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Message From Our President, Kathleen Roseti 
          

 
Lent is a great time to start a meaningful activity……. 

 
I offer a few suggestions for the year ahead in support of the Ladies of 
Charity ministries to help those living in poverty in WNY. 

 

March - start a “pennies for pillows” jar for those loose pennies in your purse or pocket. 
 

April - buy a ticket to “Party Saturday” gift card raffle and/or make a donation of a basket 
or gift card. 
 

May- Attend the Mass of Remembrance and pray for all members, deceased and living. 
 

June- Attend LOC “Out of Town” day to join in fellowship with other members. 
 

July - Take an LOC brochure to a picnic or lawn fete and encourage just one person to 
join our organization. 
 

August - register to attend the LCUSA Assembly being held in Buffalo in Sept 2023. 
 

“Socktember”- donate new socks to LOC and don’t forget to attend the Assembly at the 
Hyatt Hotel and Conference Center. 
 

October - buy a ticket to the Style Show and/or make a donation of a theme basket or gift 
card. 
 

November— Volunteer to help put “Homebound” gift bags together. 
 

December- Donate a new or gently used winter jacket, hat or gloves to LOC. 
 

January- Donate those pots and pans, dishes, sheets or towels you no longer use to LOC’s 
Fresh Start ministry. 
 

February - In lieu of a Valentine, donate those pennies you have been saving to LOC. 
 
 
“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” By Mother Teresa 
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Mission Statement 

Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organiza-
tion of women volunteers embracing the ideals of 
Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac.  
We inspire and encourage each other while working 
with the needy to break the cycle of poverty in our 
communities and in our world. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 
Saturday May 6:   
‘Party Saturday’  
Gift Card fundraiser,  
Includes a basket raffle.  
 
Tuesday, May 23:  11:30am 
St Mary’s on the Hill,  
Lancaster NY.   
Mass of Remembrance,  
Enrollment of new members 
and volunteer recognition 
luncheon. 
 
June:  ‘Out of Town Day’ :   
possible Tour of Churches  
in Genesee/Wyoming County 
area. 
 
July:  Ladies Day Out. 
 

*************************** 
 

Sept 7—Sept 9, 2023:  
LOC National Assembly: 
At The Buffalo Hyatt 

Members:  The LOC ministries are in need of the following items. 
If you can donate any of them, it would be greatly appreciated: 
 New frypans, family of four sized pots and pans. 
 New bed sheets. 
 New ‘onsies’, various sizes, and receiving blankets. 

 
We now collect your Dash Market receipts.  Dash Markets gives us a rebate check 
for turning in receipts.  Please send your receipts into us if you are not using them. 



 

 

 

Director’s Corner, by Julie Lulek 

 
Hello Ladies,  

Since our last newsletter, we’ve had two major snowstorms  

(and an earthquake!), along with two major holidays!  

  While the storms may have slowed some of us down in the moment – activity at  

the Center never stopped.  In fact, in December, we received over 1,000 referrals to our toy 

program and managed to fill every one of them, with help from many of you!  Just after the 

December blizzard, we saw many people who were directly impacted by the storm – many 

of whom were displaced from their homes.  We were able to provide Fresh Start packages 

and clothing to those individuals.   

 Catholic Charities also received a very generous donation from Catholic Charities 

USA (CCUSA), in response to the blizzard.  CCUSA purchased and shipped brand new 

winter coats, hats and gloves – many of which went to our Center on Broadway.  We are so 

grateful to CCUSA for their support, and grateful to all of you who have helped and sup-

ported along the way.  You all provide support in different ways.  Some give time, some 

give resources, some give compassion and prayers.  Many of you provide all of those 

things.  Thank you for any contribution you are able provide to support Ladies of Charity, 

and to those who need it most.    

With warm regards,  

Julie 

Volunteers Needed! 
 
Hear the call…… We are in need of ladies to help out at our 
1122 Broadway location on Mondays or Fridays from 10-2.   
 

If you would like to help once a week or once every other week,  
and for more information, please call our President  Kathy 
Roseti at 716-895-4001. 



 

 

 

Junior Ladies of Charity 
Christmas Bags, Mugs and 
Blanket Projects. 
 
And 
 
Cards to LOC from  
Students who received school 
supplies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Cards from Students who received Backpacks and School Supplies 
from the LOC: 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

Delma says…… Thank you so much for all of the cards 

and get well wishes while out for surgery.  Missed you 

all.  So glad to be back to work ! 



 

 
ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION 
 
On December 7th , approximately 25 Ladies of Charity came together at the Outreach Center 
in Lackawanna for an Advent Day of Reflection. Deacon Ted Pijacki, our guest speaker, led 
us in prayer and shared personal experiences reflecting on the Advent season. A brief discus-
sion followed Deacon Ted’s presentation. 
 
A special thank you to Kathleen Sieracki, Holly Walter and Kathy Roseti for planning the 
day’s program.  We all enjoyed playing the “Ladies of Charity” bingo followed by Christmas 
Carols. A light lunch was enjoyed by all, concluded this important time away from the hectic 
Christmas rush. 

 

World Day of the Poor —On November 16 the Ladies of Charity ob-
served World Day of the Poor at Caldwell Place in Lackawanna. With 45 ladies in 
attendance, the day began with a prayer service led by Holly Walter. Following 
the prayer service 600 gift bags were assembled to be distributed by Catholic 
Charities to the homebound. Included in the gift bags were several personal items, 
small blankets, first aid kits, and many items that were homemade by our Ladies 
of Charity.  
The Enchanted Taste Catering of Depew served a hot lunch of salad, breaded 
chicken, crispy potatoes and dessert. Many thanks to all the workers especially 
Carolyn Stewart, Julie Lulek, and Kathy Roseti for setting up the products and 
assembly line for the gift bags. There was a spirit of friendship and service for the 
poor felt by all.    
Perhaps you will hear the call to help with this ministry next year! 



 

Please Renew Your Commitment to the Ladies of Charity 
The Annual Membership Period is August 1st to July 31st. 

 
• The Ladies of Charity have been in the Diocese of Buffalo for over 80+ years serving the poor 

and those in need through parish and diocesan ministries. 

• We embrace the ideas of Saints Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac.  

• Our membership includes more than 300 women. 

• The Ladies of Charity serves Christ by sharing their time and treasure with the less fortunate.  

• We have a shared purpose with Catholic Charities of WNY and lend hands -on and financial 

support to serve their clients providing household goods, clothing, layettes, Christmas gifts, back-
packs & school supplies, First Communion outfits, Fresh Start program and other initiatives.  

• Our members serve the less fortunate through our ministries, including operating a thrift store 

in the Broadway-Fillmore community. 

• We advocate for those whose voice may not be heard. 

• Our members are compassionate, committed, service-minded women who want to make a 

difference in our community.   

• We welcome all new members and ideas to extend our service to areas of the community 

needing assistance.  

Calling all Knitters and Crochet Enthusiasts! 
 by Marilyn Leslie 

 
At the World Day of the Poor event  in November, many LOC participants were 
able to increase their yarn inventories for various prayer shawl and layette ministries 
from hundreds of donated yarn skeins. Also, individuals who knit and crochet hats, 
mittens and gloves for our shop and our Christmas Children program also selected 
yarn.  Others who create afghans or lap robes for the LOC Homebound project were 
pleased to take home yarn, as well.  Some of the talented needlewomen who were in 
attendance, as well as those who later received yarn from the LOC Broadway Cen-
ter, were from St. Joseph University, St. Amelia, St. Benedict, St. Gregory the 
Great, St. Leo and St. Mary Parishes, Sacred Heart of Jesus and Our Lady Help of 
Christians and St. Brigid (Bergen NY) Parishes.   

 
Since that abundant supply of yarn was distributed, we have re-
ceived another generous amount of additional yarn skeins and balls, 
as well as fabric for wheelchair/walker bags, quilts, etc. Please call 
the LOC Center  (716-895-4001) if you are interested in obtaining 
some of our yarn or textile inventory. There’s still a lot of winter 
weather for indoor projects! 



 

Junior Ladies of Charity: Winter Update 
 
by Marian Snyder 

 
  St. Mary’s JLOC have been keeping busy through the winter months with 
several projects that brought joy to many around the Buffalo Diocese.  
  
 In December the girls adopted two local Depew families for Christmas that our  
St. Mary’s St. Vincent de Paul group has been assisting this past year. The girls 
teamed up and purchased Christmas gifts for the family members, including two 
new sets of pots & pans, clothing, toys and crafts. They assembled 15 Christmas 
stockings full of goodies for our 2nd grade pen pals at Buffalo Public School #6, 
filled 14 large gift bags of toiletries, cleaning supplies and paper products for the 
families at Gerard Place and decorated Christmas cookies for the residents at 
Symphony Manor. They also joined forces with our St. Mary’s LOC and worked on 
a joint project filling 100 Christmas mugs with candy and wrapping them up with 
cellophane and ribbon for our friends at Symphony Manor. The residents also 
received a Christmas card with each mug. 
  
At the January meeting the Juniors made warm fleece tie blankets for adults &  
children and donated them to local organizations. Then, on Martin Luther King Day, 
we volunteered at The Response to Love Center in Buffalo, helping with various 
tasks related to the food pantry and soup kitchen. 
 
 At the February meeting the Juniors made Valentine cards & assembled candy 
treat bags for our 101 friends at Symphony Manor. They also made 40 beautiful 
Valentine cards for the Daughters of Charity who reside at the St. Louise House in 
Albany, some of whom had previously served at Sister’s Hospital in Buffalo. Our 
own Sister Mary Grace Higgins will be personally handing them out to the Sisters. 
The girls also put together treat bags for their pen pals at PS#6.   During the 
President’s Day break the girls will visit Symphony Manor to celebrate Mardi Gras 
with the residents.  They will also spend a morning at the St. Gianna Molla 
Pregnancy Outreach Satellite office at Infant of Prague Parish to help sort baby 
clothes. And on Ash Wednesday some of the girls will volunteer as servers and 
runners at St. Mary’s Parish Clam Chowder Dinner. 
 
 The girls are looking forward to more meetings & volunteer outings this spring. 
They just applied for a Hagar Grant from the National Ladies of Charity that will 
focus on teen moms, their needs and struggles. We hope to learn about different agencies 
in the community, visit some sites and see what we can do to make a difference! 
 
 The Junior Ladies are always looking for young ladies from 6th grade through 
senior high to join us in our charitable ventures.  Right now we have 21 active members 
and meet one Sunday afternoon a month from 1-3 pm in St Mary’s on the Hill Parish Cen-
ter in Lancaster.  For more information about joining our group or starting your own group 
contact Marian Snyder at mariansnyder33@gmail.com or (716)681-2957. 

 



 

 A Message from National LCUSA’s New President:   
 
We begin the new year of 2023 on a note of optimism for our continued growth as an organ-
ization here in Western New York and across the country. We are all back together again af-
ter a difficult few years to continue our work to help the poor and marginalized of our com-
munity and to meet with each other to share ideas and resources in that effort. This year I 
begin a two year term as your LCUSA President and offer myself as your humble servant in 
order to keep alive the purpose and vision of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Louise de Marillac, and 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, our founders. 
     Some of my goals for this year are first to see an increase in our membership across the 
country and here in the Diocese of Buffalo. Like all volunteer organizations, we lost many 
members in the COVID Pandemic years, not just because of illness and death, but because 
of being shut down and isolated and not being together in person for local meetings and 
events like our Mass of Remembrance and Enrollment, Ladies Day Out, Out of Town Day, 
Party Saturday, Style Show or work at the store on Broadway. We didn't have an in person 
National Assembly until last August in Knoxville Tennessee. We still need to work on bring-
ing back those who have not resumed their membership and attract new members. This will 
be an ongoing process but we need to stick with it and make the effort to let other ladies in 
our parishes and communities know of what we do and why we do it. Another goal is to ex-
pand the implementation of Junior Ladies of Charity groups across the country and here in 
WNY. I have my own Juniors here at my home parish of St. Mary's in Lancaster as a perfect 
example of how hard the young ladies work to help those in need in our area. A third goal is 
to have Ladies of Charity work more closely with other organizations like St. Vincent de 
Paul Society and other agencies that help the poor in our area. We already work with Catho-
lic Charities, as you know, but we need to expand our cooperation and do more to coordi-
nate efforts to have the best affect on helping those in need. A fourth goal is to keep all of 
you informed about the what the National LCUSA Board is doing and work to bridge the 
information gap that sometimes exists between the national and local levels. The National 
Board is there to help everyone achieve their goals and find the best ways to care for the 
people we all serve. 
     In closing, I would like to say that I am looking forward to meeting as many ladies as I 
can across the Diocese and especially at the upcoming National Assembly here in Buffalo 
which will be held on September 7th, 8th, and 9th in 2023. A wonderful three days is being 
planned for everyone including a Day of Reflection led by our National Spiritual Advisor, 
Father Dick Gielow CM, to start things off. We sometimes forget that we are also ladies of 
prayer as well as ladies of action who work hard to meet the needs of the poor in our com-
munity. Action without prayer is just work that needs to be done until it is. Our work as La-
dies of Charity will never be done as long as the poor exist in our area, our country, and our 
world. Jesus instructed his disciples that "the poor will always be with you" and how true 
that rings even today. We need prayer and the support of God Our Father, Jesus His Son and 
Mother Mary to continue what we do in every endeavor. St. Vincent, St. Louise, and St. 
Elizabeth Ann fully understood this and developed their ministries around their undying 
faith in the Will of God and the power of prayer to achieve their goals. Let us do the same.  
 
                        Yours in Humility, Simplicity and Charity,    
                         
                         Holly Walter, LCUSA President  



 

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store 
1122 Broadway, Buffalo 

Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM 
(716) 895-4001 

Affordable prices for new or gently used:  
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.  

 

Catholic Charities of Buffalo  
 

Ladies of Charity 
1122 Broadway 
Buffalo, NY  14212 
 

Ladies of Charity a volunteer 
organization of Catholic Charities  
 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is June  16, 2023.  
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie George at amhgeorge@gmail.com. 

In Memoriam 

We remember all  Buffalo Ladies of Charity friends who passed away 

recently.  We honor and thank them for their many Works of Mercy toward 

improving the lives of those living in poverty throughout our community. 

Please also remember in your prayers those who die alone, with no family to 

mourn them, and are subsequently buried in unmarked graves.  We will have a 

special commemoration for these people at our Mass of Remembrance in May.   


