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Ladies of Charity Provide Acts of Kindness 
During Covid-19 Pandemic 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, Ladies of Charity members 
have sewn face masks, and performed numerous other tasks 

to support those in need and help keep Western New York 
communities safe. 

Our organization has had to modify many of our min-
istries during the Covid-19 pandemic, to ensure the 
safety of the public and our members. We have had to 
cancel many events, close our thrift store, and suspend 
meeting together. However, our members continue to 
assist the community with many acts of kindness, care 
and compassion each day. Many of our members mon-
etarily contributed to the Ladies of Charity through our 
special campaign, some to many other organizations 
and churches to provide food, clothing, and other ne-
cessities. Many of our members have made face masks, 

cooked meals, volunteered, donated food and non-per-
ishable goods, called those who are homebound, sent 
greeting cards and letters, driven their family and 
friends to the doctors, shopped for those unable to leave 
home, and prayed.  
The many spiritual and corporate acts of mercy prac-
ticed by the members truly positively impacted the vul-
nerable, provided hope, and kept alive the mission of 
the Ladies of Charity.
Some of the examples of our LOC members helping 
their family and community are: 
•  Maxine Ansett (St. Mary of the Assumption) who 
made at least 240 facemasks for family, her grandson’s 
scout troop and the Oakfield Alabama schools and 
Catholic Academy of West Buffalo where her daughter 
and granddaughter teach
•  Marilyn Leslie (St. Gregory the Great) who has been 
baking and cooking for a neighbor. She states his com-
ments - and compliments! - have been rewarding.  
•  Mary Carroll (St. Benedict), Mary Dickerson (St. 
Mark & St. Rose of Lima) and Kathy Roseti (St. Greg-
ory the Great) who made facemasks for family and 
friends. 
•  Susan Ognibene (St. Gregory the Great) who made 
more than 60 face masks for family members and 50 
transparencies to make into face shields for her son’s 
surgical practice in Rochester
•  Holly Walter (St. Mary of the Assumption) who con-
tinued to serve as a lector. 
•  Mary Ellen Goupil (St. Gregory the Great) who has 
been calling disabled and quarantined seniors who need 
support and comfort.
And, please see the article on page 6 about the Junior 
Ladies of Charity and Marilyn Leslie (St. Gregory the 
Great) who made Mother’s Day special for residents at 
Lancaster Manor.
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Mission Statement
The Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an orga-
nization of women volunteers embracing the ideals of 

St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac.
We inspire and encourage each other while working 
with the needy to break the cycle of poverty in our 

communities and in our world.

The Ladies of Charity chapter at St. Mary of the As-
sumption, Lancaster, is shut down like so many chap-
ters and associations across the country because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. No activities, no meetings, no 
thrift store to go work at, and no donations accepted in 
our bin at church. We decided as a group to help our lo-
cal assisted living facility, Lancaster Manor, in any way 
we could. That facility is locked down like so many 
others across the nation and no visitors are allowed in. 
The residents are isolated even more than the general 
population has been. 
We consulted with Activities Director Sharon Ellis and 
asked what we could do to help. She suggested we do-
nate packaged cookies, candy and snacks for the resi-
dents. Then, Sharon asked us if we would like to sup-
ply the 52 female residents of Lancaster Manor with 
flowering plants for a Mother's Day tea she was having 
on Wednesday May 6. We began bringing the cookies 
and snacks in plastic bags and setting them outside the 
door, ringing the bell, and having the staff bring in the 
treats. Sharon would then sanitize the unopened bags of 
goodies and give them out to the residents.
Our treasurer, Maxine Anstett, arranged with a local flo-
rist to supply plants, and everyone in our group pitched 
in with either money or their own plants to get them 
there by Tuesday May 5. Plants were purchased and 
delivered by Maxine, Marian Snyder and Holly Walter 
at 1 p.m. on Tuesday and staff from Lancaster Manor 
brought them inside. Maxine's college-age granddaugh-
ter, Emily, also helped with the delivery.

St. Mary's Ladies of Charity will con-
tinue to help Lancaster Manor with 

A Mother’s Day Remembrance
By Holly Walter

Marian Snyder and Holly Walter deliver flowers to resi-
dents of Lancaster Manor on Mother’s Day. They are LOC 
members at St. Mary of the Assumption, Lancaster. Their 
masks were made by fellow LOC member Maxine Anstett.

(cont’d on p. 3)
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Advocacy News
Holly Walter

In this age of the Covid-19 pandemic, our desire to ad-
vocate for the poor and marginalized of our society has 
taken a back seat to observing the effects of the corona-
virus on our nation and the world. Before the lockdown 
in March, there were several issues coming out of our 
regional advocacy office including Catholic Confer-
ence opposition to the legalization of recreational mari-
juana for New Yorkers over the age of 21 and approval 
of the possibility of lawmakers in New York State cre-
ating a state tax credit of $7000 for family caregivers. 
Then, in the middle of March, our world and perspec-
tive changed forever. Several measures were passed by 
the state legislature and the federal government in the 
months of March and April since the pandemic began.
On the state level, the governor decided to create the 
Prescription Importation Commission to help identify 
any potential consumer savings from importing drugs 
from Canada and to compile a list of drugs that could be 
imported through this program. The Department of Fi-
nancial Services will be authorized to investigate pric-
ing of a prescription drug if the price has increased by 
more than 100 percent within one year. Other measures 
that passed with the budget in April are:
•  Insulin co-payments will be capped at $100 for a one 
month supply.
•  A ban on the sale of all flavored vaping products/e-cig-
arettes including menthol.
•  A ban on sale of tobacco products in any pharmacy.
•  Legalization of gestational surrogacy.
•  Elimination of the "pink tax" on items purchased by 
women on products they use.
•  Paid sick leave increases for businesses, depending 

on the number of employees.
•  Reform of the state's Medicaid program.
Most of these issues were approved by the Catholic 
Conference, except for the legalization of gestational 
surrogacy.
On the federal side, there are continued efforts by the 
present administration to shut down the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) with no replacement offered during 
the pandemic. Millions would lose their health care 
coverage. The healthcare.gov marketplaces would be 
shut down to new customers; thus, people who were 
laid off during the pandemic and lost their employ-
er-based health coverage would have no other source 
of coverage. Eleven states, including New York and the 
District of Columbia have established special enroll-
ment periods to allow people to obtain insurance cov-
erage, and they control their market places. In addition, 
without the ACA's protections, four in 10 adults ages 
50-64 (about 25 million people) could be denied health 
coverage because of pre-existing conditions. The Su-
preme Court will eventually decide the fate of the ACA. 
The following programs were passed by the federal 
government and are designed as specific coronavirus 
relief:
•  The Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supple-
mental Appropriations Act provides aid to healthcare 
agencies (March 6, 2020).
•  The Families First Coronavirus Response Act pro-
vides tests for coronavirus at no cost and offers paid 
emergency leave. It also enhances unemployment and 
strengthens food assistance (March 18, 2020).
•  The Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security 
Act (CARES) is the 2.2 trillion dollar act that provides 
money for Catholic Charities and the SNAP program, 
among other recipients.
Congress is currently working on another stimulus 
measure that has passed the House of Representatives, 
but not the Senate.
Most of these bills and aid packages have been in the 
newspapers and on television. As Ladies of Charity, we 
are deeply concerned about the suffering of many across 
the country from the ravages of this terrible virus. We 
realize that many issues will not simply go away as the 
summer passes. We will be advocating for many in the 
future as they try to recover physically, financially and 
spiritually from the effects of this pandemic. The poor 
have been disproportionately affected by this virus, 
including those in Buffalo. This includes many of the 
people we serve on Broadway and in our parishes. Our 
prayers go out to all. Thank you for your advocacy.

Mother’s Day (cont’d from p. 2)
donations. We live in a new world now, filled with so-
cial distancing, wearing masks everywhere we go out-
side the home, and feeling alone and isolated ourselves 
at times. If we feel a little down in the dumps, just re-
member the words of St. Louise de Marillac, "Wher-
ever we may be, God is with us, so we must be always 
joyful." 
We do what we can to help in smaller and quieter ways 
now, and we must keep our spirits up and look forward 
to better times. We bless all mothers in a special way 
for all they do for us in so many ways.
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Have you ever wondered what happens to all those 
greeting cards you donate to the Ladies of Charity?  
Many of them are offered for sale at $.25 each at the 
“Lots of Clothes” thrift shop, 1122 Broadway, Buffalo.
The Ladies at St. Martha, Depew, sort and package thou-
sands of Christmas and assorted general greeting cards. 
These packets are given to our homebound friends at 
Christmastime, when they are included in large, sea-
sonally decorated tote bags along with a variety of gifts.
When all of each card cannot be used, many card fronts 
find their way into creative hands from different par-
ish LOC groups including St. Benedict, Amherst, and 
Infant of Prague, Cheektowaga. They fashion them by 
crocheting hundreds of cards into baskets that eventual-
ly hold small personal care and entertainment items for 
homebound recipients. Ladies at St. Stephen, Grand Is-
land, make these baskets to deliver Easter candy to area 
hospital patients. They also create Christmas stocking 
shapes crocheted together from card fronts to hold can-
dy canes, as do the ladies of Infant of Prague for their 
recipients.

Cards’ front designs can also become thousands of 
Christmas gift tags, made by many LOC groups, which 
are sent along with our Christmas Children program 
presents. Many parish “giving trees” are adorned with 
these card fronts, with Christmas gift request messages 
written on the back.
Some card fronts are also made into small candy or trin-
ket boxes, which hold small gifts for a variety of recipi-
ents, such as LOC or food pantry volunteers and clients, 
assisted living facility residents, religious friends and 
retreats. Another clever project - undertaken by LOC 
members at St. Mary of the Assumption, Lancaster - is 
card fronts put into the pages of small photo albums, 
which are presented to assisted living facility residents 
when the ladies make visits.  
Have you ever considered creating laminated season-
al place mats from card fronts for nursing home and 
rehabilitation facility residents? LOC members at St. 
Amelia, Tonawanda, along with their women from the 
parish outreach ministry, have! They also fashion lami-
nated cross designs to be displayed for Easter.
Do you have a greeting card recycling idea you would 
like to share? Please send your suggestion to: Ladies of 
Charity, Greeting Card Project, 1122 Broadway, Buffa-
lo, NY,  14212.

Who says greeting cards aren’t being used these days?

Donated Greeting Cards Being Put to Good Use
by Marilyn Leslie

LOC members from Infant of Prague, Cheektowaga, display some of the many items they make for the Fresh Start and 
Homebound ministries, including knit hats, mittens, scarves, baskets and gift tags. Recycled greeting cards are used to 

make some of the ladies’ items including gift tags and baskets. Pictured from left to right are Mary Ann Campbell, Marya 
Kopacz, Shell Petrow, Michele Andrzejewski, Doreen Bachowski, Margaret Bondonzi, Renee Andrzejewski, Diane Stiehl 

and Teresa Walkow. 

The deadline for submissions for the next issue of 
Charity Link is Thursday, October 15. 

Please email items to Diane Zwirecki at 
diane@stmarysonthehill.org or 21 Briarwood Drive, 

Lancaster, NY. 14086. Please note the change in 
email address from the previous issue. Thank you!
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Thank You Supporting 
Covid-19 Special Campaign

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the re-
cent Covid-19 Special Campaign letter. We raised 
more than $5,000! Your generosity is heartwarming 
and indicative of those committed to the ministries 
of LOC. We will continue to evaluate our ability to 
best provide assistance to those in need through our 
ministries as we reopen our center, our store and can 
again meet in groups. Thank you for your contribu-
tions, large and small!
		  - Eileen Nowak, Executive Director

		  - Kathleen Roseti, President 

The Catholic Charities staff have continued to work 
at the Lots of Clothes Thrift Store, Buffalo, during 
the Covid-19 pandemic: stocking the shelves, clean-
ing, completing administrative work, and filling Fresh 
Start and Layette referrals, in addition to their regu-
lar duties. We cannot thank these ladies (Eileen, Pa-
tra, Delma, Ciera, Cindy and Carolyn) enough for all 
their work. They have continued to serve the communi-
ty during this unprecedented time: providing new and 
used clothing, household goods and layettes. Carolyn 
Kwiatkowski, LOC member and Catholic Charities em-
ployee, details some of the work they have been doing 
in our absence:

“While the store and LOC center at 1122 Broadway has 
been closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Catholic 
Charities of Buffalo staff continued to serve our clients 
through the Fresh Start referral process at LOC. We 
adapted our daily work to practice social distancing, as 
directed by federal and state agencies. We filled cloth-
ing referrals by speaking with clients through the door/
window to find out their sizes and check identification. 
We then shopped for them while they waited outside. 
Or, they were given the option to return and select the 
items themselves when we reopen. 

The staff also filled layette and household goods refer-
rals. To maintain proper social distancing protocol, we 
asked the clients to show their identification at the door, 
and then asked them to step back outside and shut the 
door until we had their items ready. At that point, we 
put a cart filled with their referral items in the hallway 
and asked the clients to come back inside for the items 

after we had stepped back and shut the door on our end. 
After returning the cart, we disinfected everything from 
the door handles to the carts to make sure everything 
was safe.  

Catholic Charities of Buffalo staff also dropped off 
excess food donated to the food pantries at Ladies of 
Charity. This food was from area stores and includ-
ed produce, bakery items, and prepared meals. It did 
not take away from pantry clients. Rather, it was food 
that could not be given to our clients or stored for the 
next pantry day, and we did not want it to go to waste. 
People in the neighborhood enjoyed whatever food we 
were able to provide for them.

Catholic Charities staff also filled bags of toiletries, 
cleaning supplies and paper products to give as part of 
Fresh Start referrals.  

We also increased our cleaning, provided access to 
hand sanitizer, and added more signs and reminders to 
wash hands and minimize personal contact.

Looking back at all we have done these last 10 weeks 
makes me think, no wonder I'm tired!  And that was 
only a small part of what I've been up to!”

A Big Thank You 
To Catholic Charities of Buffalo Staff

Thank you, Catholic Charities staff, for your help during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. We are truly grateful, as is the 

community, for your continued assistance and support!

Please remember in 
your prayers those 
affected by Covid-19 

throughout the world.
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A big “thank you” to Mary Carroll, St. Benedict parish 
LOC member, Mailing Committee Chair and our Ad-
visory Board secretary, for donating another beautiful 
quilt for this year’s raffle. Mary is also a member of the 
Amherst Quilters Guild.  
This year’s quilt pattern, “Cottage Star Quilt,” mea-
sures 72 x 98 inches. It is a machine pieced and quilted 
bed quilt made from 100 percent cotton.  
Please consider purchasing raffle tickets (enclosed).  
The money raised is used to fund our year-round minis-
tries, I am sure everyone would agree that Mary’s gen-
erosity is very much appreciated. 
The drawing will be held on Thursday, November 19.  
Please mail your tickets and check by Thursday, No-
vember 12.

Quilt Raffle Under Way
By Kathy Roseti

The Junior Ladies of Charity at St. Mary of the As-
sumption, Lancaster, held a parish-wide drive in Febru-
ary to collect gently used purses for a local organization 
called Priceless Purses, which distributes used purses 
to women who are homeless or marginalized and in 
need of assistance.
Collection boxes were placed in St. Mary’s church and 
school foyers throughout February. The Junior Ladies 
also solicited friends and family for wallets and cos-
metic bags to add to the purses collected. By March 1, 
the girls had collected 536 purses, 75 wallets and 90 
cosmetic bags! 

The JLOC volunteered at the Response to Love Center, 
Buffalo, on Martin Luther King Day, sorting hundreds 
of pounds of canned goods that had been donated to help 
restock the center’s food pantry. (See photo on page 7.)
The girls also volunteered as servers at St. Mary’s Ash 
Wednesday Clam Chowder Dinner, and were babysit-
ters at the parish’s Generations of Faith program.
At meetings earlier this year, the girls made Valentine 
gifts for residents of Lancaster Manor, sent letters and 
treats to their pen pals at Buffalo Public School #6, and 
sent a donation to sponsor three children from the Nic-
aragua Missions for this school year. The donation will 
allow the children to attend school, as well as receive a 
uniform, shoes, book bags, books, and lunch each day.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, JLOC members have 
sewn masks for Living Opportunities of DePaul resi-
dents and Lancaster Manor staff. In addition, they have 
made reusable shopping bags out of tee shirts for distri-
bution to area food panties and decorated bags for the 
annual Christmas Homebound project. 
Also at Lancaster Manor, the girls helped out with 
Mother’s Day gifts for the facility’s 52 female residents. 
Marilyn Leslie, former LOC Buffalo president  and 
LCUSA board member, supplied colorfully wrapped 
boxes filled with Hersey Kisses. Plants donated by an 
area nursery and boxes of candy made and assembled 
by the LOC and JLOC added to the celebration. While 
there, the girls donated a case of cookies and a case 
of goldfish crackers, which they had purchased for the 
St. Mary of Lancaster Easter Bunny Brunch. The event 
was canceled this year. The girls used their creative 
skills to paint rocks, which were delivered for use in the 
gardens and landscape areas at the Greenfields, Sym-
phony Manor and Elderwood at Lancaster.

A Busy Year for the 
Junior Ladies of Charity

By Marian Snyder
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From the President
Kathy Roseti

Sorting non-perishable food items at the Response to Love 
Center, Buffalo, are, from left, Junior Ladies of 

Charity Olivia Dobiesz, Samantha Meyo, Ana Lach, Gillian 
Schwarzmueller, Emelia Pokrywczynski 

and Megan Hejmanowski.

Dear Friends,
The pandemic has caused everyone to change how we 
live; where we go, how we go, what we do, what we 
eat, and how we think perhaps. We have all had differ-
ent experiences as well. At LOC, it certainly has caused 
us to close our store and cancel events, even spiritual, 
in order to keep ourselves, our members, the public and 
our clients safe. 
I ask your patience as the Advisory Board considers 
how to best progress as an organization, keeping the 
mission of Ladies of Charity in our hearts and deeds 
while we deal with any continuing impact the virus 
might cause. I assure you we will keep you updated as 
we progress. We will continue to work with the Cath-
olic Charities staff to assure our building is safe and 
meets government guidelines. We will continue to post 
changes to our schedule on our website. In the mean-
time, as Ladies of Charity, we all have ways to help 
those in need and we should continue in our ministries 
while maintaining our safety and health. 
Lastly, I ask that our membership continue to pray for 
all our members, families and community. Please stay 
healthy and safe!

God bless,

		  - Kathy

From the Director
Eileen Nowak

Dear Friends,

I know we have all been living in a state of limbo for 
the last several weeks. It has been so out of the norm 
for all of us. No matter who you are, no matter how 
much money you have, what religion you are, what col-
or your skin is, how much education you have , how old 
you are, or how isolated you have been, the entire world 
has had to stop and think about masks, hand cleaning 
and all that comes with a pandemic.

It took such an event to put us all in the same position. 
It is interesting times.

Here at Catholic Charities and Ladies of Charity, we 
have been working daily in our centers to keep people 
who are referred to us for their Fresh Start Packages 
and clothes from our store.

All this is being done by staff and by handing the items 
out the doors to the clients. Our nine pantries have been 
the busiest, with thousands coming to our doors for 
food. Again, they are not allowed in, but are standing 
at door for staff to provide them with their needs. Our 
new fashion accessories are masks and gloves all day. 
We still are trying to serve and give respect to those 
coming to our doors.

Please keep all of the staff in our department in your 
prayers as we are keeping you in ours, for a better, 
brighter, safer day when we can be back to the center as 
Ladies of Charity and at our churches doing the work 
you love to do and the mission you signed up for.

Please know that we need you back as volunteers at 
the center, but until further notice, Catholic Charities/
Ladies of Charity are not allowing others in their build-
ings. As soon as we can reopen with changes made in 
our protecting you and our clients, we will send out a 
letter to that effect.
Stay safe and know that you are valued!

God bless,

		  - Eileen

Tomorrow’s Leaders At Work Today
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We Are Ladies of Charity
The work of the Ladies of Charity is essential.

The work of caring for the lonely, the marginalized and the oppressed is essential.
The work of speaking the truth to power and seeking justice is essential.

The work of being a loving, liberating and life-giving presence is essential.
The work of welcoming the stranger, the refugee and the undocumented is essential.

The Ladies of Charity do not need to “open” because we were never “closed.” 
We who make up the Body of Christ, the Church, the Ladies of Charity, love God and our neighbors and 

ourselves so much that we will adapt the way we deliver services until it is safe for all.   
We are the Ladies of Charity.

Let us all renew our membership dues as a means to express our commitment to the important projects of our 
association. 

Paraphrased from remarks by Deon K. Johnson, 
Bishop-Elect of the Episcopal Church in the 

Diocese of Missouri
Submitted by Kathleen Sieracki


