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Director’s Corner

Dear Ladies:

We are immensely grateful and excited to announce that Kathy
Roseti and Kathleen Sieracki have stepped up as co-presidents
of Ladies of Charity of the Diocese of Buffalo! Their com-
bined experience and dedication to our mission will be invalua-
ble as we continue to serve the community. Their leadership
will undoubtedly support and strengthen LOC as we move for-
ward together. Thank you, Kathy and Kathleen!

As the holiday seasons approach, we want to extend our warm-
est wishes for a joyful season. We also remind our volunteers
of the importance of giving back to those in need during this
time. Whether through donations or your time, every act of
kindness helps make the season brighter for those we serve.
Thank you for your continued commitment!

With Warm Regards,
Julie
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2024-2025 Board

Executive Board Julie Lulek,
Director Julie Lulek (S:en;lorl.Dléithr.’ £ Buffal
Co-President Kathy Roseti atholic Charities of Buffalo
Co-President Kathleen Sieracki
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity = Mary Ellen Carver
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity Sharon Darisse
VP of Membership Holly Walter
Secretary Mary Carroll
Treasurer Betty Wasielewski
Store Representative Kathleen Roseti
Spiritual Moderator/Advocacy Holly Walter

Co-Presidents
Advisory Board: Ladies of Charity:
Project Committee Chair

Baby Bags Nancy Ortolano Kathy Roseti
Basket Raffles Mary Ann Dulski &
First Communion Kathleen Sieracki Kathleen Sieracki
Fresh Start Leona Prinzbach
Holiday Hope Bags Janice Ferguson
Junior Ladies of Charity Marian Snyder
Scholarships Denise Golpl
School Supplies Janice Ferguson
Spiritual Kathleen Sieracki
Style Show Susan Ward
Editor Charity Link Ann Marie George

Members at Large :

Judy Burd, Peg Kolber,
Barbara Ivancic, Diane Sippel,
Beverly Sikora, Charlene Lajewski.
Committee Members

Historian Marilyn Leslie
Sunshine Mary Ellen Carver
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Co-Presidents Message:

The holiday season is right around the corner, as is the beginning of a new calendar year. It is
also a good time to reflect on some of the activities of our organization this past year and plan
for the new year.

The Member Survey (conducted this past summer) results were mostly positive. The overall
satisfaction with our organization is 4.74/5. Please refer to the summary of our results includ-
ed in the newsletter. We have prioritized areas with lower ratings and will be working on
making improvements. (see highlighted items) Please know that we will continue to evaluate
our organization and address other areas identified. Thank you for your responses.

Our Advisory Board has been busy evaluating our ministries. programs and events. As a re-
sult, we recently made some changes to three of our ministries. Our Layette program has been
renamed “Baby Bags” as many younger people have no familiarity with the term “layette”.
Led by Nancy Ortolano and her faithful group of volunteers, we are evaluating the items in
our gift bags, who they would most help and how they are distributed. Our Homebound min-
istry has been renamed “Holiday Hope” bags since we found that the majority of our bags
were being distributed to the needy through the CCWNY pantries, not strictly to those who
are “homebound” through home visits by social workers. Our program chairs, Janice Fergu-
son and Marian Snyder have been working to modify the gifts included in the bags to meet the
needs of both the homebound and the pantry clients. And finally, our Backpack program is
being reassessed to ensure our funds are being used to purchase items needed by the students
we assist. Giving out backpacks has become an item many other organizations and businesses
in our communities are distributing to help those in need; so our organization’s funds might
now be more effective if redirected to purchase other things that might better help our clients.
Julie Lulek has opened a dialogue with CCWNY social workers in local schools to help us
identify the items most beneficial to the students and their families.

An opportunity was presented to move our Christmas (toy program) and School Backpack
inventories to CCWNY space available at their building on St. Benedict’s campus. The 3rd
floor where we stored the toys was very crowded and potentially unsafe for those working in
that area. The St. Ben’s space allows us to better sort the toys and fill the orders. The back-
pack supplies were kept in our basement and moved to our workroom when needed, which
was cumbersome. We expect to move our Style Show inventory to the 3rd floor space now
available which will be a better environment to work, rather than our basement.

We initiated the new Spirituality Committee. Knowledge and practice of our Vincentian Char-
ism is an area identified in our member survey. The committee has initiated several actions
including celebrating the Feast of St. Vincent de Paul with our donations to our clients of pea-
nut butter and crackers, replacing our daily prayer at our Center and planning for an orienta-
tion for new and seasoned members to introduce or expand our knowledge of our history and
mission.

We thank each member of our organization for their individual support and continuing fel-
lowship with other Ladies of Charity. We look forward to continuing the beautiful work being
done each and every day by women filled with God’s grace and may your holidays be filled
with family, love and joy!

(By Kathy Roseti & Kathleen Sieracki, Co-Presidents)




New Name, Same Ministry....

Our Layette Program has been modernized to a new name, the Baby Bag
Program. Under the leadership of longtime member Nancy Ortolano, this
program looks to reach more new Moms, to help in their start on mother-
hood.
We ask that LOC Parish groups gather new_diapers and
newborn clothes for the bags.
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Member Survey results details:

LOC Clothing Referrals

Overall Satisfaction 4.74 Overall 4.39
Availability of stock meets clients needs 4.28
Reason for Joining Replenishment Timely 4,33
Helping Disadvantaged 51 CCWNY Intake - client needs identified 4.06*
Social Networking 10 CCWNY Staff support at LOC 4.5
Vincentian Spiritual Growth 11 Ability to communicate with clients verbally 4.24
Something to do in Free Time B
Style Show
Overall Sat 4,83
Satisfaction Inclusion Spiritual Spirituality Venue 4.8
Overall 4.56 Food 4.53
Prayer, Spiritual Reflection, Ceremony 4.30 Program/Models 4.83
Understanding Vincentian Charism 3.95% Boutique 4.82
New Member Orientation 4.17% Basket Raffle 4,78
Ease Making Reservations Party 5at
Overall 4,81 Overall Sat 4.82
Ease Making Reservations & Submitting Payments 4.82 Venue 4,81
Ease making cash donations 4,82 Food/beverage 4.75
Ease donating new/gently used goods 4,77 Gift Card Raffle 4.8
Theme Baskets 455
LOC Communication
Overall Satisfaction 469 Mass of Enrollment/Vol Lunch
Charity Link 4.73 Overall Sat 4.82
Email 48 Church/Venue 4.84
Event Flyers 4.75 Spiritual 475
Website 4.53 Food/Beverage 4.84
Facebook 4.64
Lenten Retreat
Thrift Store Overall Sat 4.91
Clean, organized, welcoming 4.45% Father Gatto's presentation 492
Variety 458 Spirituality 4.92
Pricing guidelines 4.48 Venue 491
Friendliness Volunteers 4.76 Food/Beverage 4.96
Hours 4,59
Supplies 4.69 Overall 5at Volunteering at LOC Broadway 4.62
Fresh Start Area where mainly volunteer NA 13
Overall 4.57 Store 21
Availability of Stock 3.94* Fresh Start 5
Stock Requests filled timely 4,33
CCWNY Intake - client needs identified 3.80* Likelihood of recommending LOC 9.32

COWNY Staff support at LOC 4.45




Ladies of Charity USA 2024 National Assembly

The Vincentian Family of the Diocese of Buffalo was well represented at the Ladies of
Charity USA 2024 National Assembly, held September 5-7 in St. Louis. In attendance were Mary
Ellen Carver, Dolores Celano, Sharon Darisse, Marilyn Leslie, Kathy Roseti, Kathleen Sieracki,
Holly Walter, Betty Wasielewski and Marian Snyder, who was accompanied by her husband Jim,
the President of The St. Vincent de Paul Conference at St. Mary of the Assumption Parish in Lan-
caster. Dolores Celano is also an active member of the conference.

While everyone anticipated the feeling of happiness in meeting old acquaintances and per-
haps making new friends with “Ladies” from around the United States, the range of emotions you
could not help but feel throughout the week were somewhat unexpected. From the joy in celebrat-
ing the Eucharist together to empathy for those in need, the personal experience we all left this con-
ference with left us reinvigorated toward our faith and our mission as Ladies of Charity.

The assembly, titled Committed to the Eucharist, Committed to Those in Need, began with
a day of reflection at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal in Perryville, Mo.
The visit included Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, and an opportunity for private prayer while touring
the beautiful grounds with its immaculate landscaping and many statues and shrines. The Ladies of
Charity of Perryville provided lunch.

Throughout the assembly, we were called to reflect on the meaning of the Eucharist in our
lives. Indeed when we receive Jesus in the Eucharist, we become tabernacles and carry Him into
our lives and our many encounters, underlying our identity as servants. This was emphasized in
both the opening and closing Masses, and also in the heartfelt prayer service.

Small group sharing of Eucharistic moments in our own lives was a part of the prayer ser-
vice Saturday morning. We had the opportunity to attend two of the five workshops offered Friday
afternoon, including Fr. Jim Cormack discussing his more than 40 years as a Vincentian parish
priest, an immigration simulation, Sr. Mary Ruth Wand speaking about Prayer/Eucharist, Dr. Marty
Schmidt describing his project to alleviate hunger in Kenya, and a leadership workshop. The con-
ference rooms were filled after the workshops with the sound of the excitement and interest felt by
the “Ladies” in hearing of the wonderful work being done by these speakers through their pro-
grams, and in turn, wanting to contribute themselves to the work literally being done throughout the
world. Marie Kenyon of the Office of Peace and Justice of the Archdiocese of St. Louis began Sat-
urday morning by describing the Ladies of Charity as “descendants of the women whose stories
were told in the Gospel.” She then introduced Ginny Schrappen and Mr. L. Jackson. Ginny and Mr.
Jackson first encountered each other when he wrote to her parish, among other churches, asking for
someone to correspond with him in prison, where he was serving a life sentence for murder. She
agreed. He was incarcerated at age 20, and served 28 years before he was able to prove his inno-
cence and was released. Ginny and others were with him throughout this grueling process. Mr.
Jackson volunteered at the prison library in order to research how he could find help in establishing
his innocence, and also in a hospice program because “the worst thing in the world is to die alone in
prison.” He has forgiven those who caused his false imprisonment because holding on to the bitter-
ness would only hurt himself. This was a highly emotional experience for everyone, being in the
presence to two outstanding individuals who made a Eucharistic connection in a remarkable way.
The final plenary session allowed each of us to express our own emotions in table discussions about
what the Ladies of Charity mean to us, how we find joy, inspiration and spirituality and our dreams
for the future of the Ladies of Charity. We hope through our experiences at this year’s assembly
that we can see Jesus more brightly in the people we serve.

Every assembly is unique. Every assembly is wonderful.

The next one, “Choose Hope.” will be September 11-13, 2025, in Bethesda, Maryland,
organized by the Ladies of Charity of the Archdiocese of Washington.

Mark your calendars.




July 17, Ladies Day Out

Our bus trip to Miller’s Bulk Food, buffet lunch at Black North Inn and Studio B Cabaret
for the production of “Reverend Mother ““ was a great time, loads of fun, and plenty of
laughter. Many thanks to Mary Ellen Carver and Sharon Darisse for planning and making
this an enjoyable outing. And a big thank you to the Albion Ladies of Charity for the good-
ie bags they provided for our bus trip back to Buffalo.
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Style Show 2024:

The 23rd annual ‘Dress for Less Style Show’ was held September 28 at Grape Vine
Banquets in Depew. With the theme of Let’s Take a Cruise, the models wore a

range of clothes from sports wear to semi-formal outfits suitable for dinner with

the captain.

MaryAlice Demler of Channel Two News was a charming commentator. Many thanks to
Susan Ward and Nancy Ortolano, co-chairpersons of the show for their leadership and co-
ordination.

The day included many areas of fun: the Boutique, the silent auction, the basket raffle area
(with over 110 baskets) and the split club.

If you missed this event in 2024, plan to come in 2025! This event is our major fundraiser
of the year.
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Re-election:
Kathy Roseti after her re-election
to the LCUSA Board.
Also, Regional VP Natalie Boone
in hat and Fran Simkulet.
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Villa Maria College: Faculty member Amy March and six freshmen from
Villa Maria College volunteered at the Ladies of Center on October 4th They
worked in the store and in the Fresh Start areas. The volunteer hours are part
of their core requirements and this year's core value for the college is solidar-
ity with people in need.

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA

National Assembly 2024: local attendees:
Front row, from left: Mary Ellen Carver, Marian Snyder, Holly Walter.
Second row: Dolores Celano, Kathleen Sieracki, Betty Wasielewski, Kathy
Roseti, Marilyn Leslie, Sharon Darisse.
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Advocacy News, by Holly Walter

New York State Legislation to Watch
Gabby’s Law (A.3230) would streamline reporting cases where the victim of domestic violence
disappears.

Important related information:

NYS 24/7 Domestic Violence Hotline 800-942-6906 , Office for the Prevention of Domestic
Violence. National Domestic Violence 24/7 Hotline 800-700-72330r text START to 88788 or
www.thehotline.org

Federal Legislation to Watch

Campus Accountability and Safety Act would combat sexual assault on college campuses and
ensure that there are uniform fair and transparent policies. PFAS Action Act would protect our
drinking water from dangerous chemicals. Universal School Meals Program would provide free
food to all school children regardless of income. Capping Prescription Drug Costs would cap
annual out of pocket costs for individual and families. Northern Border Security Enhancement
and Review Act would require the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to update its
strategy for the northern border. A related act would establish a DHS center for coordinating
enforcement efforts.

The NYS Catholic Conference is urging us to send a message to our congressional
representatives in support of the Protect Vulnerable Immigrant Youth Act (S.1885/H.R. 4285)
which would change the counting of immigrants who are minors, and free up space for
essential religious workers, including foreign born priests. To link with your representatives,
visit www.nyscatholic.org.

Recent U.S. policy updates have included Keeping Families Together, allowing undocumented
spouses of U.S. citizens to remain and apply for permanent residence, and a DHS
announcement that $380 million would be available to state and local communities through the
Shelter and Service Program to provide essential services to migrants.

Preventing domestic and sexual violence are important issues that need our advocacy.
Protecting women and children is a priority for Ladies of Charity across the nation. Pro-
tecting seniors by lowering the cost of prescription medications is also important, and
protecting immigrants will ensure they become productive members of our society.

Thank you for your advocacy.
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Membership Trends By Holly Walter, Vice President for Membership

We are in a very difficult time period in our Diocese of Buffalo, as we all know, with par-
ishes being merged, closed, or made into secondary worship sites. Unfortunately, this
also affects Ladies of Charity here in Western New York. Ladies of Charity groups are
located in some of these affected parishes and are wondering what they should do to
keep their work helping the disadvantaged in their neighborhoods going. What all affect-
ed groups should consider is merging their LOC groups together with other parishes in
their Diocesan family or area. if there are no other Ladies of Charity groups nearby they
should consider meeting at a neutral site. Merging with another group is often not an
easy process and built in parochialism (I like my church or my group better) does affect
our thinking, but we must work together to preserve the things we do to fulfill our mission
to help those living in poverty and those who are marginalized in our communities. St.
Vincent, St. Louise, and St. Elizabeth Ann would expect no less of us.

We all should be working on increasing our membership in our parishes anyway. Let's
face it, we are all getting older and it is becoming increasingly more difficult to do all the
things we would like to do to serve those who need us most. Recruiting new members
should be a priority for still viable parish groups that are staying open.. Put out notices in
your parish or parish family bulletin. Tell parishioners when you meet and what kind of
projects you work on. Talk about Ladies of Charity with friends you meet. Tell them
about the history of Ladies of Charity and how St. Vincent de Paul founded the organiza-
tion in 1617. We are the oldest Vincentian lay group of all the groups St. Vincent and the
Vincentian tradition started. Tell them about our mission to "serve rather than being
served". Use the card that came with the latest flyer about World Day of the Poor. Tell
them we work in partnership with Catholic Charites here in Buffalo to serve our Diocese.

Hopefully we will not lose members if we are willing to merge groups and work together.
I am willing to assist and help facilitate any mergers that are being contemplated. Please
contact me at bballmomma99@yahoo.com with your location and any neighboring LOC
groups in your area. Or contact me if you are the only LOC group and there are no oth-
ers in your area and you are in a closing parish.
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Please join us in congratulating Sam and Joanne!

On August 20th, we proudly welcomed Sam Meyo and Joanne Chittenden as the
newest members of the Ladies of Charity! Joanne has been a wonderful part of our

community for the past two years, and we’re thrilled to have her officially join our
LOC family.

Sam has been involved in the Junior Ladies of Charity for the past 10 years and has
truly lived the Ladies of Charity motto: “to serve, rather than be served, in humility,
simplicity, and charity.” We’re so lucky to have her passion and energy on our team!

Please join us in welcoming Sam and Joanne.



SI"IOP at the
LADIES OF CHARITY
“LOTS OF CLOTHES” THRIFT STORE

1122 BROADWAY, BUFFALO
4 BLOCKS EAST OF THE
BROADWAY MARKET
Open M-I 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
716-895-4001

httg: LS locbu |:|:a|ong org

Affordable prices for clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys
and seasonal items, All itenmmmvorgendyuscd
donarted items. (Dany brand names available.
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Junior Ladies of Charity at
St Mary’s Lancaster:




Junior Ladies of Charity Start the New School Year:

Our Junior Ladies of Charity from St. Mary’s on the Hill in Lancaster started the
new school year off with high hopes and hard work again! The group kicked off September with their
“Annual Ice Cream Social” to welcome young ladies from 6 th grade to senior high school to attend a
meeting, learn about the JLOC, help with a service project and have an ice cream sundae! The event
proved to be the most successful in attracting new members since prior to Covid! So far this fall eight
new girls have joined the organization, and we are still growing! This brings our current membership to
20 young ladies!

I credit the successful recruitment to our returning members for inviting a friend, sister or classmate, to
our Director or Religious Education, Becky Hoag, for passing out flyers and spreading the word to
young ladies in our religious ed programs at St. Mary’s, to our parish bulletin staff for making sure our
announcements had top billing in the weekly bulletins and to Fr. Paul Stellar for all the support he
gives to our JLOC.

We started the year with making a fun video to send to our new 2nd grade pen pals at Buffalo
PS#6, writing letters to our special needs friend Salvatore in Utah, and making plans for upcoming vol-
unteer opportunities. During the last weekend in September, we held our annual parish-wide JLOC
Household Collection in St. Mary’s parking lot to support the LOC Fresh Start Program. Our friends at
Catholic Charities provided the truck, the parishioners provided the generous donations of household
items, and the girls provided the time, energy and muscles! Many of our new members participated in
the event, learning from the returning members and a fun time was had by all.

Our October meeting focused on assembling Halloween treat bags for the residents of Sym-
phony Manor, our pen pals and the families at Gerard Place. The girls also wrote their first pen pal let-
ter of the year and sent Halloween cards to our friend Salvatore. On October 14 th seven JLOC and
three adult moderators visited Symphony Manor to celebrate Fall with the residents. The girls played
Fall Bingo and two other word games and served cider and donuts. I was thrilled to see a number of
new girls participating in this event. They did an awesome job and the residents had an entertaining
morning.

Stay tuned for more adventures in the next Charity Link! Please feel free to contact me if you
wish to learn more about the Junior Ladies of Chairty or for information in starting your own group! I
can be reached at mariansnyder33@gmail.com or (716)681-2957 or my cell (716)868-7604.

— Marian Snyder—JLOC Adult Moderator
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Samantha Meyo Inducted into LLOC : We are all excited to watch “Sam” as she joins Ladies
of Charity. Sam has been a very active member of our Junior Ladies since sixth grade at St. Mary’s
on the Hill in Lancaster. In the Summer of 2021 she graduated from Nichols High School and head-
ed off to Notre Dame University to study biology and medicine. This past summer, while on break,
she devoted her time to volunteering at our Ladies of Chairty Center on Broadway! She helped out
in several areas including Fresh Start, various jobs in the basement, sorting donations, pricing
clothes and working in the Lots of Clothes Store. She also devoted some time to shadowing some
Buffalo doctors, as she aspires to be a physician. In August, as she was preparing to head off for her
last year at Notre Dame, she was approached by some of our Ladies about becoming a Lady of Char-
ity. She was happy to accept the invitation, and was recently enrolled. We were thrilled that she is
now a full-fledged Lady of Charity!! We wish to extend our blessings and best wishes to Samantha!




Spirituality Committee

Members of the Spirituality Committee are Kathleen Sieracki, Chair,
Linda Hall and Beverly Sikora.

The newly formed Spirituality Committee has been hard at work. The first initia-
tive was to promote more regular use of a new prayer to begin the day at the La-
dies of Charity Center, and indeed to begin every day and every LOC activi-

ty. The prayer was developed by combining phrases from a few sources:

We ask you Lord to journey with us this day in love. We thank you for the many joys
and blessings in our lives, especially our families and friends. Help us to be kind and
considerate to all we meet and may we be helpful and respectful to all who request our
assistance. We pray for those in need of your love today. This we ask through the in-
tercession of St. Vincent de Paul, St. Louise de Marillac and St. Elizabeth Ann Se-

ton. Amen.

Everyone is encouraged to join us in this prayer.

September 27 is the feast of our founder St. Vincent De Paul. As a way to com-
memorate the feast, and in the spirit of St. Vincent’s service to those in need, the
committee organized a giveaway of packages of peanut butter and crackers. The
Ladies of Charity purchased the crackers. In an unexpected act of generosity and
cooperation, the St. Vincent De Paul Conference at St. Mary of the Assumption
Parish in Lancaster, under the leadership of President Jim Snyder, husband of
LOC Marian Snyder, purchased the peanut butter. Tops Markets also supported
the purchase. The packages were assembled on a Friday, and over a few days the
next week, Ladies stood on Broadway in front of our store, and presented the
packages to customers and passers-by. It was a joyful experience for everyone.

An orientation session regarding the history and spiritual foundations of the La-
dies of Charity for new members and anyone seeking a deeper understanding of
our association, will be planned soon.
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Peanut Butter DistributionProject




In Memoriam

We remember all PVuffalo Ladies of Charity friends who passed away recently. Ue han-
ar and thank them for their many Uonks of VNercy taward impraving the lives of thase liv-
These members, who have died since the 2023 LCUSA National Assembly in Buffalo, were remem-
bered in the Prayer of the Faithful at the opening Mass of the 2024 National Assembly: Dorothy
Beaman, Dolores Chavez, Joan Doyle, Lois Gerovac, Sr. Mary Grace Higgins, DC, Susan Holden,
Emily Janusz, Claire Johnson, Florence Syrek.

Deceased since National Assembly: Rita Schillaci , Margaret "June" Root and Gloria D'Amico.

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo
Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM
(716) 895-4001

Affordable prices for new or gently used:
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.
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