Junior Ladies of Charity Meet Their Pen Pals
By Marian Snyder

St. Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity had the wonderful
&4 opportunity to meet their 2nd grade pen pals from Buf-
| falo Public School #6 on South Division St. on June
| 24th just as the school year was coming to an end. 30
uniors & 18 school children have been corresponding
since last fall, exchanging letters, photos, gifts and
building friendships. Many of the school children are
refugees, others come from low income families.

The children were sitting on benches outside the
school waiting patiently for our arrival. When we pulled up to the parking lot and exited our vehicles the
children began jumping up and down & screaming for joy! The girls were introduced to their pen pals and in
a blink of an eye they were all off and running to the school playground to spend the afternoon running and
playing. The Juniors brought a snack to share. The teacher, Miss Paula, provided juice and water. When time
came to end our visit we walked the children to the door of the school and everyone hugged and wished each
other well. No one wanted the day to end!

I must say, as a Moderator for the JLOC for 22 years it is by far one of the most heartwarming and rewarding
experiences I have had. The Juniors, in reflecting upon the experience, also expressed the same feelings.

The girls voted to continue the pen pal program and are looking forward to meeting the new 2nd graders in
Miss Paula’s fall class. The girls have received a $150 grant from National Ladies of Charity to expand the
help they can give to the school children, along with matching funds from their treasury. They plan on pur-
chasing new sneakers or boots for those that need them, as well as hats, gloves & scarves.

St. Mary’s Pennies for Pillows Drive JLOC Helping with Backpacks

St. Mary’s of Lancaster conducted its annual Save the Date
Pennies for Pillows Drive and raised over

$1,250 over the weekend of October 12th. The Party Saturday April 5, 2020
drive benefits Ladies of Charity Fresh Start Pro- 75 Caldwell Place, Lackawanna
gram.




Holly Walter, Kathy Roseti,
Sue Robak and Denise Golpl
visit with Binghamton LOC.

The Nearly New Thrift Store
on Main St. in Binghamton
has been in business for 50
years. It is in a building owned
by Catholic Charities with the
other half of the building hous-
ing a food pantry. It is opened
Monday, Tuesday and Satur-
day 10-3 and on Friday 10-
12:30. On Wednesday,
Voucher Day, the store is
closed and vouchers are filled.
Clients are allowed 9 items.
Thursday is Clean Up Day
where the store is closed and
donations are unpacked.

The store opens with two or
three on staff. Shop managers
rotate and are volunteers.
There is no paid staff.
Clothes are on racks with the
racks marked Small, Medium
and Large. No individual siz-
es are marked. A master sign
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lists the range of prices for _

items which are at the discre-
tion of the cashier. All volun-

teers wear blue aprons and ¥

have name tags. The store
only has clothing.

It is a much smaller operation
than the Lots of Clothes
Store in Buffalo but very ef-
fective.

Binghamton’s LOC draws
members from Broome, Tio-
ga and Susquehanna Coun-
ties. They meet 6 times a year
with a June dinner held at a
local venue. We were treated
to this event while visiting as
well as a tour of the store, the
neighborhoods and overnight
accommodations.

We thank Ladies of Charity
in Binghamton for their hos-
pitality and hope we can learn
from each other and share
ideas as how best to assist
those living in poverty.

Member name tags



