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Happy 2022 to All!
Hope this finds you doing as well as can be expected during our 2" year of COVID. It
seems that as | write this in the middle of February, COVID stats around the world are finally
going down.
Our current LOC membership is at 317. That’s a decrease in membership by about 18%. I'd
like to ask all of you to put your thinking caps on to help our organization. Send us your sug-
gestions on how we can increase our membership. You can mail it directly to Ladies of
Charity, 1122 Broadway, Buffalo, New York 14212 or email meat Ishall2324@gmail.com.
Here are a few comments from our current members.
What does Ladies of Charity mean to me?

...... "it's a good way to give back to your community”

...... "gives a member a purpose and gives inspiration”
Your membership team is: Kathy Roseti, Julie Lulek, Holly Walter, Mary Carroll and my-
self. We look forward to hearing your suggestions!!!
Peace and All Good.
Linda S. Hall

Where there is Charity and Love, there is God!
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2021-2022 Adyvisory Board

Executive Board

Director Julie Lulek
President Kathleen Roseti
VP of Programs/Publicity Sharon Darisse
VP of Membership Linda Hall
Recording Secretary Mary Carroll
Treasurer/Store Representative Sally Kingsley
Vincentian Spiritual Moderator Holly Walter
Advisory Board
Backpacks Janice Ferguson
Scholarships Denise Golpl
Layettes/Reading Enrichment Nancy Ortolano
Fresh Start Leona Prinzbach
Historian Tina Skzypkowiak
Junior Ladies of Charity Marian Snyder
Style Show Co-Chairs  Susan Ward and Nancy Ortolano
Member at Large Judy Burd
Member at Large Mary Ernest
Member at Large Margaret LaTona
Member at Large Judy Mislin
Office Staff
Team Leader Delma Funderburk
Team Leader Patra Mangus

Mission Statement

Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity is an organization of
women volunteers embracing the ideals of Saint Vincent de
Paul and Saint Louise de Marillac. We inspire and en-
courage each other while working with the needy to break
the cycle of poverty in our communities and in our world.
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E . ,@. m 10,000 Villages, located at 736 Elmwood collected almost
. 500 bars of beautiful hand-made soap for Ladies of Charity

“F resh Start” Program. During the month of December the
. store asked customers checking out if they want to add a do-

~ nation to LOC to their purchase. Pictured is Claire Werynski,
~ store representative and niece of Lady of Charity Alice

== Werynski. 70,000 Villages is a “Fair Trade” business, mean-
| %= ing the makers of every product sold in their store is paid a
living wage which allows them to support their families and
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Director’s Corner

Happy New Year, Ladies!
Welcome 2022! New year,
new hopes of some normalcy
and life as we knew it before a
pandemic. I lived through my
first Christmas toy distribution
at Ladies of Charity — and with LOTS of
helping hands, it was a huge success. We
got toys, along with hats and gloves, in the
hands of hundreds of children all through-
out our eight counties of WNY. It wasn’t
just children who received gifts at Christ-
mas — we had a great turnout on the World
Day for the Poor and we managed to pack
over 400 bags filled with a variety of items
for homebound older adults. It was a lot of
work, but with so many helping hands — it
went quickly, and was very enjoyable for
those who participated. The bags were dis-
tributed through case workers from some of
Catholic Charities programs. Most of the
bags went out to folks in Erie County — but
about a quarter of them were distributed in
some of the rural communities.

As the snow melts away (and comes back
again), | am reminded of the green grass
below, and that Spring is on the horizon!
With Spring, we have First Holy Commun-
ions and another wonderful program rolling
out to support those recipients in need. La-
dies of Charity vouchers will help kids look
their Sunday Best for the big day. Letters
have gone out to religious education offices
at parishes to let them know about the pro-
gram — but feel free to spread the word to
your parish networks as well.

Thank you for all you do to support the
mission of Ladies of Charity!
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World Day of the Poor

On November 9, 2021, Ladies of Charity observed World Day of the Poor with a service
project assembling large gift bags for distribution to the homebound at Christmas. About
35 ladies attended. The day began with a short prayer service led by Spiritual Moderator
Holly Walter. The bags included several personal care items, cleaning products, prayer
shawls, small throw blankets, first-aid kits and many more items. The bags were colorful
and decorated for Christmas mostly by the Junior Ladies of Charity. Over 400 bags were
filled on that day, to be distributed by Catholic Charities case workers and staff.
Afterwards, a “box lunch” of Wegmans subs, chips, fresh baked cookie and a drink was
enjoyed by everyone. Many thanks to all the volunteers, Julie Lulek, LOC Director and
Carolyn Stewart who both assembled the products and setup the process for the ladies to
work the “assembly line.” A spirit of working together and fellowship was felt by all!

“The Crochet Clan”

The warm headbands pictured to the left, were
crocheted and donated to the Ladies of Charity
Christmas program by five teen girls from St.
Amelia’s parish.

They called themselves the “Crochet Clan” and really enjoyed mak-
ing them for other teens. Their adult moderator was none other
than Seminarian Jeff Donovan, who also learned to crochet!




75" Jubilee

Sr. Mary Grace Higgins, Daughter of Charity, celebrat-
ed 75 years of vocation on December 5, 2021.

Pictured on the right with Buffalo Ladies of Charity
Marilyn Leslie and Kathleen Sieracki, she attributes the begin-
ning of her call to an elementary school teacher in a public
school who suggested Eileen Higgins apply to Mount Mercy
Academy. Being able to attend a Catholic high school was
significant. One of the Sisters of Mercy wondered if Eileen would like to try on a “black bon-
net,” a postulant’s hat. This set Eileen to begin pondering if she would like to be a nun.
She began to study the founders of various communities. An aunt found her a job at Sis-
ters of Charity Hospital, run by the Daughters of Charity. It was there she learned about St.
Vincent DePaul and his concern for the poor. This aspect of the story led her to become a
Daughter of Charity.

On December 5, 1946, six months after her high school graduation, Eileen entered
the Daughters of Charity seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., and soon chose Mary Grace as her
new name, honoring her mother Grace. She received her habit one year later.

During these 75 years, Sr. Mary Grace has been a teacher; a social worker; direc-
tor of a child care center; an assistant administrator; a pastoral associate; a docent; a La-
dies of Charity Moderator; and local community supervisor. She has served in Massachu-
setts, Washington, D.C., Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland. She now
serves in the Ministry of Prayer at St. Louise House in Albany. An accomplished water col-
or artist, in retirement she has held art classes for others in her community, and they have
created an art gallery in one of the buildings on the campus. She also serves on the com-
mittee that organizes fundraisers for the African missions.

Sr. Mary Grace is fondly remembered as the Spiritual Moderator of the Diocese of
Buffalo Ladies of Charity from 2003 to 2014. Her contributions included regular and
thoughtful attendance at meetings of the Advisory Board. She was an enthusiastic pres-
ence at all activities. Once she was a model in the style show. She attended many nation-
al assemblies, and arranged scholarships to enable others to attend. She was very sup-
portive of the Junior LOC, and suggested their moderator join the diocesan board. Sister
Mary Grace helped organize a Day of Reflection at Niagara University, and initiated what is
now our annual Mass of Remembrance. During her tenure in Buffalo, she also served as a
“cuddler” in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Sisters of Charity Hospital.

While we in Buffalo have happy memories of Sr. Mary Grace, she feels the same
way about our association. If you would like to send a greeting, Sr. Mary Grace Higgins
lives at St. Louise House, 96 Menands Rd, Albany, NY, 12204.

And the Winncrs are........ Pictured on the left is Celeste Kray, winner of the
' Quilt Raffle. She is beyond happy about being the

winner of the quilt. She will be moving soon and she
is thrilled that she has such a beautiful reminder of all
the wonderful women she has met from this organiza-
tion, they will be in her thoughts each time she looks
at it! The second place winner of $100 was Jeanne
Cheney. We also extend a BIG Thank You to Mary
Carroll for donating the quilt.

The winner of the Basket of Cheer pictured on the
right is Nancy Wilcox!




Message From
President
Kathleen Roseti

I share below some excerpts from
Bishop Fisher’s letter regarding
“Our Road to Renewal”. If you did
not receive a copy through your parish, you may
read the entire letter at:
https://www.buffalodiocese.org/our-journey-
toward-holiness/

Bishop Fisher writes of Pope Francis’s invitation
to participate in a two-year journey of renewal
through a universal Synod There are three key
words of the Synod: communion, participation,
mission. We are being asked to discern together,
so that decisions may be made for the good of all.
Bishop Fisher states that central to our Catholic
faith from its very beginning is the concern for
those pushed to the margins of society, those
seemingly forgotten and whose dignity has

been disregarded willfully or merely by ne-
glect.” He writes that it is “both our mandate and
our surest path to holiness that we embrace the
call to respond to those in need, to ease the burden
of others and with selfless care and concern for
others, to provide hope where it is absent.”

He also implores us to seize this unique time in the
life of our Church to engage in the work of renew-
ing and redefining our Catholic faith individually
and collectively on the “Road to Renewal” and by
participating in the journey of the universal Synod
now underway.

I share these excerpts in the hope that we too can
renew our faith through our work at Ladies of
Charity. What can we do to “live conspicuously
and share with utmost generosity for the benefit
of others and the good of society”? I ask each of
us to consider Bishop Fisher’s letter and offer any
comments or suggestions on how we individually
or collectively as an organization, can participate
in the Synod and engage in the journey of renew-
al. Please feel free to share them with me by mail
at LOC, 1122 Broadway, Buffalo NY 14212 or
by sending an email to: buffaloladiesofchari-
ty@gmail.com.

“Although the course at times may be
unsteady and even uncertain, our desti-
nation is clear: Jesus Christ—His way,
His truth and His life.”
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Upcoming Events

7 *Party Saturday—April 30th pAg
“r *Mass of Remembrance, Enrollment <
= and Volunteer Luncheon - May 12th ¢
" *Qut of Town Day -TBD
" *Ladies Day Out -TBD N
*Style Show—September 24th o

SF .7

yu
i

A

{ S E L€ LF L7 ¢
W W W W W W W W W

Thank You!

A HUGE Thank You to Diane Zwirecki for
her work over the last few years as Editor of
the Charity Link. We wish you the very best
in your new home in Gates, NY. Enjoy your
Grandson Ben. (pictured above with Diane
and her husband Paul) May God bless you
and your family!

seti’s nephew) send the
Diocese of Buffalo
Ladies of Charity their
appreciation for our
donation of used pre-
scription eye glasses.
They will be used in
their “Glasses for the
Homeless” program.
Chase is completing a
Service Project to help

HOPE South Florida  bring eyesight to the
and volunteer Chase homeless in the Fort
Hanaka (Kathy Ro- Lauderdale area.



Advocacy News by Holly Walter

The NYS Catholic Conference has asked us
to continue to oppose the doctor assisted sui-
cide bill know as “medical end in dying.”
Proponents had their agenda thwarted in
2021 but they will be back in 2022. Make
your voice heard by going to “Take Action”
at nyscatholic.org.

AARP New York has announced that NY,
MA, and NJ have set up the nation’s first
rules that establish how much nursing homes
must spend on direct care for residents. They
imposed limits on how much nursing home
owners and operators can pocket as profit
while receiving state and federal health care
dollars. Their goal is to force more resources
to resident care as well as accountability.
Thousands more older New Yorkers will get
aging-in-place assistance from $8 million that
was included in the State’s budget passed in

cies which will enable a family caregiver to
receive a $5,000 tax credit for working care-
givers, expanded access to services from
Medicaid and allow paid leave for family
caregivers.

NY Govenor Hochul has announced that
$149 million in aid has been distributed
across NYS to help older adults meet basic
needs.

Other AARP priorities are to increase service
access for special populations, lowering the
age of caregiver assistance to 50, promoting
public-private partnerships to expand care-
giving through the workforce and implement-
ing a private-pay proposal that would expand
access to home and community based ser-
vices.

On the Federal side, the $1.2 trillion dollar bi
-partisan infrastructure bill was passed and
signed into law by President Biden. Con-
gress is still working on the “Build Better

2021. AARP estimates the increase will
help an additional 3,000 people stay in their
homes rather than going into a nursing home

or an assisted living home.

Back Act”. Please contact your Congression-
al representative to express your opinion and
provide your input.

AARP is advocating for broader federal poli- Thank you for your advocacy.

Left to right: Pat Uberty, Jan
Bausch, Leanne Hawley and
Sandy Pawlak

Thank you to longtime member Eugenia Kosnikowski, pic-
tured to the left, for her contributions of Christmas decora-
tions, many handmade, and lots of craft items. Eugenia has
been a Lady of Charity for more than 50 years, and served
in many positions in our organization.. Her donations deco-
rated many thrift store customer’s homes this past Christ-
mas!

EEEFTTF T
And speaking of Christmas, Thank You to the Ladies from
Bergen (bottom left) for their help filling toy orders from
our Holiday Partnership referrals, and for bringing us a cart
full of socks of various sizes. They conducted a Lady of
Charity Advent Project at St. Brigid’s and their sister parish,
Our Lady of Mercy parish of Leroy. The socks will be dis-
tributed to our clients through our clothing ministry. Thank
you to Sandy Pawlak for heading up the project. They plan
a similar collection for their Lenten Project, collecting new
underwear!
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Our Junior Ladies of Charity at St. Mary’s Parish
in Lancaster were hard at work in December
making sure those they support throughout the
year had a bright Christmas. The girls were able
to return to St. Mary’s Parish Center for their
December meeting where they were able to work
on several fun projects. The girls adopted two
Afghan refugee families from the Catholic Char-
ities Immigrant and Refugee Center for Christ-
mas; a family of eight and a family of six. At the
November meeting the girls divided into teams
and chose which family members their team
would shop for. At the December meeting the
girls brought all their purchases and had fun
wrapping the gifts and packing them up for de-
livery. They also dipped into their treasury to
purchase each family a new set of pots and pans!
The girls shared gifts with their friends at Gerard
Place by giving all 10 families a decorative bag
full of cleaning supplies and toiletries, and each
child received a new toy. They filled 18 Christ-
mas stockings with coloring books, crayons, col-
ored pencils and treats for their pen pals in the
2nd grade at Buffalo Public School (PS) #6.

The Juniors brought several dozen cut out cook-

The Junior Ladies adopted students at PS # 6
say “Thank You” to the Ladies of Charity for
the new hats, mittens and scarfs!

Junior Ladies of Charity Spread Cheer

Over the Holidays

ies from home which they frosted and decorated
at the meeting. The residents at Symphony Man-
or in Lancaster each received a package of
cookies to enjoy. More cookies were packaged
up for their pen pals at PS #6. Plated cookies
were also given to St. Mary’s rectory staff, the
elementary school staff and teachers and the
Faith Formation staff. Of course, the girls en-
joyed eating all the broken cookies!

In early January, two of the Juniors painted and
decorated 16 wooden snowmen and distributed
them to Gerard Place families as well as some to
their friends at Symphony Manor to decorate the
Activity Room. Lastly, we were able to provide
new hats, mittens and scarves to our 2nd grade
class at PS# 6 courtesy of LOC’s Hats and Glove
ministry. As you can see from the photos below,
the children were thrilled to receive them! Thank
you to all our knitters!

If you are interested in learning more about the
Junior Ladies of Charity please contact Marian
Snyder at mariansnyder33@gmail.com or at
(716)681-2957. New members are always wel-
come, or, think about starting your own group!

Lots of Clothes
| Customer Feed-
back

Long-time customer,
- Freddy Mann states
that Ladies of Chari-
ty Lots of Clothes
thrift store provides
a service to the
neighborhood; to the young and old, those on a
fixed income and also to the “treasure hunters”
like Freddy! He states you never know what you
can pick-up, it might be a baby item or a pipe for
grandpa.

(Our volunteers can always count on a friendly
chat with Freddy too!)




In Memoriam
We remember these Ladies of Charity who passed away between November 2021 and Febru-
ary, 2022. We honor and thank them for their many Works of Mercy toward improving the
lives of those living in poverty throughout our community.

Marion Basior, Mary Becht, "@ Edna Groth, Vera Hunold,
Anna Bellittieere, Charlotte Driscoll, Rensa Gianadda, Dolores Williams,
Mary Anne Stackpoole, Jean Penberthy, Jean Quigley,
Jean Traynor, Ludius. of hescly Julia Anne Haley,
Lynn Ann Kowalski, gt T Yok Patricia Ann Sandor

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is June 14, 2022.
Please e-mail items to: Kathleen Roseti at kathleenmroseti@gmail.com.

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo
Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM
(716) 895-4001

Affordable prices for clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items. All
are new or gently used.
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