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Message From Our President, Kathleen Roseti 
 
Cheers to all our amazing volunteers.  

It was wonderful to work with and see everyone at the National 
Assembly we hosted in Buffalo in September. Your hospitality 
and graciousness were abundant for the whole country to 
experience!  Buffalo truly is the “City of Good Neighbors” and 

being with all of you is the best part of being president.  So, I thank every one 
of you for your love and support in this very big endeavor; whether as a 
volunteer, a participant, a donor or in prayer - it was all needed and very 
much appreciated! 

The summer did fly by as we prepared for the Assembly - but also as our 
volunteers worked tirelessly at the Center on Broadway.  One big new 
challenge was assisting the many asylum seekers living in Buffalo, referred to 
our thrift store for clothing and shoes by Catholic Charities caseworkers.  Due 
to limited ability to communicate, we purchased an iPad to give us access to 
an on-line translating application which provides the ability to communicate 
with people from countries throughout the world.  As we moved into fall, we 
delivered more than 400 backpacks to children in our community, our Style 
Show committee planned and prepared for the event and we are preparing for 
our Christmas toy and Homebound programs.  None of these things happen 
on their own.  We depend on our membership to support these programs- 
again through volunteering, prayer and financial help. So, please consider 
getting involved in whatever works for you. The LOVE you will experience is 
worth the investment of time or treasure.  

God Bless the Ladies of Charity! 

Kathy 

 



 

2023-2024 Board 
Executive Board 

Director                                                    Julie Lulek 
President                                          Kathleen Roseti 
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity     Mary Ellen Carver 
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity           Sharon Darisse 
VP of Membership                                           Open 
Secretary                                              Mary Carroll 
Treasurer                                     Betty Wasielewski 
Store Representatives                      Kathleen Roseti 
Spiritual Moderator/Advocacy            Holly Walter 
 

 
 

Advisory Board:  Project Committee Chair  
First Communion                         Kathleen Sieracki 
Fresh Start                                     Leona Prinzbach 
Junior Ladies of Charity                   Marian Snyder  
Layettes                                           Nancy Ortolano 
Scholarships                                        Denise Golpl 
School Backpacks                           Janice Ferguson 
Style Show                                           Susan Ward  
Editor Charity Link                    Ann Marie George 
  
Members at Large :     Judy Burd,   Anita Castillo,        
 Mary Ann Dulski,  Peg Kolber,   Barbara 
 Ivancic,   Diane Sippel. 
                                                                                                           

Committee Members 
Historian                                          Marilyn Leslie 
Sunshine                                    Mary Ellen Carver 

Office Staff 
Team Leader                            Delma Funderburk                                    
Outreach Specialist                       Denise Watroba 

 
Mission Statement 

Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organiza-
tion of women volunteers embracing the ideals of 
Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac.  
We inspire and encourage each other while working 
with the needy to break the cycle of poverty in our 
communities and in our world. 
 

Volunteer Opportunity: 
 
Mail Committee: 
 
We are looking for a vol-
unteer to chair the mail 
committee. Mary Carroll 
has been leading the 
committee for the past few 
years. We thank Mary for 
all her work in scheduling 
the committee volunteers, 
ensuring our correspond-
ence was assembled cor-
rectly and all post office 
documents completed.  
 

If you are interested in be-
coming the chair, please 
contact Kathy Roseti 
at 716-573-3870. Ladies 
of Charity members only 
please. 
 
 

Members:  The LOC ministries are in need of the following items. 
If you can donate any of them, it would be greatly appreciated: 
 New bath towels, hand towels and washcloths. 
 New and gently used (twin and full) bed sheets. 
 New pots and pans. 
 New onsies: up to 9 mos size, and childrens’ clothes size 6 and above. 

 
We now collect your Dash’s Market receipts.  Dash’s Market gives us a rebate 

check for turning in receipts.   



 

 

Director’s Corner,  

 

by Julie Lulek 
 

 

As all of you are aware, we just held the Ladies of Charity National Assembly 

here in Buffalo.  What you may not  be aware of is all of the time, energy, love, 

and attention that went into planning this event.  From accommodations and 

food, to arranging speakers and the speaker content, to planned activities, and 

coordinating logistics of over 200 people around WNY – this was no small feat 

and it really took a team effort.  But that team would not have succeeded if it 

was not for the leadership of two dedicated women – Kathy Roseti and Kath-

leen Sieracki.  They are a dynamic duo, with complementary skillsets, and to-

gether, along with their team created a meaningful and memorable gathering 

for all.  A special thanks goes out to Kathy and Kathleen, for ALL they do, and 

for their commitment to the Ladies of Charity.  

Best,  

Julie  

Volunteer Opportunity:    Membership VP: 
We are in need of a vice-president for Membership.  
The responsibilities include: 
 Serves as a member of the executive board, chairs and leads mem-

bership committee & meetings.  
 Develops plan to sustain membership. 
 Promotes mentoring of new members and visit parishes. 
 Plans enrollment ceremonies in coordination with the Vice Presi-

dent for Programs and the President 
 Monitors membership and enrollment supplies. 
If you are interested, please contact President, Kathy Roseti at 716-
573-3870. Ladies Of Charity members only please. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 National Assembly:  in Buffalo 2023 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 Annual Assembly 2023 Buffalo NY:   “We Choose Love” 
 
The theme of this year’s Annual Assembly was selected to honor the ten people 
murdered at a Buffalo Tops Supermarket in May 2022.   More than 200 Ladies of 
Charity from throughout the United State travelled to Buffalo for the three-day 
conference.  
 
Our local committee, led by Kathy Roseti and Kathleen Sieracki, Co-Chairs, 
planned an impactful program of speakers who shared their thoughts and sugges-
tions on a variety of topics that included domestic violence, human trafficking, re-
settlement of immigrants, mental illness, social justice and the respect and dignity 
of every human life.   
 
In the Vincentian tradition, the conference included many spiritual aspects includ-
ing a trip to Niagara University for a Day of Reflection presented by Father Rich-
ard Gielow,  LCUSA Spiritual Advisor, daily Rosary offering, spiritual reflections 
by Sisters Grace Hartzog, Claire Debes and Ann Claire Rhoads and the celebration 
of daily Mass, including a closing Mass celebrated by Bishop Mike Fisher, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Buffalo at St. Joseph’s Cathedral. 
 
On the Wednesday preceding the Assembly, the Buffalo Association hosted a river 
cruise on the Miss Buffalo II and a Diva by Diva presentation by Mary Kate 
O’Connell and Company, along with a reception at the Bijou Restaurant. 
 
All registrants received a handmade Buffalo themed welcome bag sewn by Mary 
Carroll and Janice Ferguson that included various items donated by many local and 
national associations and members. Other highlights included a theme basket raffle 
& silent auction, a Meet & Greet that included a visit from the Unexpected Buffalo, 
a photobooth, wine pull and gorgeous handmade centerpieces by Diane Sippel. All 
funds raised were used to defer the costs of the Assembly by LCUSA. 
 
Local Committee Chairs included: Dolores Byron & Mary Long (Auction), Sharon 
Darisse (Registration), Marilyn Leslie (Tours), Holly Walter (Spiritual), Susan 
Ward & Diane Sippel (Hospitality), Julie Lulek & Betty  Wasielewski (Budget).  
 
Assembly evaluations praised every aspect of the Assembly but especially the hos-
pitality of the Buffalo Association.  
 
Thank you to all who donated to the Assembly, our volunteers and our hosts!  
 
Love was All Around Us! 



 

 
Style Show 2023    

 
On Saturday, October 14th, the Ladies of Charity held their 22nd Annual Style Show, 
returning to the location of many prior years’ shows, on Dick Road in Depew, now the 
Grapevine Banquet Facility.  This year’s theme was ‘Celebrate’. 
 
Over 275 ladies and gentlemen attended this year’s event, which has become a signifi-
cant way for the Ladies of Charity (LOC) to raise funds to support LOC ministries and 
programs, in their efforts to help the disadvantaged in Western New York.  
 
The Ladies of Charity were honored and grateful to welcome Molly Oliver, Chief Op-
erating Officer for Catholic Charities of Buffalo as their commentator for the show. 
Her participation highlighted the partnership between Catholic Charities and 
Ladies of Charity.  
 
Susan Ward served as Chair of the event and, as always, spoke of how much fun the 
event is to work on and to attend!   The nine model’s (Anna Brown, Mary Ellen 
Carver, Anita Castillo, Sharon Darisse, Anne Gavin, Julie Lulek, Patricia Luzer, Car-
olyn Stewart and Ella Weydig) wore outfits with name brands like Ralph Lauren, Tal-
bots, Kate Spade, Calvin Klein and Michael Kors; all donated to the Ladies of Chari-
ty. These items and many more were for sale at this event.  Our raffles included ninety 
five baskets, as well as our split club cash raffle had four lucky winners. 
 
Kathleen Roseti, President of the organization, stated that “it is great to see women 
from our organization and community gather together to raise funds for our local LOC 
association. It’s a celebration of women, service, and fashion.” 
 
A wonderful luncheon of chicken picata, mashed potatoes, green beans, and salad was 
enjoyed by all in the spacious banquet room facility. 
 
We hope you can join us at this event next year!      



 

 



 

Christmas Drawings to Benefit Ladies of Charity 2024 Ministries 
 

Hand Crocheted Quilt (double size, pictured below) 

Large Basket of Cheer 

Small Basket of Cheer 

Suggested donation: $1.00 per ticket, $10.00 per page of 12.  

No donation/purchase necessary to enter the drawing.  

Drawing to be held on December 13, 2023.  

See newsletter insert for tickets. 



 

Buffalo RSVPs’ Volunteers Luncheon 

On July 28th, RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer 

Program) had their annual ‘Thank-You’ 

luncheon for volunteers.  It was held at Como 

Park Lancaster, Bowen Rd shelter.  

The afternoon included Chiavetta chicken 

dinner, drinks and desserts, games and prizes.  

Each volunteer attendee received a tee shirt and 

an informational medical ‘file of life’. 

Consider joining RSVP by recording your hours 

each time you volunteer at the center.  For 

questions contact Janice Ferguson (716-343-

3747). 

Planning Ahead for 2024 Christmas Homebound Bags 
 
As the 2023 Christmas Homebound Bags are about to be distributed by Catholic 
Charities caseworkers, we are already preparing for 2024!  
 
You can help by watching for Christmas clearance sales at the end of the season. Some 
items we recommend for purchase are Christmas pens, pencils, notepads, both bath and 
kitchen towels, washcloths, potholders, oven mitts, paper plates, napkins and 
cups, anything on holiday clearance that you think a homebound person would 
appreciate. 
 
Also consider crocheting dishcloths, hanging kitchen towels, crochet pouches 
made from Christmas cards in the shape of stockings or ornaments etc. so small 
items can be placed inside. These ideas are quicker and easier to make than 
afghans and baskets and take up much less room in the gift bags. New ideas are 
always welcomed! 
 
We fill approximately 600 bags each November, so any donations of new items 
are welcomed! Please mark your donations as “Homebound Christmas Project” 
and drop them off at our Broadway location at 1122 Broadway.  Or call us, and we can 
arrange to pick-up your items.  
 
We thank you for your continued support of this project and a big thank you to all of 
you who volunteered at the 2023 World Day of the Poor to fill this year’s Christmas 
Bags! 
 
Janice Ferguson and Marian Snyder,  Co-Chairs 



 

The Association Reference Manual (ARM) has been revised. 
 
For those who might be unfamiliar, the manual, available to all members provides: 
 A list of frequently asked questions with answers 
 Guidelines and suggestions for the associations 
 An overview of our mission, LCUSA history, LCUSA’s Strategic plan, the nation-

al board’s responsibilities, and other pertinent national-based information  
 Information about LCUSA’s membership in the worldwide International Associa-

tion of Charities (AIC) 
 Information about the Junior Ladies of Charity 
 The importance of Advocacy Spirituality Guidance, Spiritual Moderator formation 

information, suggested Vincentian spiritual activities  
 Forms related to operational procedures 



 

Junior Ladies of Charity: Keeping Busy !! 
 
by Marian Snyder 

 
 St. Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity have been keeping busy with a variety of projects 
throughout this summer & fall. They held a very successful bake sale in July, with proceeds 
going to fund their projects for this school year. If you were on Broadway in August, you 
may have seen several of the girls working with Janice Ferguson on backpacks for delivery 
to children in need. Two of our girls helped with facepainting & tattoos at 
Response to Love Center’s Heath Fair.  
 
Three new officers were elected over the summer: Anna Brown as president, Ella Weydig 
as vice president & Jackie Bieber as secretary. Mia O’Grady returns as our treasurer. 
 
With the beginning of the new school year the JLOC held their annual Ice Cream Social to 
welcome new members. So far five new girls have signed on to join our ranks & we have 
high hopes of attracting more soon. Some of our new girls are joining us from St. Philips, 
from our Family of Churches. Also in September the JLOC held their first household col-
lection since the covid pandemic, with the truck load of donations being delivered on 
Broadway on September 25th. The latest project was a parish-wide Halloween Costume 
Collection in which over 40 costumes were donated. At the October meeting the girls pre-
pared the costumes for delivery to Gerard Place & Hope House.  Candy treat bags were as-
sembled & will accompany the costumes.  Several other treat bags were assembled for their 
friends at Symphony Manor, & new pen pals at Buffalo Public School #6.   They also 
wrote their first pen pal letters of the year to accompany the treat bags. The girls also as-
sembled a Halloween raffle basket for the Style Show. Our president & vice president were 
models at this year’s Style Show as well. They also just spent a morning at the Alden Unit-
ed Methodist Church assembling dry food packages for the Rise Against Project. The food 
packages will go to Third World countries in the fight against hunger. 
  
Future plans include Thanksgiving favors & Christmas cookies & gifts for Symphony Man-
or & Bflo PS #6 pen pals. They also plan to sponsor two needy families over Christmas, 
providing gifts and treats.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more about JLOC or how to join, please 
contact Marian Snyder at (716)681-2957. 



 

 Advocacy News, by Holly Walter  
 
We have received several updates on the State level that pertain to us especially.  
From AARP New York   Top Priorities for 2024:  More support for family caregivers, with increased 
funding for home and community based services and respite programs. 
Boost funding for long-term ombudsman program which advocates for residents of nursing homes 
and other long-term care facilities. 
Raise pay for home care workers. 
Governor Hochul announced as of October 1st NYS will expand the income threshold for families 
eligible to apply for child care assistance under the Child Care Assistance Program. also she an-
nounced a $7 billion infusion in child care funding over the next four years. Governor Hochul 
signed into law legislation making it easier to vote in NY. 
Care giving has long been a special interest for Ladies of Charity around the nation and here in 
New York. Making it easier to vote will help senior citizens and people with disabilities around our 
state. Pleas let your local state legislators know your feelings on these issues. 
 
On the Federal level:  From the United States Council of Catholic Bishops USCCB/Migration and 
Refugee services:  On September 12, the Department of Labor proposed a rule which protects the 
rights of migrant farm workers to fight for better working conditions and wages. 
On September 13, the DACA Program was declared illegal. Conclusion: the executive branch did 
not have the authority to issue immigration benefits under the program. The program is not halted 
and current beneficiaries are still eligible for the program and able to renew their applications. 
Please support the BRIDGE ACT which would codify the DACA program, and the DREAM Act 
which would create a pathway to citizenship for individuals (Dreamers) who came to the US with 
their parents and were under the age of 18. Some were only babies when they arrived. They have 
known no other nation than the US and live, go to school, and work here in the United States. 
Urge your congressional representatives to adopt a comprehensive immigration policy so that we 
do not jump from one immigration "crisis" to another. War and conflict around the world is now 
making life in some countries very untenable Take action at USCCB.org. (Go to the drop down 
menu "Issues and Action" then "Take Action") 
There is still time to contact your members of Congress and urge them to support and pass a Farm 
Bill that strengthens food assistance here and overseas. Visit bread.org and take action. SNAP 
and WIC are in the bill and must be reauthorized and fully funded. 
Ten prescription drugs that Medicare will negotiate lower prices with drug corporations including 
Eliquis, Xarelto, Jardiance, Jenuvia, and Farxiga. The negotiated prices for these and other drugs 
will not take effect until 2026 unfortunately. Pharmaceutical corporations and trying to roll them 
back in court. It is time to take action against "Big Pharma" and make your voice heard on the 
money grab going on in this nation especially with our senior citizens. The prices of these new 
drugs are exorbitant and beyond the reach of many. The price of insulin is supposed to go down to 
only $35 a dose. All of these changes should go into effect much earlier than 2026. Let your con-
gressional representatives know your feelings.  
 
As many of you might know Pope Francis released his apostolic exhortation, Laudate Deum 
(Praise God) on October 4, the feast of St. Francis. This is an update to Laudato si and focuses on 
the climate crisis and how to mitigate its effects. The Pope says that we can advocate to pass 
meaningful legislation that cares for creation and respects human dignity. 
 
Thank you for your advocacy. 
Holly Walter 
 

 

 

http://bread.org/


 

Ladies of Charity Thrift Store 
1122 Broadway, Buffalo 

Open Monday through Friday from 10am to 2pm 
(716) 895-4001 

Affordable prices for new or gently used: clothing, jewelry,  
books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.  

 

Catholic Charities of Buffalo  
 

Ladies of Charity 
1122 Broadway 
Buffalo, NY  14212 
 

Ladies of Charity a volunteer 
organization of Catholic Charities  
 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is February 15, 2024.  
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie George at amhgeorge@gmail.com. 

In Memoriam 

We remember all Buffalo Ladies of Charity friends who passed away 

recently.  We honor and thank them for their many Works of Mercy toward 

improving the lives of those living in poverty throughout our community. 

 Dolores Chavez 

 Rita Wisniewski 

       


