
Ladies of Charity, Diocese of Buffalo 
1122 Broadway, Buffalo, NY 14212   (716-895-4001) 

Eileen C. Nowak, Director 

 The Charity Link 
Summer 2019 

 Membership 2019-2020 

 Theme: First American Lady of 
Charity Catherine Harkins 

 Director’s Corner 
 LCUSA President 
 Advocacy News 

 President Kathy Roseti 
 Junior Ladies of Charity 
 Party Saturday 

Membership Membership Membership Membership     2019-2020 

 

It’s time to renew your Ladies of Charity 
membership. Our yearly membership cost is 
$23. Our Buffalo Ladies of Charity, LCUSA 
Ladies of Charity USA and AIC the Interna-
tional Association of Charities provides Vin-
centian leadership to over 200,000 women 
throughout the world with our shared goal of 
helping those living in poverty.  
 

Your donation aids those needing our assis-
tance and honors the legacy of Catherine 
Harkins, the first American Lady of Charity. 
This Charity Link is sent to you as a mem-
ber. Its continuation depends on your dues. 
 

Please keep your membership current by 
completing the enclosed 2019-2020 member-
ship form. Please mail it with your dues for 
the new fiscal year August 15, 2019-August 
14, 2020 to LOC 1122 Broadway, Buffalo 
NY 14212. Call the Center at 716 895-4001 
with any questions. Your dues are essential 
to Ladies of Charity continuing our mission 
of helping those living in poverty.  

 

Congratulations Sally Kingsley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celine (Sally) Kingsley has been volunteering 
since 1993. She spends two full days a week 
working at the Center. As a member of the 
Buffalo Ladies of Charity, Sally is the recipi-
ent of the Presidential Volunteer Service 
Award. The Called to Service Award is the 
highest award level which recognizes individ-
uals who have given 4,000 hours or more of 
volunteer service in a lifetime.  
 

Congratulations Sally, we thank you. 
 

Congratulations Marilyn Leslie 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Lady of Charity, Mari-
lyn Leslie was recog-
nized by Director Ei-

leen Nowak at the Volunteer Luncheon on May 
16th. Marilyn received the We Couldn’t Do It 
Without You Award for the many, many projects 
she has undertaken for LOC. Most recently, she 
has organized all the greeting cards sold in the 
store and provided to the Homebound, She chairs 
the Mail Committee and can be counted on to pitch 
in wherever needed. Thank you Marilyn! 

Save the Dates 

 

July 24 Ladies Day Out  
 

Sept 20-22 LCUSA Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

Sept 28 Style Show at The Columns 
Transit Rd., Elma 



2018-2019 Advisory Board 

 

Executive Board 

 

Director                                                  Eileen C. Nowak 

President                                                       Kathy Roseti 
VP of Programs/Publicity Co-Chair         Sharon Darisse 

VP of Programs/Publicity Co-Chair              Mary Ernest 
VP of Membership                                    Christina Eberl 
Recording Secretary                                     Mary Carroll 
Treasurer                                                    Sally Kingsley 

Store Chairlady                                             Joan Quigley 

Vincentian Spiritual Moderator                    Holly Walter 
President Advisor/LCUSA Secretary    Kathleen Sieracki 

 
 

Project Committees  
 

Advocacy/Social Outreach                           Holly Walter 
Backpacks                                                Janice Ferguson 

Christmas Children                                           Ceil Borcz 
   

Christmas Homebound                                 
Fresh Start                                               Leona Prinzbach 

Layettes                                                    Nancy Ortolano 

LCUSA                                                         Holly Walter 
Reading Enrichment                                 Nancy Ortolano 

 

Standing Committees 

 

Historian                                             Tina Skrzypkowiak 

Newsletter                                                         Sue Robak 

Quilt Raffle                                                 Marilyn Leslie 

Style Show Co-Chairladies                             Susan Ward 

Junior Ladies of Charity                             Marian Snyder 

 

Members at Large 

  
                                                                      Kathy Dolan 

                                                  Denise Golpl/Scholarships 

                                              Mary Ann Meegan/Sunshine 

                                                                        Judy Palmer 
                                                                         Susan Ward 

 

Office Staff 
 

Team Leader                                        Delma Funderburk 

Team Leader                                                Patra Mangus 

Secretary                                                          Ciera Jones 

 

Mission Statement 
Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organization 
of women volunteers embracing the ideals of Saint Vin-
cent de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac.  We inspire 
and encourage each other while working with the needy 
to break the cycle of poverty in our communities and in 
our world. 
 

Director’s Corner 

  

Dear Ladies, 

 

I found that in December 1857, the first 

American association of the Ladies of 

Charity was formed by Mrs. Catherine 

Harkins. She was the first president and 

launched its early social ministry outreach 

projects in collaboration with the Vincen-

tian family. This was a feat in itself as it 

was during a major depression. 
 

 

The piece I wanted to focus on is that the 

original group only had twelve members. 

So many times I hear from some of you and 

your concern about your local group only 

has ten members, five members or twenty 

members. We started a nationwide organi-

zation with only twelve members and dur-

ing a depression. This is 2019 and that was 

162 years ago. LCUSA still thrives today. It 

is not always about the largeness of the 

group. It is about the heart of it and huge-

ness of the heart. 
 

 

If your heart is full with caring for others, 

dedication to others and an understanding 

that every little bit helps, then you are a La-

dy of Charity who is making a difference in 

this world, our world in Western N.Y. 

 

We and God thank you for all that you do. 

Go spread the word about this wonderful 

organization that has withstood the many 

tests of time. Look for others who may be a 

wonderful addition to our group and invite 

them to belong. It does not take thousands 

to get the work done, but it takes many with 

HUGE hearts. 
 

Thank you for all you do, 
 

Eileen 



St Mary’s LOC, President Holly Walter, Regional VP Irene 
Siedlarczyk, LCUSA President Debbie Chadwick & JLOC lead-
er Marian Snyder 

LCUSA President & Regional VP Visit St. Mary’s Parish LOC & Buffalo LOC 

On May 15-16 LCUSA President Debbie Chad-
wick from Nashville and regional VP Irene Sied-
larczyk from Binghamton visited the Buffalo LOC 
and St. Mary’s Parish LOC in Lancaster. As part of 
their time, they attended a St. Mary's LOC meet-
ing.  

Margaret Hanson, former President of LCUSA 
and current national board member and Fran Sim-
culet, President of the Binghamton LOC also at-
tended.  

The national leaders urged that we work hard to 
encourage new membership. They spoke with local 
leaders and members of our association, took a tour 
of our thrift store and met two St. Mary's JLOC 

members who introduced them to the pen pal let-
ters they have been writing to children in a Buffalo 
public school.  

Regional LCUSA Director Holly Walter, from 
St. Mary's invited the leaders to attend our special 
Masses and luncheons in order to familiarize our 
membership with our national leaders and enable 
our national leaders to see the good work we are 
doing here in W.N.Y.  

We must work together to forge a community dedi-
cated to serving the poor in our area, state, and na-
tion and these kind of visits are very fruitful in pro-
moting a sense of shared mission.  

St. Mary’s LOC with LCUSA President Debbie Chadwick 
& Regional VP Irene Siedlarczyk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: Chris Eberl. Alice Russ. Kathy Roseti. In back: 
Elaine Wendel. Father Roy. Cosma Kidder, Delores Celano, 
Diane Zwiecki, Debbie Chadwick & Irene Siedlarczyk   

 

Mass of Remembrance and Enrollment of New 
Members was held on May 16, 2019 at Ss. Colum-

ba-Brigid Church with 75 members in attendance.  
Father Roy Herberger was our celebrant and en-
rolled five new members. We were fortunate to 
have Debbie Chadwick, LCUSA President; Irene 
Siedlarczyk, VP Northeast Region; Fran Simkulet, 
President of the Binghamton Association and 
Margaret Hanson, Parliamentarian and past LCU-
SA President as our guests. Debbie and Irene  
spoke on the need to seek new members. Debbie 
talked about her father playing professional base-
ball in Buffalo when she was a child. She likened 
our membership need to baseball; LOC needs to 
have the “bench warmers” who will be ready to 
continue our ministries when we are no longer 
able to. The Catholic Charities staff hosted a deli-
cious Volunteer Appreciation lunch following 
Mass with a short report on the programs of La-
dies of Charity.  

Mass of Remembrance and Enrollment of New Members 



Advocacy News  
By Holly Walter 

Our local Ladies of Charity has advo-
cated for a humane and comprehen-
sive immigration policy at the federal 
level, additional aid and tax relief for 

Puerto Rico and all other natural disaster victims in 
our country in the last two years, maintaining  the ban 
on surrogate motherhood for profit, protecting the 
Dreamers from deportation and increasing SNAP ben-
efits for disaster victims.  

We have advocated against the legalization of marijua-
na, doctor assisted suicide, the new abortion bill which 
expands abortion into the third trimester and does not 
protect babies born alive during the abortion here in 
New York and cutting regular SNAP benefits for those 
who need them the most.  

There are several updates to some of the issues. The 
Recreational Marijuana  Legalization Bill was not 
part of the NYS budget this year and it doesn’t look 
like it will pass this year’s legislative calendar ending 
June 19th. There still is no disaster relief aid package 

for all those affected by hurricanes, floods, wildfires, 
lava flows and tornadoes in 2017-2018. The House of 
Representatives passed a bill protecting “Dreamers” 
this spring, but it is doubtful that it will get any further 
in the legislative chain. We continue, as Catholics, to 
oppose physician assisted suicide, legalized prostitu-
tion and commercial gestational surrogacy. We contin-
ue to support caregiver bills and aid for seniors.  

We are the ones to decide our own opinions on issues 
and also we must take into consideration the guidance 
for NYS Catholic Bishops Conference and other Cath-
olic leaders. We must make our voices heard if our 
legislators are to know how we feel about any issue. 
Please voice your opinion to both government levels.  

The website and address to contact to voice your con-
cerns here in New York is the Catholic Action Net-
work (CAN) at: http://www.nyscatholic.org. Click 
on “Take Action” and then “Latest Action Alerts.” 
On the federal level, please call 1-800-826-3688 and 
find your congressional representatives on the list or e-

mail them directly. You can also file your comments 
with Catholic Charities at catholiccharitiesusa.org/
action center. Thank you for your advocacy. 

Catherine Harkins Drake 
First American Lady of Charity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Catherine Harkins, a 23 year old wife and 
mother, was the first American Lady of Char-
ity. Born in Ireland, 200 years after the 
founding of Ladies of Charity in Paris and 
100 years after St. Louise de Marillac’s can-
onization, Catherine became the foundress 
and first president of Ladies of Charity in St. 
Louis, Missouri.  
 

Catherine was educated at St. Ann’s School 
in Pottsville PA run by the Sisters of Charity 
and was influenced by their Vincentian Char-
ity. Married in 1853 to Captain Hugh 
Harkins, they moved to St. Louis in 1857.  
 

Catherine had a repeated dream about St. 
Vincent de Paul directing her to help the 
poor. On Dec. 8, 1857, she formed the Asso-
ciation of the Ladies of Charity with twelve 
members at a time when there were many 
needy caused by the Panic of 1857. The la-
dies assisted at an orphanage run by the 
Daughters of Charity. 
  

Although widowed and remarried to Elmer 
Drake in 1884, Catherine continued her work 
with the LOC. Her work included social min-
istry outreach, education of young children, 
orphans, the elderly and needy families.  
 

Catherine promoted healthy child develop-
ment for the underprivileged. In 1893, LOC 
in St. Louis was reorganized and spread 
throughout St. Louis with 1200 members.  
 

Her granddaughter held the office of Presi-
dent of LOC for 19 years.  
 

Catherine died in 1911. Her legacy is respon-
sible for spreading Ladies of Charity through-
out the United States. 



President Kathy Roseti 
 

 

 

 

Membership in the Diocese of Buffalo Ladies 
of Charity allows us the opportunity to partner 
with Catholic Charities in serving the Western 
New York community. Catholic Charities and 
the Ladies of Charity play an important role in 
our community through the many services 
provided in helping the disadvantaged. We 
have functioned locally for over 75 years! We 
owe a great debt of gratitude to the ladies who 
paved the way for our organization, establish-
ing the many ministries diocesan-wide and 
through the many parish groups.   
 

I write to you today to ask you to think about 
one other person who might be a great addi-
tion to our organization. Someone who also 
holds the same commitment to the community 
and its citizens; to help those in need, to con-
tinue the legacy of the Ladies of Charity – 
someone you would want to hand the keys to. 
 

I also write to ask you to invite this person to 
come to a meeting with you, come volunteer 
at the center with you, to attend an LOC event 
and perhaps even join our organization.   
 

Consider this as you think about the thousands 
of people we touch each year through Fresh 
Start, clothing referrals, the distribution of 
toys and Homebound bags, layettes, book bags 
and books.  
 

In calendar year 2018, we logged over 13,000 
volunteer hours, helped over 10,000 thrift 
store customers, provided over 2,400 bags of 
clothing to St Vincent de Paul and to the pan-
tries, provided clothing to more than 3,500 
individuals through Catholic Charities refer-
rals and household goods to more than 2,000 
people through Fresh Start. 
 

People have busy lives, but people also care 
about their community and the people who 
live here. If we each invite one person, we can 
assure the legacy those before us started and 
we give our time and treasure to will continue! 

Nicaragua 

 

Our association regularly donates clothing, 
shoes and other items to the Nicaragua Mis-
sion Project through Ann Marie Zon. In the 
latest issue of the newsletter “La Via” Ann 
Marie writes about the current civil unrest in 
Nicaragua and how it “along with heavy 
government control, has caused delay in 
shipping needed supplies.” Ann Marie states 
that “since last summer, about 180 shipping 
containers destined for use by churches, 
schools, private hospitals and businesses 
have been held up with no date when any of 
them might be released.”   She also states 
that “hundreds of people are without work, 
barely scratching out a day to day exist-
ence.” She does state that they do continue 
all of their projects, to help “those who are 
in need the most.” 

 

Please pray that the situation in Nicaragua 
improves and the government releases the 
shipping containers to help those in need. 
 

You can read more about the situation in 
Nicaragua by accessing the newsletter on-

line at http://www.projectnica.com There 
are also various other ways to provide assis-
tance to the people of Nicaragua detailed in 
the newsletter including sending a child to 
school, “Cows for Kids”, the “Pig Pro-
ject,” and funding a circular hand-held 
pump so that they can pump for water. 
 

 

Dorothy Gietl turns 101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy Gietl turned 101 on March 9, 2019. 

Ladies of Charity celebrated at the Center. 

Happy Birthday Dorothy. 



HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY  
FLORENCE SYREK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic 1: Florence on a Smuckers label. Pic 2: Gillian 
Schwartsmueller with great grandmother Florence Syrek 
 

At the urging of her parish priest, Florence 
Syrek started the LOC group at Queen of the 
Most Holy Rosary on Buffalo’s East Side and 
was its first President. She was married to Jo-
seph Syrek, a member of St. Vincent de Paul 
Society at the parish. 
 

Her LOC group would go to Deaconess Hospi-
tal on Sundays and wheel the patients down to 
the chapel to attend Mass with them. Florence 
participated in this service for 25 years.  
 

Her group of Ladies would also receive the 
names of families and individuals that were in 
need from the SVPD group. The Ladies would 
drive over to the home, say a prayer in the car 
for guidance, go in for a home visit, assess the 
needs and visit with the family. They would 
also assist the SVDP men by screening fami-
lies that had applied for Christmas baskets. 
 

Florence, now a widow living in Lancaster, 
was married to Joseph for 45 years and just 
celebrated her 100th birthday. Florence has two 
daughters and many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. She remembers fondly her 
many years as a LOC and feels contentment 
along with a sense of pride for all the reward-
ing work she accomplished and the many 
friends she made along the way. 
 

Florence’s great granddaughter Gillian 
Schwarzmueller is following in her great 
grandmother’s footsteps as a very active mem-
ber of the Junior Ladies of Charity! Like her 
great grandmother, Gillian finds her work with 
the LOC very rewarding. Florence was hon-
ored for her 100th birthday with her picture on 
a Smuckers label. 

 

Junior Ladies of Charity Honored 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The JLOC visited the Catholic Charities Im-
migration and Refugee Center with the St 
Mary’s LOC and received an award for their 
ongoing service to the Center. The girls adopt 
families for the Christmas season each year 
supplying them with generous gifts.  

 

JLOC Annual Easter Bunny Brunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Greg’s LOC Household Collection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estelle Anderson With LOC Banner 
she made over 20 years ago 

 

Client Comments You guys are great, God bless 
you all.   

Everything has a place, smells clean, great ser-

vice. 
Receiving the clothes was such a blessing.  Much 
needed and one less thing to worry about. 



Party Saturday was a great success! There 
were over 100 participants and many volun-
teers to make this event fun for everyone. 
Nine regular rounds of four drawings for gift 
cards valued at $25 or more were sold at $2 a 
ticket, and one special raffle of six drawings 
of gift cards valued at $50. 
 

Pizza, soft drinks/coffee, and dessert were 
served for lunch.  Also, there were over 70 
theme baskets. Additionally, raffle tickets 
were sold for the beautiful quilt on display, 

which was  hand made by Mary Carroll.  The 
winner of quilt raffle will be drawn at our an-
nual Style Show to be held in September of 
this year. There is still time to purchase raffle 
tickets for the quilt! 

 

Many thanks to all businesses, members and 

parish groups for their donations of gift cards 

and gift baskets and to all the volunteers who 

helped make it a success.  

PARTY SATURDAY April 13, 2019 

Pavilion LOC Chairlady Nellie Colvin  
Retires 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Pictured: Eileen Nowak Nellie Colvin & Kathy Roseti 
 

Nellie Colvin, Chairlady of Pavilion Ladies of 
Charity, retired on April 16, 2019. A party was 
held in her honor. Eileen C. Nowak, Ladies of 
Charity Director and Kathy Roseti, LOC Presi-
dent are pictured with Nellie Colvin. We wish 
her all the best. Congratulations! 
 

Pavilion LOC Honoring Nellie Colvin  
 

 

 

 

 

Linda Hall Receives St. Joseph the  
Worker Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: Father Mark Noonan, pastor of St John Vi-
anney Church & Linda Hall 

 

Lady of Charity Linda Hall recently received 
the St. Joseph the Worker Award  for living 
out her Stewardship in service to the parish 
community at St. John Vianney.  
 

Father Mark Noonan, pastor at St. John Vian-
ney, mentions in his announcement to the par-
ish that “Linda takes her love of God and her 
Stewardship and service to heart – she lives it 
out in great ways.” 

Congratulations Linda! 



Store Closing Dates 

July 4                                                           Independence Day 

Sept 2                                                                       Labor Day 

Oct 14                                                               Columbus Day 

Nov 11                                                                Veterans Day 

Nov 28-29                                                           Thanksgiving 

  

 

Saturday Store Dates  
 

Saturday                      July 13 

Saturday                      Aug 3 

 Saturday                     Sept 7 

Saturday                      Oct 5 

 

 

Catholic Charities of Buffalo  
 

Ladies of Charity 
1122 Broadway 
Buffalo, NY  14212 
 

Ladies of Charity a volunteer 
organization of Catholic Charities  
 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is Oct. 15 2019. Please e-mail items to: 
Sue Robak at ladiesofcharity1122@gmail.com or mail to Sue Robak  5386 William St.,  Lancaster, NY 14086. 

 In Memoriam  
 

                            Adele Kuczka St. Mary’s Lancaster 

                            Rita Roll 
                            Lucille Vetter St. Mary’s Lancaster 

                                           Rita Herrmann Infant of Prague 

                                           Zita Antholzner St. Amelia’s 

                                           Mary Lou Athons 


