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é Christmas Fund 2019 &

Christmas is a special and very busy time at
Ladies of Charity. Many volunteers come to-
gether to pack and distribute gifts to children,
families and the elderly living in poverty.

Please remember to send in your Christmas
Fund donation which was sent to you in an
LOC mailing. You can also send in a donation
to Ladies of Charity at 1122 Broadway, Buf-
falo, NY 14212. If you have any questions
please call the Center at 895-4001. Your con-
tribution will make such a difference to a per-
son in need.

Junior Ladies of Charity

One Client’s Comments about LOC

When a client gets a clothing referral they are
asked to fill out a survey Here are the ques-
tions and answers from one grateful client.

Q: Has receiving your package from LOC
improved your life?

A: These lovely ladies were very courteous
and kind. They went the extra mile to assist
me with my need.

Q: How likely is it that you would recom-
mend our program to your family or friends?

A: 10 very likely

Q:Why?
A: It is an unforgettable and mythical experi-
ence. Their altruistic love 1is abysmal

(meaning endless) and colossal.
We ladies do make a difference!!!!

« A Visit to Binghamton LOC
National Assembly

Parish News
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Thank You Eileen Summers &
Mary Pat Lundquist

A note of thanks to Eileen Summers and
Mary Pat Lundquist for collecting items for
our Fresh Start Ministry.

Eileen, who is also president of the St. Tim-
othy’s LOC led the initiative more than two
years ago to place collection barrels in the St.
Timothy, St. Andrew, St. John the Baptist
and the St. Paul parishes as well at the
Knights of Columbus on Kenmore Ave. She
and Mary Pat pick up items from the barrels
1-2 times a week and deliver them to the
LOC Center on Broadway.

Eileen states that she has a few more barrels
if anyone else is interested in setting up and
maintaining the collection of the items. You
may contact her at 716-279-7402 for more
information. Thank you Eileen and Mary
Pat!



2018-2019 Advisory Board

Executive Board

Director Eileen C. Nowak

President Kathy Roseti

VP of Programs/Publicity Sharon Darisse

VP of Membership

Recording Secretary Mary Carroll

Treasurer Sally Kingsley

Store Chairlady Sally Kingsley
Vincentian Spiritual Moderator Holly Walter

President Advisor/LCUSA Secretary Kathleen Sieracki

Project Committees

Advocacy/Social Outreach Holly Walter
Backpacks Janice Ferguson
Christmas Children Ceil Borcz
Christmas Homebound

Fresh Start Leona Prinzbach
Layettes Nancy Ortolano
LCUSA Holly Walter
Reading Enrichment Nancy Ortolano

Standing Committees

Historian Tina Skrzypkowiak
Newsletter Diane Zwirecki
Style Show Co-Chairladies Nancy Ortolano/Susan Ward
Junior Ladies of Charity Marian Snyder

Members at Large

Mary Ernest
Mary Joan Fix
Denise Golpl/Scholarships
Mary Ann Meegan/Sunshine
Susan Ward
Linda Hall
Office Staff

Delma Funderburk
Patra Mangus
Ciera Jones

Team Leader
Team Leader
Secretary

Mission Statement
Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organization
of women volunteers embracing the ideals of Saint Vin-
cent de Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac. We inspire
and encourage each other while working with the needy
to break the cycle of poverty in our communities and in
our world.

Director’s Corner

Dear friends,

Days come and go. Friends come and go. Holi-
days come and go, BUT those who have a need
for a “hand up” are always there. They may
have a different face, a different location and a
different need, but they will always be there.
We as Ladies of Charity need to be there to
give them a “hand up.” It is part of our mission
and vision.

It can be in the way of clothes or household
items we are holding onto or we no longer
need. If we have outgrown them and have not
used them in a year, then maybe it is time to
pass it on to those who can use them.

It may be in the form of a monetary donation
that can be turned into products that are needed
by those who have no toiletries, cleaning sup-
plies or underwear and much more.

We need to ask our friends and family to con-
sider Ladies of Charity to be the Charity of
choice for them to support.

The coming months are hopefully joy filled for
you and your families. Consider helping mak-
ing it better for someone you do not know.

Thank you for all you do.
Eileen

Congratulations Margaret Joy

Margaret Joy, Ladies of Charity member of
Holy Family Parish, Albion, N.Y., received the
St. Joseph's Worker Award on March 16, 2019.



Style Show September 28

Our largest fundraiser of the year was
held at the Columns Banquets in Elma. |
Approximately 300 members and -
friends attended where they were able
to purchase name brand clothing, purs- |

|

es and jewelry donated to the Ladies of
Charity Thrift Store in Buffalo. At-
tendees were also able to take part in
theme basket raffles, a split club, silent
auction and drawing for a quilt hand-
made by LOC member Mary Carroll.

The Style Show was coordinated by a
cast of many with Susan Ward and
Nancy Ortolano serving as Co-Chairs.
Our commentator was Buffalo News-
caster Mary Alice Demler.
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Advocacy News
By Holly Walter

REGIONAL, NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL

+ CARE OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

Pictured: Holly Walter at Advocacy table at the National Assembly

AARP NY is urging Gov. Cuomo and the NYS
Legislature to take action to lower the cost of pre-
scription drugs. There are three bills that would
help reduce the cost of prescription drugs and a
fourth to prevent out of pocket cost increases on
specific drugs for health plan enrollees in the mid-
dle of a contract year. One of the three bills would
allow the safe importation of prescription drugs
with the approval of the US Dept. of Health &
Human Services at a far lower price than New
Yorkers now pay. The other two bills would em-
power the state attorney general to hold drug mak-
ers accountable for price gouging and require
pharmaceutical companies to reveal deals they
sign (Pay to Delay) to keep lower priced generic
drugs from reaching the market sooner. To urge
the governor and legislature to act go to :

Welcome New Board Members
Linda Hall & Mary Joan Fix

New Advisory Board member Linda Hall has
worked at the store on Broadway for four years
and at the Style Show. She is a lifetime mem-
ber of the Sisters of St. Francis of Neumann
Communities. Linda is a lector, religion teach-
er, a Eucharistic Minister, and a member of the
Ladies Sodality at St John Vianney. She has

two sons.

Mary Joan Fix will be featured in the next

Charity Link
Welcome Linda and Mary Joan!

action.aarp.org/StopRxGreedNY.

On the Federal side from Catholic Charities USA
is the fact that Congress passed a short term
spending agreement to keep the government fund-
ed through Nov. 21st. The inability of lawmakers
to work together could lead to another government
shut down.

From Migration Refugee Services comes word
that the number of refugees accepted into the US
will be lowered to 18,000 in Fiscal year 2020.
This is a 40% decrease from last year’s limit and
an 80% drop from the 2016 limit. Congress and
the Presidential Office are in consultation over the
number of refugees to be admitted.

From the Dept. of Justice, Peace & Human Devel-
opment comes news of a USDA proposal to force
3.1 million people to lose nutritional assistance
and make it difficult to obtain SNAP benefits.

The NYS legislature is adjourned until January,
2020 but you can voice your opinion by going to
the Catholic Action Network (CAN) which can
be found at: http://nyscatholic.org. Click on
Take Action and then on Latest Alerts. On the
federal level Google your state senators and repre-
sentatives by name. Most have an application
where you can voice your opinion. These issues
affect us personally, especially the high cost of
prescription drugs or affect those we serve as La-
dies of Charity. Thank you for your advocacy.

Flowers Outside 1122 Broadway

Thank you Mary Dickerson for creating
and maintaining the garden!




President Kathy Roseti

10,000 Reasons

More than 10,000 customers were helped last year
through the ministries of Ladies of Charity.

That’s more than 10,000 times Jesus has walked
through our doors.

That’s more than 10,000 reasons to encourage “Just
One” friend to become an LOC member.

That’s more than 10,000 reasons to show compas-
sion.

That’s more than 10,000 reasons to provide excellent
customer service.

That’s more than 10,000 reasons to contribute mon-
etarily to LOC ministries.

That’s more than 10,000 reasons to donate gently
used items to LOC.

That’s more than 10,000 reasons members volun-
teered almost 14,000 hours last year.

Layettes
Backpacks
Fresh Start
Homebound
First Communion
Reading Enrichment
Scholarship Program
Christmas Toy Distribution
Lots of Clothes Thrift Store

That’s 10,000 reasons to thank each and every one
of our members for
seeing Christ in each and every person helped!

May each of you have a Merry Christmas and a
Blessed New Year!

A Special Shout Out to the St Mary’s
Junior Ladies of Charity!

By Kathy Roseti

I recently had the privilege of attending a Jun-
ior LOC meeting. I came away with a very
positive impression of these young women
and their moderators. From the eldest girls to
the youngest, they presented themselves as
young beautiful women of faith.

Their president Ana Lach and VP Olivia Hel-
wig led the meeting, with knowledge, compas-
sion and grace. It was easy to see why the or-
ganization continues to draw the young wom-
en of the parish to join the group.

Marian Snyder has been their leader for more
than 20 years. Under her guidance the girls
participate in and support various ministries in
their parish and throughout the diocese, teach-
ing each of them to live a life that includes
Christ and shows compassion for those living
in poverty.

Please take the time to read about their activi-
ties. They are one busy group doing wonderful
things as young adults for their community.

Thank you to all of the moderators including
Marion, Diane Stottele, Katie Berger, herself a
prior Junior Lady of Charity, and to all of the
current and past junior members!

Infant of Prague Household
Collection

Infant of Prague Roman Catholic Church La-
dies of Charity sponsored a Household Goods
collection September 7-8 for LOC’s Lots of
Clothes Thrift Store and Fresh Start Program.
They accepted all household items including
bedding, dishes, pots and pans, cups and
glasses, silverware and bakeware to name a
few!

Several members of Ladies of Charity plus a
few of their fellow church members volun-
teered their time.



Ladies of Charity USA National Assembly 2019
By Kathleen Sieracki

“Begin to Weave and God will Provide the
Thread: Ladies of Charity in Action” was the
theme of the 2019 National Assembly held in
Salt Lake City, Utah. This message of faith,
hope and community was carried through all
the assembly speakers, activities, prayers and
reflections. Eileen Nowak, Kathy Roseti, Hol-
ly Walter, Marilyn Leslie and I attended from
Buffalo. There were many outstanding speak-
ers and workshops, opportunities to meet La-
dies of Charity from across the country, and
time for fun and relaxation.

However, for me, reflection on the theme had
the most impact. Some thoughts to consider:

We come as individuals but we also come as
a group. We are individuals but our lives are
intertwined with many people. We live in this
time, this space. Our lives touch one another.
What I do is not just for me - my family and
neighbors - it affects all peoples - the whole
world community. We cannot just have verti-
cal threads — the warp. We cannot just have
horizontal threads — the woof. We need both.
We are like threads in a piece of cloth — one
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thread against another, woven together so it
holds its place. We do not directly touch all
the threads but once in a while when the cloth
is folded or wrinkled, I may touch others. If
one thread is broken, the entire cloth is weak-
er for it. An ancient Chinese proverb states:
an invisible red thread connects those des-
tined to meet regardless of circumstances.
The thread may stretch or tangle but never
breaks.

We were each given three pieces of ribbon
(threads) for weaving. The ribbons represent-
ed ourselves, our families, and the Ladies of
Charity. Looms with the warp (vertical
threads) were provided. We each wove our
ribbons through the warp, as a group creating
five beautiful tapestries.

This activity symbolized our activities as La-
dies of Charity, each doing her piece toward
creating a magnificent whole.

The 2020 National Assembly will be held
August 28th and 29" in Knoxville, Tennes-
see. [ invite you to consider attending.

WEAVING A TAPESTRY OF JUSTICE

Weaving & Sharing



The Ladies of Charity of St. Brigid’s Parish in
Bergen became involved in the Dress a Girl
Around the World project when it was intro-
duced by their former chairlady, Jennifer
Holbrook, who passed away in August, 2017.
They started making pillowcase dresses but
soon switched to t-shirt dresses which they
found easier and more fun to make. They first
donated the dresses to the Angels of Mercy
in Rochester, who provided dresses to little
girls in the US and third world countries who
are at risk for being kidnapped into human
trafficking.

It then became known that their priest, Father
James Chia, was traveling to his home in Ma-
laysia where he worked with the orphanages
and a home for young children operated by
the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate
Conception. These children are poor and
have few clothes. Since then, their efforts
have been directed to those children in Malay-

sia.

Once a year, their Ladies of Charity host a
Sewing Day to make the t-shirt dresses. Many
women arrive with their sewing machines to
add brightly colored fabric to the t-shirts to
make the dresses. They have jobs for those
who do not sew as well. They embellish the t-
shirts with lace, buttons, and ribbon that have
been donated by members of the parish. They
also make yarn dolls to go with each dress.
They do not forget the boys. They purchase
shorts and t-shirts for the boys and place a
match box car in the pocket. This year, 20
dresses were made and they are already pur-
chasing fabric and t-shirts for next year.

In Father James’ own words, you can see that
“these children of God, our brothers and sis-
ters and they are all smiles thanks to your
generosity and works of mercy. God is good!”

Congratulations
LOC Scholarship Recipients from
Holy Family Parish in Albion

These students are the recipients of the 2019,
Ladies of Charity Scholarships from Holy
Family Parish, Albion, NY.

Jacob Ettinger is pursuing studies in Engi-
neering Science.

Matthew Kovaleski is pursuing studies in Dr.
of Physical Therapy.

Clarice Misiak is pursuing studies in Health
Studies Chiropractic.

Pictured L-R: Jacob Ettinger; Matthew Ko-
veski; Sharon Collichio, Co-Chair of LOC;
Clarice Misiak; and Holy Family Parish Pastor
Rev. Richard Csizmar.



Steak Dinner
Basket Raffle Winner

in Kenmore won LOC
& Steak Dinner Basket Raffle.

| Congratulations!

i Natalie Bialy from St John's
s

This is my last issue as Charity Link editor.
After almost 10 years, I have moved out of
state to spend more time with my grandchil-
dren. Please note the new editor is Diane
Zwirecki. Her e-mail address is listed below.
In the future, please send information to her.

Sue Robak

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is Feb. 14, 2020. Please e-mail items to:
Diane Zwirecki, the new editor of the Charity Link, at dianezwirecki@gmail.com.

Saturday Store Dates

Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Dec 7
Jan 4
Feb 1
Mar 7

Elizabeth Ann Seton

Store Closing Dates

Nov 28-29 Thanksgiving
Dec 24-25 Christmas
Jan 1 New Year’s Day
Jan 20 Martin Luther King Day
Feb 17 Presidents” Day
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