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Mass at Our Lady of Victory Basilica Celebrates 
Ladies of Charity’s 80th Anniversary

The Most Rev. Michael W. Fisher, Bishop of Buffalo, is pictured with members of the Ladies of Charity at Our 
Lady of Victory Basilica, Buffalo, where he celebrated a Mass on September 29 to celebrate the LOC’s 

80th anniversary. Monsignor David LiPuma concelebrated the Mass. 
See page 7 for more celebratory photos.

On September 29, 2021 at Our Lady of Victory Nation-
al Shrine and Basilica, The Most Rev. Michael W. Fish-
er, Bishop of Buffalo, offered a Mass of Thanksgiving 
in celebration of the 80th Anniversary of the founding 
of the Ladies of Charity in Buffalo.  
Msgr. David LiPuma, pastor and rector of the Basilica, 
concelebrated the Mass along with Catholic Charities 
Chief Operating Officer Steve Schumer, who served as 
deacon.
More than 75 people attended, including a group of 
pilgrims from Cleveland, Ohio, who were visiting the 
Basilica and joined LOC members at Mass. The priest 
who was traveling with them joined Bishop Fisher and 
Msgr. LiPuma on the altar as well. We were thrilled to 
have the visitors with us for this special occasion.
Since September 29 is the feast day of the three Arch 
Angels - Gabriel, Rafael and Michael - Bishop Fisher 

spoke of them and how the Ladies of Charity have a 
connection to God’s angels. Bishop Fisher also has a 
special connection to our organization, having had his 
spiritual discernment for the priesthood in the same 
room Elizabeth Ann Seton, founder of the Sisters of 
Charity, died in at Emmitsburg, Maryland.  
LOC Member and Erie County Legislator Jeanne Vinal 
presented a proclamation from the Legislature to Di-
rector Julie Lulek recognizing the LOC’s work in the 
Western New York community.   
LOC’s 80th anniversary has provided an opportunity to 
thank our membership and those who have supported 
our efforts in our commitment to combat all forms of 
poverty in the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul.  May we 
continue to strive to break the cycle of poverty in our 
community and in the world through our actions, advo-
cating for social change, and prayer.  
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2021-2022 Executive Board
Julie Lulek – Director

Kathy Roseti – President
Linda Hall - Vice President, Membership

Sharon Darisse
VP of Programs/Publicity
Mary Carroll - Secretary

Sally Kingsley - Treasurer/Store Representative
Holly Walter

Vincentian Spiritual Moderator

2021-2022 Advisory Board
Janice Ferguson - School Backpacks

Denise Golpl - Scholarships
Nancy Ortolano

Layettes/Reading Enrichment
Leona Prinzbach - Fresh Start
Tina Skrzypkowiak - Historian

Marian Snyder - Junior Ladies of Charity
Susan Ward - Member at Large/Style Show

Judy Burd - Member at Large
Mary Ernest - Member at Large

Margaret Latona - Member at large
Judy Mislin- Member at Large

Office Staff
Delma Funderbunk - Team Leader

Patra Mangus - Team Leader

Mission Statement
The Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an 

organization of women volunteers embracing the 
ideals of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de 

Marillac. We inspire and encourage each other while 
working with the needy to break the cycle of poverty 

in our communities and in our world.

From the Director
Julie Lulek

Wow! What an exciting few months it has been. In such 
a short period of time, I’ve met so many wonderful peo-
ple and witnessed so much good work being accom-
plished. 
In August, hundreds of backpacks were filled and dis-
tributed to students in need, followed by some big 
events in September to recognize the 80-year anniver-
sary of the Ladies of Charity organization in Buffalo.  
There was a big sidewalk event at our Broadway lo-
cation, giving away hot dogs to community members, 
and lots of items that were sold for $0.80, in honor of 
the big year.  
At the end of September, we were honored at a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Mike at Our Lady of Victory Ba-
silica, as a token of recognition for 80 years of service.  
The highlight of October was certainly the Style Show!  
What a fun event – and such generous participants led 
to a very financially successful day! Thank you to ev-
eryone who came, donated, and/or helped out in so 
many different ways.
I’ve learned so much, yet still have much to learn! I 
realize that I have some big shoes to fill, and I appreci-
ate all of your patience as I begin to learn my way.  My 
biggest take-away thus far – this group of ladies – The 
Ladies of Charity – are an amazing bunch of individ-
uals. I’ve never seen such a hard working, passionate, 
kind-hearted, generous group, with a keen focus on 
helping those in need.
I have really enjoyed getting to know many of you who 
come in to the store and help out with other programs 
at 1122 Broadway. I’m hopeful that more ladies who 
desire, are able to come in, in person, soon.  But I am 
very aware of all of the local parish ladies that are con-
tributing in various ways too. It is all important work.  
Thank you for all you do.
I’m really looking forward to this upcoming season to 
give thanks – and support the programing that helps to 
make the holidays brighter for so many people in our 
community.
Thank you for the warm welcome. I am so excited and 
proud to be a part of this wonderful group of women. 
With warm regards,

				    - Julie
 

The Ladies of 
Charity 80th 

anniversary logo 
was designed by 
Junior Lady of 
Charity Olivia 

Dobiesz.
Thank you, Olivia!



3

Advocacy News
Holly Walter

The National LCUSA advocacy committee is back to 
full strength and is active once again.  Occasionally 
there will be a few messages in this column from us on 
various topics such as Systemic Racism, Immigration 
issues, Climate Change and Environmental policies, 
Human Trafficking, Homelessness, Ending Violence 
against women, and Health Care policies. Please look 
for them in the future. For this particular column there 
are just a few topics on the New York State level and 
national issues.

The NYS Catholic Conference has offered two opin-
ions on different topics. One of the concerns is the 
Physicians Assisted Suicide legislation that has been 
mentioned before in other columns but keeps popping 
up. The Catholic Conference is opposed to this legisla-
tion. To offer your opinion please go to nyscatholic.org 
and click on "Latest Action Alerts". Make sure you are 
a member of the Catholic Action Network (CAN) so 
you can make your voice heard on this and many other 
issues.  Another issue is to provide services and sup-
port for unaccompanied minors with no lawful immi-
gration status. These services include counseling, legal 
services, language services, employment assistance, 
enrollment in public schools and bilingual support 
groups. The Catholic Conference supports legislation 
to help these children.

The U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
(USCRI) is welcoming Afghan Refugees under the Hu-
manitarian Parole Program. Over 350 Afghan refugees 
will be coming to Buffalo alone and some will be as-
sisted through our own Catholic Charities Immigration 
and Refugee Center on Herkimer Street in Buffalo. If 
you or your parish would like to assist please phone 
the Center at 716-842-0270 and ask for the Volunteer 
Coordinator.  Catholic Charities is also supporting the 
Child Tax Credit for families with children. There is 
time to sign up for the payments before the November 
17th deadline if you know any families that need this 
assistance.

Also on the Federal Level, the US Refugee Admissions 
Program is now accepting new applications as part of 
the Central American Minors Program and accepting 
some adults and guardians of children who crossed the 
border alone. The adults must have temporary permis-
sion or have cases pending so they can stay in the Unit-
ed States.

An update on the Global Malnutrition Prevention and 
Treatment act of 2021: both the Senate and House have 
produced legislation that authorizes USAID  to scale up 
efforts to address global malnutrition and has the poten-
tial to impact the lives of tens of millions of women and 
children around the world. Visit http://www.bread.org/
global-nutrition to get the "Fact Sheet" and then "Take 
Action" at bread.org/gov.
Thank you for your advocacy.
				    - Holly

Dolores Byron was 
the lucky winner of 

the Ladies of 
Charity’s End of 
Summer Steak 

Dinner for 10 raffle.
Dolores won $100 
to purchase steaks, 

along with totes 
filled with helpful 

items for a cookout!
Thank you to all 

who supported the 
raffle!

Congratulations!
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The Lancaster Junior Ladies of Charity at St. Mary 
of the Assumption Parish found ways to continue to 
support those in need in our community throughout 
the summer and fall and still remain safe through the 
pandemic. Meetings continued in the parish’s outdoor 
pavilion through September. The girls were able to 
complete work on their project, which benefited the 
residents of Gerard Place, providing summer fun kits 
and books for children, personal hygiene kits for moth-
ers, and decorative hand painted rocks to adorn the Ge-
rard Place campus.

The pavilion was also the perfect spot to hold a week-
end long bake sale in August, bolstering their treasury, 
which is allowing the girls to continue their charitable 
work. The girls also were able to make reusable shop-
ping bags from tee shirts, which are being given out 
at the LOC Lots of Clothes Store. They also decorated 
bags for the LOC Christmas for the Home Bound proj-
ect. Twice during the summer, the Juniors were able to 
gather to help sort baby clothes for the St. Gianna Mol-
la Pregnancy Outreach Center. Some of the girls also 
assisted with the LOC backpack project.
During the fall season, Anna Brown and Charlotte Mi-

Junior Ladies Continue to Support the Community
By Marian Snyder

St. Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity Linda Mikula, left, 
and Samantha Meyo volunteered alongside, from left, 
Llinda Kaminski, Sonya Tucker, Andrew Pieczynski 

and Diane Jordan from the Olmsted Center for Sight 
to fill backpacks for students in need as the new school 

year started this fall.

randa volunteered as models at the LOC Annual Style 
Show. The Juniors also held a parish wide Halloween 
costume collection at St. Mary’s, netting approximately 
70 new and gently used costumes, which were donat-

ed to Gerard Place, 
LOC and the Re-
sponse to Love Cen-
ter. Halloween treat 
bags were assembled 
and distributed to 
Gerard Place, Buf-
falo Public School 
#6 second graders 
and the residents of 
Symphony Manor in 
Lancaster. The girls 
also joined forces 
with St Mary’s LOC 
to supply donuts and 
cider for the Sym-
phony Manor Hal-

loween festival. The 
girls were also invited 
to take part in the Re-
sponse to Love Cen-
ter Outdoor Health 
Fair, entertaining the 
visitors with pumpkin 
painting. As of Octo-

ber, monthly meetings have moved indoors, with a new 
temporary home at the Lancaster Elk’s Lodge.
If you would like more information about joining the 
Junior Ladies or starting your own group, please con-
tact Marian Snyder at (716) 681-2957.

Junior Lady of Charity Julia 
Drayer is pictured with personal 
hygiene kits that were prepared 
by the Junior Ladies for moms 
at Gerard Place, Buffalo. Julia 
is secretary of the JLOC at St. 

Mary of the Assumption, 
Lancaster.
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From the President
Kathy Roseti

Hello Ladies of Charity Members!  
What a crazy year it has been, but we are moving for-
ward! We just celebrated our 80th Anniversary Mass 
of Thanksgiving with Bishop Fisher and held our 20th 
Dress for Less Style Show, entitled Color Me Happy.  
The title reminds us that we can now look forward with 
confidence and joy.  We can Color our Members Happy 
(and Thankful) that we survived Covid and are able to 
safely minister to the poor. We can Color our Organiza-
tion Happy that we are in a good place financially. 
And we can Color us All Happy that we welcome with 
this issue our new director, Julie Lulek. Many of our 
members were able to meet Julie and her family at the 
Style Show, where she served as our commentator. 
(Which by the way she did a wonderful job!) 
As you may know, Julie began her career with Cath-
olic Charities approximately three years ago, and she 
comes to Ladies of Charity with a work history that has 
always focused on helping low-income and marginal-
ized communities. I have personally had the opportuni-
ty to work with Julie on several issues and appreciated 
the cooperation received. We can look forward with 
confidence in our relationship with CCWNY. I have 
found her well-prepared, open-minded, approachable, 
very pleasant to work with, and a good leader. She has 
clearly done her homework. She follows through on her 
promises and gets answers when needed. She grasps the 
needs of our organization, respects our independence as 
a Vincentian organization, and approaches the position 
of our director with transparency. Looking forward, I 
am sure our partnership with Catholic Charities will 
continue to thrive with our shared mission of helping 
the needy.
So, let us all Color the Next Year Happy through our 
participation and support of the Ladies of Charity min-
istries and programs. I thank each of you for all you do. 
God Bless!
				    - Kathy

Congratulations to LOC Kathy Sieracki, 
who recently was commissioned as a 

Vincentian Spiritual Moderator. Kathy is 
also co-president of the Altar Rosary 

Society at St. Benedict Parish, Amherst.

Out of Town Enrollment 
Ceremony Held

Nine members from the Pavilion and Bergen, NY La-
dies of Charity groups were enrolled at Mass on Octo-
ber 28 at Mary Immaculate Parish, Pavilion. 

Rev. Alphonse Arulanandu, Pastor, LOC President 
Kathleen Roseti, Membership Vice President Linda 
Hall and Spiritual Moderator Holly Walter conducted 
the enrollment ceremony. Others in attendance includ-
ed members of the LOC Advisory Board, along with 
the presidents of both groups. Mass was followed by a 
delicious luncheon provided by members of the Pavil-
ion Ladies of Charity. 

Congratulations to Janet Boehly, Linda Boyce, Sally 
Capurso, Leane Hawley, Sandy Pawlak, Carol Purcel, 
Vicky Sikorski, Rae Snyder and Pat Uberty.

Ladies of Charity
Diocese of Buffalo

80th Anniversary Prayer
Gracious God, as we celebrate our 80th anniversary 
as Ladies of Charity here in the Diocese of Buffalo, 
may we take the words and advice of our founders, 

St. Vincent de Paul and
St. Louise deMarillac, to heart and always go about 

serving those who need us
with great gentleness, compassion, and love. 

May we always serve
others from the heart and show affection for all 

those we come across who need a helping hand as 
we have done these past 80 years. 

May we always follow the example of concern and 
respect for the poor that St. Vincent and St. Louise 

gave us so many years ago. 
May we continue to treat others as Jesus did when 

He was here on Earth and use our hands, minds, and 
hearts to be like Him in everything we do.

Lord, we ask for Your Blessing as we continue our 
work among the poor and marginalized in our 
community. Help keep us strong in faith and 

perseverance despite any obstacles put in our path.
We ask all this in Jesus name.

Amen.
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On Saturday, October 2, the Ladies of Charity held 
their 20th Annual Dress For Less Style Show at The 
Column’s Banquet Facility in Elma, a beautiful venue. 
The theme of this year’s show was Color Me Happy.  
Julie Lulek, newly appointed Ladies of Charity direc-
tor, was the show’s commentator. The event was a great 
success! Clothing, purse and jewelry boutiques had 
many lovely items for sale prior to the luncheon and 
fashion show. More than 50 theme baskets were raf-
fled, and attendees were also able to purchase split club 
tickets. Three cash prizes of $173 were awarded.  Many 
thanks to our 10 models, including two Junior Ladies of 
Charity, all of whom walked the runway in fashionable 
outfits, which were later available for purchase.  Mega 
thanks to co-chairs Susan Ward and Nancy Ortolano for 
organizing the event and for all their hard work.  

Color me happy! This year’s Ladies of Charity Style 
Show featured two models from the Junior Ladies of 

Charity, Anna Brown and Charlotte Miranda, top left, 
as well as the show’s first-ever male model, CCWNY 
staff member Jamie Rogalski, top right. Additional 
models included, in the lower photo from left, Mary 

Ellen Carver, Nancy Ortolano, Janice Ferguson, 
Carolyn Stewart and Anne Gavin.

2021 Dress For Less Style Show: “Color Me Happy”
By Sharon Darisse

More stylin’ at this year’s 
show featuring our 

models: Clockwise from 
above left: Mary Ellen 

Carver, Kathy 
Bartoszewski and 
Janice Ferguson. 

Many thanks to all 10 of 
our models and all who 

made “Color Me Happy” 
a success!

Thanksgiving Prayer 
This Thanksgiving, let us remember all the good 
things, and people, who have come into our lives. 

We focus on thanking each one who has helped us, 
and ultimately thank God for 
the good gifts of this world. 

Let us pray... 
God our Father, Graciously accept from Your 

humble people a thankful heart and spirit. 
Everything we have and are able to share with others 

ultimately comes from Your love of your creation. 
Often, we think that everything we have is our own 
creation; we ask you this day to create in us a spirit 
of gratitude, that we may always know that all good 
gifts come from You. We ask this through Christ our 

Brother, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Thrift Store Sidewalk Sale and Hot Dog Roast

Celebrate 80 Years of LOC Service

Sale items were priced at just $.80 at the Lots of 
Clothes Thrift Store during a Sidewalk Sale as part 

of the Buffalo Diocese Ladies of Charity’s 80th anni-
versary celebration. Pictured working at the sale are, 

from left, Linda Hall, Sharon Darisse and 
Kathy Roseti.

Gathered while working at the Sidewalk Sale at Lots 
of Clothese Thrift Store are, from left, Janice 

Ferguson, Marilyn Slowinski, Pat Neu, Kathy Roseti, 
Diane Sippel and Mary Ernest.

ABOVE: Sidewalk sales are brisk as the LOC team 
works to keep things moving. From left: Janice Fergu-
son, Mary Ernest, Marian Snyder and Sally Kingsley.
LEFT: A free hot dog roast was also part of the fun 

during the LOC Sidewalk Sale. Distributing the yum-
my treats are Leona Prinzbach left, and Linda Hall.



In Memoriam

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo,

Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 1 PM 
(716) 895-4001
locbuffalo.org

Affordable prices for clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.
All are new or gently used.

Catholic Charities of Buffalo
Ladies of Charity
1122 Broadway
Buffalo, NY 14212
Ladies of Charity: a volunteer organization of  
Catholic Charities
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We remember these Ladies of Charity who passed away between May and October, 2021. We honor and 
thank them for their many Works of Mercy toward improving the lives of those living in poverty throughout 

our community.
Miriam Aquino
Carol Bonnas

Carol Calabrese
Jean Alice Cummings

Mary A. Faulhaber

Miriam Fox
Mary Kirby Miller
Marion Schlager

Suzanne Schneider
Antoinette Tripi


