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Message from our President:

THANKS ! Ihave had the privilege of serving as president of the Ladies of Charity
for the Diocese of Buffalo for the past six years. I am very fortunate to have been given this
honor.

While it was not without its challenges, I am very proud of the work we have
accomplished together with thoughtfulness, passion and love. It certainly does take a village
to keep our organization going. Our advisory board has been a great asset and their work
along with that of every volunteer has enabled us to deliver our ministries effectively. It was
humbling to watch our volunteers help the people who we provide assistance to.

Our collaboration with Catholic Charities of Buffalo plays a huge part in our success.
I want to particularly thank Julie Lulek, Delma Funderburk and Denise Watroba. They,
along with their predecessors, have been both helpful and supportive of me and our
organization.

In closing, I look forward to the future and hope the new president finds the experi-
ence as rewarding as I have. I will help in any way I can to make the transition smooth. And
finally, I am confident our organization will continue to thrive with the foundation built by
LOC leadership, our amazing volunteers, CCWNY and friends.

With Heartfelt Appreciation,
Kathy
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April 18, 2024 — Installation of New Members.

Eight LOC were inducted at Mass on April 18 by Fr. Paul Steller, Kathleen Ro-
seti, President and Holly Walter, LCUSA President & Spiritual Moderator. It
was a joyful celebration filled with prayer, music and fellowship at St. Mary’s
of the Assumption Church in Lancaster. The ladies also prayed for deceased
members, remembering their contributions and praying that current members
follow in the path they helped to build. A luncheon followed with the associa-
tion’s annual general meeting.




2023-2024 Board

Executive Board
Director Julie Lulek
President Kathleen Roseti
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity =~ Mary Ellen Carver
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity Sharon Darisse

VP of Membership Open
Secretary Mary Carroll
Treasurer Betty Wasielewski
Store Representative Kathleen Roseti
Spiritual Moderator/Advocacy Holly Walter

Advisory Board:

Project Committee Chair
First Communion Kathleen Sieracki

Fresh Start Leona Prinzbach
Holiday Hope Bage Janice Ferguson
Junior Ladies of Charity Marian Snyder
Layettes Nancy Ortolano
Scholarships Denise Golpl
School Backpacks Janice Ferguson
Spiritual Kathleen Sieracki, Holly Walter
Style Show Susan Ward

Editor Charity Link Ann Marie George

Members at Large :  Judy Burd,

Mary Ann Dulski, Peg Kolber,
Barbara Ivancic, Diane Sippel.

Committee Members

Historian Marilyn Leslie

Sunshine Mary Ellen Carver
Office Staff

Team Leader Delma Funderburk

Outreach Specialist Denise Watroba

Upcoming ‘Save the Dates’

Julie Lulek,
Senior Director,
Catholic Charities of Buffalo

Kathy Roseti,

President ,
Ladies of Charity Buffalo
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IVE THE DATESS =

LCUSA DAY.OF REFLECTION AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY,

“Committed to the Eucharist,

Annual “Dress for Less” Style Show
and Theme Basket Fundraiser
Saturday, September 28, 2024 — LET’S TAKE A CRUISE!

Grapevine Banquets, 333 Dick Road, Depew

Committed to -”’IOSC in Need” oy
Y SEPT. o



Director’s Corner, by Julie Lulek
Dear Ladies of Charity,

As we usher in a new chapter for our organization, we take a moment to express our
deepest gratitude to Kathy Roseti, our outgoing president, for her extraordinary dedi-
cation and service over the past six years. Kathy has been a pillar of strength and lead-
ership, taking on immense responsibilities and steering us through numerous success-
ful projects and initiatives. Her unwavering commitment has been an inspiration to us
all, and we are incredibly thankful for her contributions. With Kathy stepping down,
we find ourselves at a pivotal moment to change and adapt. We must come together
to share the workload that she so graciously shouldered. To ensure the continued
smooth operation and growth of our organization, we are establishing a Communica-
tions Committee. This committee will play a vital role in keeping our Facebook page
and website current, writing articles for our newsletter, assisting with mailings, and
sharing the good work of our beloved organization.

We are seeking enthusiastic volunteers to join this new committee. If you have a
knack for writing, a passion for communication, or simply want to contribute to our
community in a meaningful way, we would love to have you on board. Your involve-
ment will help us maintain the high standards set by Kathy and ensure that our organi-
zation remains vibrant and well-connected.

Please consider offering your time and talents to this important initiative. Together,
we can continue to support and uplift our community, just as Kathy has done for so
many years. If interested in joining this new Communications Committee, please
send an email to BuffaloLadiesOfCharity@gmail.com

Thank you for your continued support and dedication.

Warm regards,

Julie

May 4 — Our Annual Gift Card Raffle

Our Annual Gift Card Raffle, aka Party Saturday, fundraiser was held at
the Russell J Salvatore Food Pantry & Outreach Center on Caldwell
Center in Lackawanna. A big thank you to everyone who attended, do-
nated and helped plan or volunteered at our fundraiser, including the
Junior LOC. It was a great time and the money raised will go to fund
LOC ministries that help the disadvantaged in WNY. A big thank you to
Catholic Charities of Buffalo, our partner for more than 80 years, for
their support.
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Lenten Reflections March 14, 2024

Over 60 members and friends of our association gathered
at St Leo’s with Fr. Joe Gatto. Following Father’s talk on
“feeding the lambs” in John 21:15, the commandment and
God’s love for us, Fr. Joe celebrated Mass. We ended the
day by sharing a meal together, catered by Enchanted
Taste. A handmade bunny quilt was raffled, raising $180
for Catholic Charities food pantries. Many thanks to our
committee: Sharon Darisse, Mary Ellen Carver, Holly Wal-
ter and Kathleen Sieracki. It was a great day filled with fel-
lowship and love.
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Remember LOC in your Will

Please consider naming the Ladies of Charity of the Diocese of Buffalo in your
will. We rely on donations to be able to continue and expand our mission in WNY of
serving the poor and underserved of our communities.

You may give a general donation to LOC or specify a ministry that you would like
your funds to be used for, such as our Fresh Start Program, our Holiday Hope
Christmas bags or our Children’s Christmas Toy Program. These are currently our
largest ministries that we provide. A general donation bequest to the Ladies of
Charity to use where they have current greatest needs would also be appreciated.

Thank you for your considerations.

Specific info that may be needed in setting up in your will or as a beneficiary on a
bank account:, life insurance policy or retirement account:

Ladies of Charity, Diocese of Buffalo,

A volunteer organization of Catholic Charities of WNY,

1122 Broadway, Buffalo NY.

federal identification # 16-0743251.
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Important Information: Donations that LOC Needs & Accepts:

In general, the Ladies of Charity, Diocese of Buffalo gratefully accept all items listed on our “Wish
List” below. These items are used in our ministries to help the disadvantaged in WNY and/or offered
for sale in our thrift store. New or gently used items only please.

Ladies of Charity “Wish List”

Clothing - Given to individuals through Catholic Charities referral and/or offered for sale in our thrift

store at discount prices.

*  For adults and children of all ages and genders: Tops, pants, jeans, sweaters, sweatshirts, shorts,
dresses, skirts, blazers, suits, shoes, boots, swimsuits/shorts, pajamas, socks, undergarments, purs-
es, backpacks, etc. Note: only new underwear and socks are given to clients receiving free clothing
through a clothing referral.

Jewelry: Sold in our thrift store at discount prices. New or gently used.

Cloth tote bags: Handed out to our clients in the thrift store and for our programs below. Purchased or
homemade.

Fresh Start Program - Basic household items that are given to individuals or families through Catholic
Charities referral.

*Bed linens, blankets, all sizes. Bed pillows - New only. Drapes, curtains — all sizes, especially 64" or
longer, hooks. Kitchen towels, bath towels, wash cloths, shower curtains, bath mats. Dishes, glasses,
flatware, mugs, pots and pans, cooking utensils. Small electronic appliances: toasters, irons, can open-
ers, hand mixers, hot plates, crock pots, electric frying pans, hot plates, coffeemakers, lamps, clocks
and radio. Cleaning supplies and paper products. Personal Care Items: soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
body lotion, shampoo, brushes/combs, shaving cream, razors, deodorant.

Layette Program - New items only.
*Receiving blankets, crib sheets, clothing, bottles, diapers, toys - both genders.

Children’s Christmas Program — New items only.
*Toys, books, hats, gloves for ages 0 to 18 - both genders.

Homebound Christmas Program — New items only.
*Toiletries: soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, lotion, shampoo, shaving cream, deodorant. Small gift
items: socks, playing cards, pens. Bath towels.

Back Pack Program — New items only
*Back packs, notebooks, paper, pens, erasers, crayons, markers, rulers, tape, glue, note pads, tissues

Please note that we cannot accept items that are damaged, broken, ripped, stained, foul-smelling, wet, unsanitary
or with pet hair or missing parts. Items we will not accept: Cribs, car seats, walkers or other products that do not
meet the current safety standards of the US Consumer Product Safety Commission, including recalled items; fur-
niture, hazardous materials, chemicals, paint, mirrors without frames, propane tanks, panes of glass, weapons,
televisions, computer monitors and printers, construction materials, vhs/cassette tapes, air conditioners, car batter-
ies, tires and parts, seasonal items that are out of season (Christmas tree in April) and food.

Rev. March 30, 2024



March 30, 2024 Table at Afghan Support Center:

Thank you to Kathy Sieracki, Mary Ellen Carver and Sharon Darisse for volun-
teering with Kathy Roseti to work the event this week. It is quite impressive
the resources the government put together to assist the Afghan people who were
evacuated from Afghanistan in 2022. The participating agencies were there to
help with finding housing, jobs, health care, red tape with Visas, etc.. Ladies
of Charity provided 13 bins of clothing, shoes and puzzles for distribution.

We shared information on our organization, especially our Fresh Start and
Clothing Referral Programs. ©
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WNY Insurance Association selected Ladies of Charity as
their Charity for the month of February.
Insurance representatives made cash donations and/or contributed new or
gently used items on our “Wish List.” Julie Lulek addressed the group,
sharing information on the work we do to help the disadvantaged in WNY.
Many thanks to the WNY Insurance Association!
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LOC Volunteers at 1122 Broadway received Emergency Kits as part of the
NYS Preparedness Program. The kit contains emergency supplies such as canned
foods, blankets, roadside markers and gloves.
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Niagara University students, Members of SACA -
Student Athletes of Color Alliance:
their organization selected LOC as
one of two organizations that they

collected items from student athletes §
to donate to.

They delivered to collected items to
us on April 12, 2024.

Thank you students!




Junior Ladies of Charity Meet Their Pen Pals: by Marian Snyder

On May 24th our Junior Ladies of Charity visited Buffalo Public
Elementary School of Technology #6 on South Division St. to meet their
Second-Grade pen pals for a play date!

Our Juniors have been corresponding with Miss Paula’s second grade class
since September, exchanging letters, photos and videos. Our JLOC have also
sent them gifts and treats for major holidays throughout the school year. The
pen pals gathered in a play area behind the school where they met their respec-
tive pen pals for the first time and enjoyed jump rope, playing games, blowing
bubbles, making chalk art and getting to know one another. The girls brought
juice boxes and snacks to share with their new friends.

The second graders presented the Juniors with new letters and handmade
friendship bracelets! Hugs and well wishes were exchanged as the children
headed back into class, with lots of waves and smiles. It was a heartwarming
experience to see the pen pals meet and get acquainted, becoming fast friends
and sharing in fun outdoor activities, creating memories that will last a life-
time!

The Junior Ladies of Charity have adopted Miss Paula’s second grade
class every year since September 2018 and this is only the second time
they have been able to arrange to visit the school to meet their pen
pals in person. The girls plan on continuing this special tradition in the
years to come, creating more great memories for everyone involved!!
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June 5 — Qut of Town Day, St. John Paul 11, L.akeview
Approximately 65 members and friends of LOC attended “Out of Town Day”
with Fr. Ross Syracuse at St. John Paul II parish in Lakeview. After Fr. Ross
celebrated Mass for the ladies, we enjoyed a presentation on Mother Cabrini
by Joan Albarella, followed by a luncheon prepared by Enchanted Taste. The
LOC at St. John Paul II parish shared with us the many ministries they are in-
volved in, including creating and sewing beautiful quilts which are donated
for our Christmas outreach program. One of their beautiful creations was raf-

fled off which ended a very meaningful day for all who attended.




Spirituality Committee

President Kathy Roseti has initiated a Spirituality Committee for the Diocese of Buffalo La-
dies of Charity. Recognizing the need for members to step back from our busy-ness, and un-
derstand and remember the foundations of our association, she has charged the committee to
work on providing orientation to members on the history of Ladies of Charity and also the
history of the Vincentian Charism and our founding saints; to help members recognize they
are personally called to holiness; to encourage prayer and reflection on the Vincentian virtues
of humility, simplicity and charity; and to include the Vincentian Charism in our decision
making.

What is the Vincentian charism? In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Vincent
tells us to take this literally and understand that Jesus is truly present in the persons we serve.
A Jewish proverb relates the same understanding:” Before every person, there walks an angel
announcing ‘Behold the image of God.”” In the history of the Church, many saints have had
profound insights (e.g., Francis of Assisi, Ignatius of Loyola) that have inspired followers for
centuries. As someone explained, each of these saintly insights or charisms, is one of the fac-
ets of a diamond. There is no competition. None is better than the other. Each one points to
God. Our particular charism is that of Vincent because he founded the Ladies of

Charity (originally the Confraternities of Charity) in 1617.

As we embark on this journey of learning, prayer and reflection, let us recite this prayer for
one another (traditionally at 9 am on Mondays):

Charity, Humility and Simplicity

“My God, I humbly beg you to make me an instrument of your love; give me the grace of
performing all my actions to help my neighbor with charity, humility and simplicity.
It is my hope, Lord, that fidelity in the practice of these virtues may obtain the reward which
you have promised to those who serve you in the person of the poor.”
Members of the Spirituality Committee are Kathleen Sieracki, Chair,
Linda Hall and Beverly Sikora.
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New Name, Same Ministry....

Our Homebound Bags for Christmas time has a new name! We have renamed
the ministry Holiday Hope Bags, as these gifts now have a further reach than
only homebound individuals. We now are able to provide holiday hope for
some of our Catholic Charities food pantry clients as well.

Our goal this year is to fill 500 bags. We have received a donation of reusable
shopping bags that we will be filling on our World Day of the Poor in Novem-
ber.

We ask that LOC Parish groups gather new
BATH SIZE towels for the bags this year.




In Memoriam
We hemember all Wuffalo Ladies of Charidy friends who passed away
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Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is October 15, 2024.
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie George at amhgeorge@gmail.com.

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo
Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM
(716) 895-4001

Affordable prices for new or gently used:
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.
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