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Recent Assembly Recap and Next Year’s Assembly News... Get Ready!! ...

Ladies of Charity: National Assemblies: 2022 and 2023
by Kathy Sieracki

Over 100 Ladies of Charity from across the United States came together in Knoxville,
Tenn., August 26-27, to explore the theme, “Vision 2022: Seeing Christ in the faces of those we
serve.” Our Buffalo association was represented by Sharon Darisse, Janice Ferguson, Marilyn
Leslie, Julie Lulek, Kathy Roseti, Kathleen Sieracki and Holly Walter. The assembly opened with
a Mass. National Spiritual Advisor Fr. Richard Gielow, CM. looked at the congregation and pro-
nounced, “The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord,” thus setting the stage for two days of spir-
ituality, learning and fellowship.

Major speakers discussed the impact of childhood poverty; the Vincentian response to
homelessness; systemic racism; and the life of St. Vincent de Paul. Ladies also had the opportunity
to attend two of four workshops featuring local service providers, perhaps learning new solutions to
issues faced by their own associations.

Separate meetings of women from each of the five LCUSA regions included election of
directors and regional vice-presidents. Buffalo is part of the Northeastern Region and Natalie
Boone from the St. John’s University Association, Kathy Roseti from Buffalo, and Fran Simkulet
from Binghamton will serve as directors for 2023-2024. Natalie Boone was elected as Regional
Vice President. Another distinction for our region is that our own Holly Walter will be President of
LCUSA for the next two years and Irene Siedlarczyk of Binghamton will support her as President-
Elect.

Other learning opportunities were information sessions about the Junior Ladies of Charity
and the Lay Vincentian Moderator formation program. Videos of all the presentations are available
on the national website, aic.ladiesofcharity.us. There are also many photos of all the assembly ac-
tivities.

These are some of the facts about the assembly. Harder to convey are the warmth, the
hospitality, the joy, the camaraderie and fun that are the heart of an LCUSA assembly. The best
way to understand is to experience it for yourself, and you will have a unique chance to do so by
attending the 2023 National Assembly, Sept. 7-9, right here in Buffalo. It will be up to each of us to
convey the spirituality, spirit of service, warmth and joy of our association as we welcome others
from across the country.

Fr. Gielow wrote in the assembly program: St. Vincent said “the poor are helped more
when we organize. That is why we have National Assemblies. You are a vital part of that. Your
presence loudly announces your love of LCUSA and your willingness to be a part of something
very special. It is special because your gift of yourselves to each other is seen as your love of
Jesus, Vincent, Lousie and Elizabeth in a very concrete way.”

Ladies of Charity: We Choose Love.



2022-2023 Advisory Board

Executive Board

Director Julie Lulek
President Kathleen Roseti
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity =~ Mary Ellen Carver

Co-VP of Programs/Publicity Sharon Darisse

VP of Membership by Committee
Secretary Mary Carroll
Treasurer Elizabeth Wasielewski
Store Representative open—(Sally Kingsley)
Spiritual Moderator/Advocacy Holly Walter
Advisory Board
School Backpacks Janice Ferguson
Scholarships Denise Golpl
Fresh Start Leona Prinzbach
Junior Ladies of Charity Marian Snyder
Layettes/Reading Enrichment Nancy Ortolano
Co-Chair Style Show Susan Ward
Co-Chair Style Show Nancy Ortolano
Member at Large Judy Burd
Member at Large Anita Castillo
Member at Large Judy Mislin
Member at Large Kathleen Sieracki
Member at Large Diane Sippel
Editor Charity Link Ann Marie George

Committee Members

Historian Marilyn Leslie

Sunshine open—(Mary Ann Meegan)
Office Staff

Team Leader Delma Funderburk

Outreach Specialist Denise Watroba

Mission Statement
Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an

organization of women volunteers embrac-

ing the ideals of Saint Vincent de Paul &

Saint Louise de Marillac. We inspire & en-
courage each other while working with the
needy to break the cycle of poverty in our

communities & in our world.

Director’s Corner

The past few months
have been busy and excit-
ing! In August, I had the
pleasure of attending my very
first Ladies of Charity Nation-
al Assembly in Knoxville, TN. It was a
beautiful gathering of lovely women, with
several thoughtful and thought-provoking
sessions. One of the speakers, who was a
priest, a university professor, and a social
worker, spoke on trauma & poverty, and
provided a very interesting perspective on
the impact of trauma on the brain and those
living in poverty. Attending this Assembly
was also a nice preview for me, as we will
be hosting the event next September. We
still have a lot to do to prepare, but we are
well on our way into the planning process
for the big event. We hope to have a big
Buffalo presence - at the event - but would
also welcome any support you would like to
lend along the way in the planning phase.

August was also a busy month at the
Center with many volunteers, led by Janice
Ferguson, organizing school supplies and
filling HUNDREDS of backpacks for distri-
bution. Thank you to all of those that donat-
ed supplies and who helped get backpacks
into the childrens' hands.

September brought another Style
Show, and another HUGE success! What a
wonderful group effort that event is - so
much work goes into it, by so many peo-
ple— Thank you to all who contributed!

As we embark on another busy holi-
day season, - I like to take time to reflect on
how blessed I am - and channel those feel-
ings to 'pay it forward' service, to those who
need some extra help right now. [ know
many of you do the same. If you want to do
more - we are always grateful for extra
hands at the Center.

I hope you make time to enjoy those
who make you happy, and spend time doing
things you enjoy this holiday season.

With warm regards,

Julie Lulek



Message From Our President,
Kathleen Roseti

While I was thinking about what to
write about in this issue of the newslet-
ter, I learned of the passing of Celine
“Sally” Kingsley.

Sally had been a devoted, long-
time member of our Association of the
Ladies of Charity (LOC). She was one of the many
awesome women | have had the honor of meeting and
volunteering along with. We worked closely at the
thrift store, on the advisory board and as officers of
our organization. She had served as treasurer of our
organization for many years, recruiting Betty
Wasielewski as her replacement in July.

Sally served her church as a parish trustee.
She was a good steward of LOC. A “regular” LOC
volunteer, she had volunteered at our Style Show a
few days before her death and appeared to be in good
health. She was a kind person who became a friend.
Sally, like so many other women who devote them-
selves to fulfilling the mission of LOC, lived her
faith.

I share this with you to honor Sally, but to
also remind each of us that what we do is important
and touches the lives of our clients, family, friends
and our fellow volunteers. What we do is not done
alone. It requires that we too support each other, grow
our organization and mentor those who will follow
us. It requires that we too be good stewards of the
Ladies of Charity, its assets, its history, our member-
ship and its mission.

It requires us to live our faith.

May we all be a “Sally”.........

Advent Reflections

A Praver and Fellowship
Conference will be held on
Wednesday, December 7, 2022,
from 9am to 1pm, at the Russell
J. Salvatore Food Pantry &
Outreach Center, 75 Caldwell
Ave in Lackawanna.

Guest Speaker will be Deacon
Ted Pijacki.

Please watch your mail for
information on how to register.
Come and participate in Advent
song and prayer; including
reflective learning and activities.

A light lunch will be served at a
cost of $13.

V' YF V¢ S.F Y SE LE Y S LE LE LE LF L7
A2 U2 S 2 S 2 G 2 G 2\ G 2\ G 2 G S S ZA S 2\ S 2 S 2§

A Important Dates A
¢ November 16, 2022: YA

7v World Day of the Poor g
¢ (Caldwell Ave)

~{ 1

<~ December 5— December 23: kg
¢ Fill orders for Christmas Toy ¢
++ Referrals (3rd floor Broadway) -

<~ Project Fundraiser— <~
< chance to win daily for 6 e
~- months Jan-Jun 2023. e

W e

‘e 57

T sfesfesfeskeosk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk st st st st sk skeskeskokoskokok
N'F

2 9/7/23—9/9/23 "
“ LCUSA w
~. National Assembly
- Buffalo Hyatt I

7 Y Sy F YF ¥ LF ¥ L7
A A A A AN AN AN AN A AN AN G AN G S ¢



2022 Backpack Project

After a two year absence, the LOC gladly returned to their backpack ministry.

Our very loyal Blind Association friends Andrew, Linda, Sonya & Diane were only a
call away and ready as needed. Together with the Junior Ladies of Charity (JLOC)
from St. Mary’s parish in Lancaster and working as a team, the backpacks were filled
with the appropriate school supplies.

When Catholic Charities caseworkers submitted the requests, the JLOC stepped up and
filled those orders, selecting just the right age-appropriate backpack for each child.
The backpack requests cover the entire 8 counties of the Diocese of Buffalo.

This year many of the backpacks were delivered to the Dunkirk/Fredonia and

Niagara Falls areas. Many also went to families from the Catholic Charities
Immigration and Refugee program. Over 460 backpacks were distributed to

children in need this summer in time for the new school year.

Special thanks to St. Stephen’s parish in Grand Island for the generous donations

of backpacks and school supplies. Year after year the parish has held a special drive to
collect these much needed items. Much appreciation also goes out to the many church
groups, businesses and individuals who contributed backpacks and supplies to the pro-
ject as well. Donations are accepted year round at the LOC Center at 1122 Broadway,
9 am to 2 pm weekdays.

Thank you and God Bless,
Janice Ferguson, Backpack Project Chairperson.

Blind Association
volunteers with
members of the Junior Ladies
of Charity.




LADIES DAY OUT - 2022-
LUCY DESI MUSEUM -
NATIONAL COMEDY CENTER—

JAMESTOWN.

On Wednesday, July 12, a Grand
Tours luxury coach took 39 Ladies of
Charity to visit the Lucy Desi Museum
and the National Comedy Center in
Jamestown. Our bus driver, Chris, and
tour guide, Nelson, were wonderful, and we were very appreciative of their work.

After visiting the Lucy Desi Museum, we had a delicious lunch at the Tropicana
Room, which contained a re-creation of the Desi Arnez bandstand used in the “I Love
Lucy” TV show.

After lunch, we were on our way to the National Comedy Center, where we each
created a “profile” of our favorite comedians, comedy movies, TV shows, etc. and began
to explore the Center, which had many interactive displays and movie/TV clips of nu-
merous comedians. There was so much to see. It deserves a trip back. As always, the visit
ended with the gift shop! On our way home, we had a split club which gave two prizes
of $43 each. We also had a two drawings for a free gift card to a local store.

Everyone in attendance had a great time.

Diocesan Anniversary Day of Service at Ladies of Charity.

Participants in October 22nd’s Diocesan Day of
Service joined Deacon Steve Schumer and
LOC President Kathy Roseti at Ladies of Char-
ity on Broadway. Activities included painting,
sorting and pricing clothing and sorting items
donated for LOC’s Fresh Start ministry. Vol-
unteers were from St Pius and St Gregory the
Great Parishes. The day was complete with an
unexpected visit from Bishop Mike Fisher!

Front left to right: Liz Witucki, Becky Falletta, Audrey Omillian, Bishop Mike Fisher. Rear left
to right: John Roseti, Kathy Roseti, Deacon Steve Schumer, Tom Witucki and Ben Omillian.

Well Wishes for Delma......

Delma is the team leader in the LOC office on Broadway
and recently had surgery and will be out of the office for approxi-
mately two months. She is a dedicated Catholic Charities employ-
ee as well as a caring Lady of Charity who is always upbeat and
greets everyone with a smile and a kind word. Let’s flood Delma’s
mailbox with get well cards. We miss you Delma. May God bless
you with a speedy recovery!

Cards may be sent to:
Ms. Delma Funderburk c/o Ladies of Charity
1122 Broadway Buffalo, NY 14212




A Big Thank You to: Tina, Mary, Linda & Margaret...

to a few of our friends that are stepping
away from our Advisory Board :

Front: Tina Skrzypkowiak
Top L-R: Mary Ernest, Linda Hall
Not in picture: Margaret LaTona

Tina- joined advisory board as member at large July 1, 2017. Held position of Histo-
rian last 3 years. Until recently, Tina was a weekly volunteer at the thrift store.

Mary- joined advisory board as a member at large on July 1, 2017. She has held posi-
tion of VP, Programs and Publicity. She volunteers at the thrift store weekly and
oversees our new hat and glove Christmas ministry in addition to helping with our
backpack and school supplies program.

Linda— joined the advisory board as a member at large on July 1, 2019. Served as vp
for membership for last two years. Weekly volunteer at the thrift store. Oversees jew-
elry sales in the thrift store.

Margaret- joined Advisory Board in July 1, 2020 and served until 6/30/22. She is a
thrift store volunteer and has helped with backpack ministry.

Congratulations to our
Steak Raffle Winner.....

Rosemary Cavaretta.

Parish Grants Awarded

The Parish Grant program was established to help active Ladies of Charity members/groups
with their ministries to help the less fortunate. The applications were reviewed by the Advisory
Board and 3 parishes Ladies of Charity groups were selected to receive $200 each for their
proposed projects:

Holy Family Parish - Albion - The grant money will be used to support a project that will pro-
vide personal care items and winter clothing items in the small towns throughout their area.

St. Andrews Parish - Kenmore - Grant money will be used to help with their layette ministry.
St. John the Baptist Parish, Tonawanda - The grant money will be used to support their layette
ministry.

We look forward to hearing about the impact these grants have on helping those less fortunate.
Their results will help us determine if the program should be renewed next year.



2022 ‘Style By The Mile’ Fashion Show — Big Success

By Sharon Darisse

The Ladies of Charity Annual Style Show held on September 24th was
a sell-out, attended by 300 Ladies of Charity members and their
guests. Julie Lulek, Director Ladies of Charity Diocese of Buffalo,
provided the commentary for our ten models, including two from the
Junior Ladies of Charity. All clothes worn by our models came from the
Lots of Clothes thrift store on Broadway.

A delicious lunch of chicken chardonnay was served.

A Split club raffle was held and three prizes of $200 were given out.

Attendees were able to shop before lunch at the Boutique, which con-
tained many beautiful clothing items, purses, jewelry and fur coats, all from
the thrift store. They could also take chances on over 80 theme baskets.

This event is the largest fund raiser for Ladies of Charity and we are
thankful to all the volunteers who worked so hard to prepare for this event.
Many thanks to all who assisted for this event, and to all who attended.




Junior Ladies of Charity: Fall Update

by Marian Snyder

St. Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity celebrated the start of the new
school year with a September meeting that included ice cream sundaes.

The JLOC wrote introduction letters to 15 second-grade students in
Miss Paula’s class at Buffalo Public School #6. All of the children in this
class are refugees this year. We are eagerly awaiting responses from the
Children, as well as an opportunity to get to know them. Our plans include
providing the children with treats and gifts throughout the school year for var-
1ous occasions. And we hope to spend an afternoon with them at the end of
the school year.

The JLOC also brought donations and put together a Garden Basket
for the LOC Style Show. Two of our Juniors, Charlotte and Madison
modeled in the show as well and had a grand time.

On Columbus Day, eight of the JLOC girls spent the afternoon visiting
their friends at Symphony Manor in Lancaster! The girls ran the bingo
games, sat with residents needing assistance, provided the prizes, and
brought cookies and brownies that they served as refreshments. Then
they taught several residents how to make reusable tee shirt bags.

Some of those bags will be used at our Lots of Clothes Store and at local
food pantries. Some residents kept the bags for their personal use. All
in all it was a fun afternoon for all who participated.

Plans are in the works to provide the residents at The Manor with treat
bags for Halloween and favors for Thanksgiving and Christmas.

If you would like more information about The Junior Ladies of
Charity please contact Marian Snyder at (716)681-2957 or email at
mariansnyder33@gmail.com.




ADVOCACY NEWS by Holly Walter

As you may have known, we hear from our Advocacy Representa-
tive in the Northeastern Region, Marie Copeland, every month, so I am re-
___Ylaying some of what she reported.

From the NYS Catholic Conference-They are still following the is-
sue of Physician Assisted Suicide and await the start of the new legislative session. Please
go to nyscatholic.org

From Migration and Refugee Services-An Act has been introduced in the U.S. Sen-
ate and House of Representatives on a bipartisan basis. This bill would create a streamlined
process for Afghans who entered the U.S. over the past year to apply for lawful permanent
resident status, also known as green cards.

In August, the Department of Homeland Security ended the "Remain in Mexico"
Policy and also extended Temporary Protected Status to Syrians in the US. Please contact
your local Congressional Representatives. house.gov

On the Federal side from Catholic Charities-In June the President signed into law
the "Keep Kids Fed Act of 2022" that provides $943 million in funding for school nutrition
programs and extends pandemic era waivers that provide higher reimbursement rates for
school meals and meals provided at child care centers.

From USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)-They are urging ac-
tion by Congress on several measures that support pregnant women and families. The Preg-
nant Workers Fairness Act, The Adoption Tax Credit Refundability Act, and the Expanded
Child Tax Credit for pregnant women and a Federal Paid Family Leave Policy. The Bish-
ops called for further supports for the health and well being of pregnant and parenting
women, assistance with nutrition and affordable housing, environmental restrictions on
chemicals that cause birth defects, and provisions to assist low-income families.

The Inflation Reduction Act was signed into law by President Biden in August and
includes provisions to help lower prescription drug prices for seniors. Medicare is now re-
quired to negotiate lower prices for some of the highest priced prescription drugs, caps out
of pocket costs for insulin at $35.00, makes all recommended adult vaccines free for Medi-
care beneficiaries, prohibits drug corporations from increasing the price it charges Medicare
beyond the rate of inflation, caps out of pocket drug spending at $2000.00 for Medicare
Part D, and makes getting health insurance easier through the Affordable Care Act.

These new laws and proposals will help the people we serve in our communities:
the poor, the elderly, children, immigrants and refugees, the pregnant, and all those in need.

Thank you for your advocacy.

» se= Anna Brohman, a retired secretary from the Ladies of Charity in
75 4 Buffalo, celebrated her 90th Birthday in July of this year.

"% She is currently residing at the Suburban Nursing Home, Room 323,
28 193 South Union Rd, Williamsville NY 14221.



http://nyscatholic.org/
http://house.gov/

In memory of Ladies of Charity members

A who have recently passed away:
T o Doreen Zimpfer Cardonne Farrell
o Winifred Wozer Lenora Carroll
¢ Mary Ann Sajsa Ann Antes
Ladics of Mharty o Sally Kingsley
+ Cardonne Farrell

Sutale, Fhor Yook

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is February 15,2023.
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie George at amhgeorge@gmail.com.

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo
Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM
(716) 895-4001

Affordable prices for new or gently used:
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.
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