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Save the Dates:
• Saturday, May 2: Party Day
•  Wednesday, May 20: Mass of Remembrance 		

	 (Amherst)
•  Thursday, June 18: Out of Town Day/Mass of 		

	 Remembrance (Pavilion)
•  Wednesday, July 22: Ladies Day Out

Also In This Issue:
• St. Greg’s LOC Reaches Out with “Walker Bags” 
•  A Labor of Love from St. John the Baptist
•  World Day of the Poor: God Provides the Thread	

 •  A Special Thank You ... and more!

The Diocese of Buffalo Association of the Ladies of 
Charity (LOC) celebrate Mass together each May to 
remember their deceased members and to welcome 
their newest members. This year, we will have a sec-
ond celebration as well, in June at Mary Immaculate 
Parish, Pavilion. If you have not attended a ceremony 
to receive your cross and pray along with other mem-
bers of our association, please try to make an effort to 
attend one of these  Masses and ceremonies.  

The Enrollment Mass and Ceremony is a very spe-
cial event and should be viewed as a very solemn cel-
ebration of your membership as a Lady of Charity. 
It encourages continued involvement of 
all members in LOC’s mission of helping 
those living in poverty. 

During the ceremony the priest declares 
“you capable of obtaining all the indul-
gences and graces attached by the Holy 
See to this Association.”  He also asks 
you “to accept your crucifix, wear it upon 
your heart, and bear it with you, to be your strength 
and protection, your consolation and salvation, in life 
and in death.” Membership in our organization binds 
us to the cross we wear.

And, just as when we declare in the Act of Conse-
cration our promise to fulfill the duties of a Lady of 
Charity, that promise begins before God during our 
formal Enrollment Mass and Ceremony for induction 
into the Ladies of Charity.

Please contact Diocese of Buffalo LOC President, 
Kathleen Roseti at (716) 895-4001 (LOC Center) or 
by cell phone at (716) 573-3870 if you have not pre-
viously attended an Investiture Mass or received your 
crucifix, and would like to formally be enrolled at 
either of our upcoming Masses. The Masses will be 
held on Wednesday, May 20 at the Newman Center in 
Amherst and on Thursday, June 18 at Mary Immacu-
late. We ask that members wishing to be enrolled sign 
up prior to Mass.

“Accept Your Crucifix, Wear it Upon Your Heart ... “

One of the ministries of the Mary Immaculate Parish 
Ladies of Charity, Pavilion, a Diocese of Buffalo par-

ish group, is making blankets for All Babies Cherished 
(ABC). ABC provides Christ-centered assistance, offer-
ing emotional support, encouragement and guidance for 
parents during pregnancy, adoption and early childhood. 
Pictured are LOC members displaying one of their blan-
kets: Front, left to right: Ann Hackett, Pat Torcello and 
Rae Snyder. Back, left to right: Pat Tiede, Ursula Fuest, 
Cathy Johnson, Donna Mellander, Carol Pursel, Mary 

Shaughnesy and Evelyn Taylor.

ABC ... All Babies Cherished
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Mission Statement

The Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an orga-
nization of women volunteers embracing the ideals of 

St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac. 
We inspire and encourage each other while working 
with the needy to break the cycle of poverty in our 

communities and in our world.

From the Director
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From President Kathy Roseti:
On behalf of the entire Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of 

Charity, I’d like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Sue 
Robak for her many years serving on our Advisory 
Board as both co-chair of our Bellringer fundraising 
events and as editor of Charity Link. Sue and her hus-
band Lee recently relocated to Texas to be closer to 
their family, including two of their grandchildren pic-
tured here with her, Lily and Henry. Many thanks and 
good wishes from us all in your new home! 

A Special Thank You

Dear Friends,

Another year is here … 2020 … they just keep roll-
ing on. So many of us will turn a year older – I guess 
that is, all of us. But age should not dictate our ac-
tions and volunteering this year.
There are so many people who need our help - and 

our time spent helping them is beneficial to us as 
well. It makes us feel better as helpers of Jesus. And 
it is proven that volunteers have time added onto their 
lives.
Take a few minutes to choose a few ways to carry 

out the mission of Ladies of Charity for 2020. Use 
your talents and time to bring smiles and hope to oth-
ers.

		  Eileen C. Nowak, Director



3Advocacy News
by Holly Walter

The Ladies of Charity at St. Gregory the Great, 
Williamsville parish ministry 
group annually sew more than 
500 “walker bags,” distributed 
to nursing homes and hospitals 
throughout Western New York. 
This ministry was started more 
than 20 years ago by past LOC 
member Gerri Mergehnagen. For 
the past 15 years, it has been chaired by Martha Fal-
sone. Martha secures fabric donations from local fur-
niture and fabric stores and then purchases strapping 

material for the bags.

Katie Ola, St. Greg’s 
LOC secretary, and her 
dog, Bandit, are mem-
bers of Therapy Dogs 
International. They dis-
tribute the bags as part 
of their work. Katie de-
scribes how their work 
brings comfort to the 
elderly and sick.

Studies have shown 
that a person holding or 
petting an animal will 

cause a lowering of blood pressure, the release of 
strain and tension, and can draw out a person from 
loneliness and depression.

Pictured in the group of St. Gregory the Great’s LOC 
members who work on walker bags are, from left, Celeste 

Kray, Bianca Liscavage, Martha Falsone, Susan Ognibene, 
Nancy Ciccarelli, Pat Luzer and Joanne Randles.

St. Greg’s LOC Reaches Out 
With “Walker Bags”

Katie Ola and Bandit visit 
nursing homes and hospitals 

as volunteers for Therapy 
Dogs International.

Many issues that I have brought up before are still 
active and need our input. On the federal level, the 
DACA program came before the Supreme Court 
on November 12 and will be deliberated upon until 
spring. It is vital that we encourage Congress to act to 
provide DACA recipients with a path to citizenship. 
The House of Representatives already passed HR.6 
giving DACA recipients a path to citizenship, so the 
Senate needs to hear from us requesting they support 
S.874, the Dreamers Act of 2019. Go to justiceforim-
migrants.org and click on DACA and Dreamers Re-
source, then go to "What Should I Do Now?” Scroll 
down to Action Alert to send an email to your Sena-
tors.

The Senate needs to vote "yes" to the reauthorization 
of the Older Americans Act, which helps millions of 
seniors age in their homes through funding for Meals 
on Wheels, family caregiving and transportation. The 
House has already voted unanimously to do so. Go to 
action.aarp.org/site/advocacy.

  Urge your Senators to pass the Elijah E. Cummings 
Lower Drug Costs Act of 2019 HR.3  It would save 
Medicare $345 billion over a decade. The money 
saved would be used to extend some Medicare cover-
age for dental, vision and hearing care

Catholic Charities is asking us to support action 
against efforts to cut SNAP benefits that take effect 
April 1. It is estimated that 688,000 adults without 
dependents would be cut from the program.

On the state level, the New York Legislature began 
its 2020 session on January 8. The Catholic Confer-
ence opposes bills authorizing physician-assisted sui-
cide, repealing New York's ban on for-profit surro-
gate motherhood, and a bill that would force pro-life 
pregnancy centers to disclose that abortions are not 
offered at these centers. Please go to New York State 
Catholic Conference to voice your opinion. On the 
website, click on "Take Action" and then on "Latest 
Action Alerts.”

The Catholic Conference supports reimbursement 
for the full funding of human service workers provid-
ing services to disabled and other vulnerable popula-
tions. As Ladies of Charity, we are called to support 
and help the poor, disabled and marginalized people 
of our communities, state and nation.

Thank you for your advocacy.
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Joy to the World! A Ladies of Charity Christmas

The Ladies of Charity at St. Mary of the Assumption, 
Lancaster - in collaboration with the Junior Ladies of 

Charity and the parish’s WINGS Bible study group and 
donations from countless parishioners - provided Christ-
mas gifts to more than 16 families through the Immigra-
tion and Refugee Center, Buffalo. The gifts were distrib-
uted by Catholic Charities caseworkers. Pictured from 

left are Holly Walter, Denise Golpl, Barb Ivancic, Cosma 
Kidder, Ann Favre, Renee Hacker, Beth Warrington and 

Pat Neu.
Pat Neu, left, and Barb Ivancic packed Christmas toy 

orders at the Ladies of Charity Center in Buffalo during 
the holiday season.

December became “Socktember” at St. Brigid, Bergen, 
as the Ladies of Charity collected hundreds of pairs of 
new socks and delivered them to the Ladies of Charity 

Center. Pictured from left are Sally Capurso, Jan Bausch, 
Vicki Sikorski and Sandy Pawlak.

Mary Carroll, a member of the Ladies of Charity at St. 
Benedict’s, Amherst, took home a basket of wine as the 

lucky winner of an LOC Christmas raffle.



5

The Christmas season, as the song goes, is 
the happiest time of the year. But it can also 
be the most stressful time of the year. The 
Ladies of Charity worked this past Christ-
mas, along with our partners at Catholic 
Charities, to make our clients’ and com-

munity’s Christmas warmer, happier and perhaps less 
stressful. 

The racks and shelves were filled with new and used 
toys, goods and clothing. A steady stream of needy 
families and individuals continued to seek our assis-
tance with Fresh Start clothing and household goods 
referrals to re-start their lives - a stark reminder that 
every day, even during Christmas, there are numerous 
people who need assistance with basic living items. If 
you worked at the center during this time, you can 
attest to the many people who left our building with a 
smile each day, whether a client who was treated with 
compassion and respect or a volunteer making a dif-
ference in the lives of those in need.

CCWNY staff member Denise, along with LOC vol-
unteers, matched new hats and gloves for children 
and teens. A total of 1,737 sets were distributed this 
past Christmas season along with our toy referrals. 
Imagine the smile of a child or adult who received a 
new hat and/or gloves.  

Seven hundred fifty two bags were distributed to 
those who are homebound. Imagine the joy they felt 
to know that someone cared enough to give a stranger 
a bag filled with personal care items, cleaning prod-
ucts, greeting cards, blankets, treats, etc.

The Junior Ladies of Charity baked and decorated 
dozens and dozens of cookies that were distributed to 
various organizations throughout Western New York. 
Imagine the smiles they shared with the children and 
senior citizens they met. Imagine the lessons of ser-
vice and love they are learning at an early age about 
helping their fellow man. 
The staff - Eileen, Patra, Delma, Ciera, Joe, Carolyn 

and Cindy - and our more than 75 center volunteers, 
especially Geri Gabamonte, a mainstay of our toy 
ministry, and Chris Mislin, were busy daily receiv-
ing, lifting and sorting numerous deliveries of new 
and used toys and clothing.  There were volunteers 
from various organizations including many Ladies of 
Charity to fill toy referrals. LOC provided toys and 
gifts to 1,737 children and teens through the Holi-
day Partnership. It was a joyous time at the center, as 
volunteers worked to match the perfect gift for each 
child as if they were their own.  It was a great time 
to volunteer at the center; the smiles were contagious 
and the compassion felt by all.
And of course, none of our ministries would be pos-

sible if not for the generosity of our members and our 
friends. Donations received during Christmas and 
throughout the year allow LOC to continue these and 
all our ministries, so that we are able to make a differ-
ence in people’s lives and to show God’s love.

In closing, thank you Ladies of Charity for the nu-
merous gestures of friendship and kindness shown 
because of your faith in God and always with com-
passion for those in need.
	 - Kathy Roseti, President

Imagine ... holiday wishes come true in WNY ...

The Beauty of Quilting: From St. John the Baptist 
Members of the Ladies of Charity at St. John the Baptist, 
Kenmore, made this red, white and blue themed quilt, 
delivered recently to the LOC Center, Buffalo. Each 
lady at St. John the Baptist makes a square, and then the 
quilts are assembled. Pictured displaying the fruits of 
this labor of love are Peggy Kolber and Janet Koslowski.

From the President



The deadline for submissions for the next issue of 
Charity Link is Friday, June 12, 2020. Please email 
items to Diane Zwirecki at dianezwirecki@gmail.
com or 21 Briarwood Drive, Lancaster, NY, 14086. 

Thank you!
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The Diocese of Buffalo Association of the Ladies of 
Charity observed  the third annual World Day of the 
Poor on November 14, 2019. The day’s program in-
cluded presentations by Holly Walter, spiritual mod-
erator; Kathleen Roseti, president; Eileen Nowak, di-
rector, Catholic Charities of WNY (CCWNY) Parish 
Outreach and Advocacy and four of her employees:  
Carolyn Kwiatkowski, outreach specialist; Jen Pitisi, 
Service Corps program director; Laura Steuerman, 
nutrition educator, and Cassie Fee, AmeriCorps.

Spiritual

Holly Walter shared Pope Francis’ message explain-
ing his designating November 17 as World Day of the 
Poor three years ago. Pope Francis designated this 
year’s theme The Hope of the Poor Shall not Perish 
Forever. Holly shared a beautiful reflection, prayer 
and advocacy information to help the poor. The group 
then sang The Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor togeth-
er. 

Begin to Weave ...
And God Will Provide the Thread

Kathy Roseti introduced this year’s LCUSA Assem-
bly theme Begin to Weave and God Will Provide the 
Thread. She related LOC to the weaving of a tap-
estry, explaining how if you only had the warp, or 
vertical lines, the tapestry would be very limited in 
its effectiveness or strength. The tapestry also needs 
the woof, or horizontal lines. She asked everyone to 
picture the threads of the woof and warp weaving to-
gether, up and over each other. The tapestry resulting 
from weaving these two threads together is strong, 
functional, rich with color, and perhaps even has a 
creative design. Ribbons were distributed to each 
member, who were asked to let their ribbon represent 
them as individuals. 

Kathy spoke of how each of us is an individual, a 
family member, a member of a community, and a 
Lady of Charity. Each of us brings different interests, 
talents, skills, beliefs, education and experiences to 
LOC. She highlighted the ways in which these unique 
skills, talents and experiences are used to benefit oth-
ers.  Perhaps sewing elastic into a crib sheet, reading 
to a young child, advocating for someone without a 
voice, feeding the hungry, praying, helping a thrift 

store customer find a pair of winter boots, doing 
physical work, speaking Spanish ... Kathy pointed 
out how we are each individuals with our own experi-
ences, interests and skills, but when we work togeth-
er, we make LOC stronger, more successful and more 
effective in our mission. Individually we are good, 
but together - like the warp and woof - we are stron-
ger. Together, we weave the tapestry of our ministries 
to help those living in poverty. Members took time 
during the day to weave their individual ribbons into 
the warp, to be displayed at the LOC center.

CCWNY Parish Outreach & Advocacy
The CCWNY Department of Parish Outreach and 

Advocacy was recently awarded a grant to assist in 
educating those living in poverty with nutritional ed-
ucation. Jen Pitisi, Laura Steuerman and Cassie Fee 
gave a presentation explaining their new program: 
Nutrition – Simply Said. They shared their goals of 
helping individuals and families make healthy food 
choices.  
The team spoke about educating their clients on 

meal planning, nutrition awareness and substitut-
ing healthier ingredients, especially if dealing with 
weight, cholesterol and diabetes issues. They demon-
strated the preparation of a healthier cookie choice, 
pumpkin chocolate chip cookies, sharing the cook-
ies with their audience. Jen and Carolyn also gave 
overviews of their program responsibilities and the 
results of LOC’s collaboration with Catholic Char-
ities, sharing volunteer hours and other information 
on the number of people impacted with our minis-
tries. Eileen Nowak gave an in-depth explanation of 
the client-caseworker referral process and the many 
services offered within her department at CCWNY.  
Carolyn shared a personal story involving her own 

father who after a tour of our LOC Center and know-
ing Carolyn’s involvement with the Christmas toy 
donations, motivated his workplace to collect toys for 
LOC’s toy distribution this year ... a perfect example 
of  how to begin to weave ... and God will provide 
the thread.

LOC Buffalo Observes World Day of the Poor
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Begin to Weave ... and God Will Provide the Thread

During  the third annual World Day of the Poor, LOC members wove individual ribbons into a tapestry to be dis-
played at the LOC Center. Staff members from Catholic Charities’ Department of Parish Outreach and Advocacy 
shared their new community program, Nutrition – Simply Said, along with pumpkin chocolate chip cookies. The 

day’s activities tied in with this year’s LCUSA Assembly theme Begin to Weave and God Will Provide the Thread.

Mary Joan Fix and Diane Zwirecki have joined the 
Advisory Board of the Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of 
Charity.

Mary Joan is an LOC member at St. Gregory the 
Great Parish, Williamsville, where she and her hus-
band Paul have lived since 1984. They have one 
son and one daughter, two granddaughters and one 
grandson.  Mary Joan is a 36-year parishioner at St. 
Gregory, where she also serves as a Eucharistic min-

ister. She was instrumental in the for-
mation of the parish’s Bereavement 
Breakfast ministry and has held var-
ious offices of the Senior Organiza-
tion, including president. 

She retired from her home deco-
rating business in 2000 and enjoys 
cooking and entertaining. She is a 

Member at Large on the Advisory Board.

Diane is an LOC member at St. Mary of the As-
sumption Parish, Lancaster, where she also is com-

munications coordinator. She and her 
husband Paul have been Lancaster 
residents since 1986. They have two 
sons. Diane also works as a freelance 
writer and public relations practi-
tioner, as well as a Pilates and yoga 
instructor. 

Diane serves on the Advisory Board 
as Charity Link editor. She also volunteers as news-
letter editor for Buffalo Greyhound Adoption, Inc. 
and assists in teaching and coordinating Yoga and 
Meditation as Christian Spiritual Practice classes at 
St. Mary’s.

Two LOC Advisory Board Members Named

Diane Zwirecki

Mary Joan Fix



In Memoriam

Saturday Store Dates

April 4 

May 2

June 6 

July 11 

Lots of Clothes Thrift Store 
will be closed: 

Saturday, July 4 
(Open on Saturday, July 11) 

  

Catholic Charities of Buffalo

Ladies of Charity
1122 Broadway
Buffalo,  NY 14212

Ladies of Charity: a volunteer organization of 
Catholic Charities
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Lots of Clothes Thrift 
Store, 1122 Broadway, 

Buffalo, is open M-F from 
10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. & the 

first Sat. of the month 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

(716) 895-4001 

Daisy Estelle Anderson
Patricia Berexa
Rita Cinquino
Betty Connor
Mary Ermer

Angeline Frehse
Mary Gister

Margaret Greene
Rosemary Herald

Elaine Hurst
Shirley Klawon

Norine Kren
Dorothy Lumberg

Anne Schreckenberger
Dorothy Skowron

Mary Alice Stephan
Dorothy White
Jennie Wylegala


