attention to the plight of millions of refugees. National Migration Week 
will take place September 18-24 and World Day of Migrants and Refugees is 
September 24 with the theme "Free to choose whether to migrate or to stay". 
The Dignity Act would create a 12 year path to citizenship for undocumented 
immigrants and provide additional resources for border enforcement. It would 
also reform the US asylum system to make it more efficient. What our country 
needs is comprehensive immigration reform, something I have been advocat-
ing for many years. This is something we can all support and end piece meal 
approaches to immigration and refugees. Contact your U.S Representative 
and Senators. 



 

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store 
1122 Broadway, Buffalo 

Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM 
(716) 895-4001 

Affordable prices for new or gently used:  
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.  

 

Catholic Charities of Buffalo  
 

Ladies of Charity 
1122 Broadway 
Buffalo, NY  14212 
 

Ladies of Charity a volunteer 
organization of Catholic Charities  
 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is October 16, 2023.  
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie George at amhgeorge@gmail.com. 

In Memoriam 

We remember all  Buffalo Ladies of Charity friends who passed away 

recently.  We honor and thank them for their many Works of Mercy toward 

improving the lives of those living in poverty throughout our community. 

 

+Barbara Fildes            +Virginia Nowak                  +Dolores Slazak 

 


