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Co-Presidents’ Message:

Anthropologist Margaret Mead once said “Never doubt that a
small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; _
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” A small group of Ladies of
Charity and other volunteers are not out to change the world, but they do make a big differ-
ence in the lives of people they serve and encounter at the Lots of Clothes Store at our cen-
ter on Broadway. If the store is able to open, committed volunteers appear on “their” day,
often required to walk on the street from the parking lot, to avoid the snow and ice in front
of vacant buildings. They work in a chilly building, including the even chillier basement or
upstairs, and navigate carefully among mounds of bags, piles of boxes, and multiple gar-
bage and recycling totes. If they have a few extra minutes, they sweep and vacuum. A task
as mundane as carefully sorting through the seemingly endless bags of donations enables
our customers to find good quality clothing for themselves and school clothes for their chil-
dren. People often come in looking for specific garments for job interviews or certain types
of clothing for new jobs. Certain dress-up days and parties at school may seem routine for
families with large wardrobes, but not everyone has pajamas fit to be worn in public or a
supply of team shirts from favorite pro teams. Finding warm coats, hats and gloves, and
good boots is a high priority in the winter. Our members make every effort to provide what
people are seeking, even in hard-to-find sizes. Many of our customers shop not just for
clothes, but for other items to enhance their lives, including greeting cards, gift wrapping,
sewing supplies and other practical things. One of the most popular areas in the store is the
jewelry counter, displaying bling sought by both men and women. Ladies of Charity devote
many hours to preparing these things for sale.

The aim of the Ladies of Charity who founded the store many years ago was to
provide a place for people to shop with dignity. That remains a high priority. Our Vincen-
tian charism is to see Christ in the face of the people we serve, and that is how we aim to
interact with our customers, whether they are referred to us by Catholic Charities for free
clothing, or whether they are paying customers.

This column began by saying our volunteers make a difference in the lives of peo-
ple who come to our store. The reverse is also true. Just last week when informed she could
have two free pairs of socks that day, a customer smiled broadly and said “I love you la-
dies. I love you ladies.” Wouldn’t that make your day?

Won’t you join these volunteers? Try it for just one day. You will find that every-
one is having a good time as well as accomplishing good things, and bonds of friendship
and teamwork are strong.
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Director’s Corner— by Julie Lulek

This past holiday season, our Christmas Toy Program brought joy and hope to nearly 900
children in our community. Thanks to the generosity of our donors and the dedication of our
volunteers, children from families in need were able to experience the magic of Christmas
with gifts under the tree.

Volunteers worked tirelessly to collect, sort, and pack these gifts, ensuring that every child
received something special. Their time, energy, and compassion made all the difference.
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contributed—whether through financial
donations, toy drives, or volunteering. Your generosity helped brighten the holidays for so
many families, reminding us all of the power of giving.

Thank you for making this Christmas season one of warmth, joy, and love. We look forward
to continuing this tradition of kindness in the years to come!

All my best and gratitude,

Julie

Come and, Join the Ladies of Chanity, Archdiocese of Washington

September 11-13, 2025 "
LCUSA National Assembly

THEME: “"CHOOSE HOPE"
THE BETHESDAN HOTEL= BETHESDA, MARYLAND

- = lickr.com/Adam Fagen =
Washington The United States of America National Museum Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Monument Capitol Building of African American History Memorial

Upcoming: Annual Gift Card Raffle:
May 3rd: New Location!

Our Annual Gift Card Raffle fundraiser, (fka Party Saturday) will be :
held at St Leo the Great Parish Center on Sweet Home Rd, Amherst.
Save the Date!

It is always a great time and the money raised will go to fund our
Ladies of Charity ministries that help the disadvantaged in W.N.Y.




Have Collectibles You Don’t Want?.......We Now Sell on eBay

In November, we started to sell some of our more valuable donated items, that we are
unable to sell in our thrift store, on eBay. One of our newer members has offered to list
a limited number of items to sell on eBay.

For those unfamiliar with selling on eBay, the item is photographed, researched and de-
scribed when listed for sale. We set a desired selling price and a shipping price. Ifitis
sold, it is then packaged up and shipped to the buyer. eBay takes their commission and
gives us the balance of the sale.

In three months, we sold 27 items for a total of over $1,210 profit. All of this profit goes
to Ladies of Charity for their use.

Do you have collectibles in your house that you no longer want? Are they in good condi-
tion, clean, with no chips or cracks? If they have a market value and are of a reasonable
size to ship in a box.....consider donating these items to Ladies of Charity.

We will try to turn them into cash and continue our ministries of assisting the poor.
Thank you!

Christmas Toy Program

In November and December, Ladies of Charities volunteers, lead by Catholic Charities
Outreach Specialist, Denise Watroba, helped to fill bags of toys on site at the new toy dis-
tribution center at St Benedict’s Campus in Amherst. We filled 861 bags with toys,
games and books. Each child also received a new hat and gloves, many handmade by
members of the Ladies of Charity. Children in WNY communities received these items
through Catholic Charities of Buffalo workers.

Thank you to all who assisted with our Christmas ministries!




A Christmas Blessing delivered by Sandy and Norm Pawlak and Jan Bausch,
members of the St Brigid Ladies of Charity in Bergen Genesee County Their parish
family “Our Lady of Mercy and St. Brigid”, again collected over 600 palrs of new socks
in their “Sockember” collection for distribution to
the Catholic Charities clients we serve through
our clothing referral program.

Many, many thanks! @ & @ ©

Video about Ladies of Charity :

Catholic Charities of Western New York (CCWNY) Communications Coordinator, Kate
Pelczynski created a video about the Buffalo Association of the Ladies of Charity. The
video, "A Labor of Love" highlights the history and work of the Ladies of Charity and
includes some familiar faces from around the association. We thank Julie Lulek for
spearheading the completion of this video to help us spread the word about our organiza-
tion, and to help in recruiting other ladies looking for a way to give back to their commu-
nity with others who share their faith. :

Check out the video on youtube

at https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=p JUUiWeP20

Lions’ Club Helping Qut: We are thankful for the very generous donations from
the WNY community who donated at the recent West Seneca Lions’ club clothing collection.
And our heartfelt appreciation to the members of the Lions’ club who collected (outside in
freezing temperatures) and delivered a trailer load of the donations to the Ladies of Charity.

We are blessed!




World Day of The Poor Event : November 14, 2024

More than 60 volunteers of the Ladies of Charity spent a beautiful day in November
working together to hopefully bring some joy to those less fortunate through our
"Holiday HOPE Bags" Project. The Ladies filled 500 bags with various new and
handmade items to be distributed to 500 Catholic Charities clients who are
homebound or who seek assistance at one of the pantries in our diocese. A special
“Thank You” to Janice Ferguson and Marian Snyder who coordinated the project, and
to all who participated in or donated to this annual event in recognition of “World Day
of the Poor”. Thank you too to Catholic Charities for their support in completing the
project. A labor of love that started out the Christmas season!

Happy Retirement Cindy !

Please join in congratulating Cindy Wagner on her retirement from Catholic Charities! Cindy's career with
CCWNY spanned 35 years. Cindy is a great supporter of Ladies of Charity, responsible for much of our
accounting and budget work, We thank Cindy for her support and cooperation. Her last day of work at
LOC was December 11th and her last day with CCWNY was December 13th.

Thank you Cindy!




Rest in Peace—Anna Brohman

Anna Brohman, long-time secretary at the Ladies of Charity Center, died peacefully in
November at age 92. Many will remember Anna's devotion to LOC, and her empathetic
respect for everyone she encountered. This collage was created by Marilyn Leslie, LOC
Historian, and depicts Anna's fun-loving nature. May she rest in peace.

LOC Mass Mob -Celebrated Feast Day, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Our recent ‘Mass Mob’ was on her feast day, Saturday January 4th at OLV Basilica in
Lackawanna. During her lifetime, Elizabeth Ann Seton carried out many roles: wife,
mother, convert, single mother, foundress, educator and advocate for the poor. She is a
role model for many women. She also has the privileged place of being the first American
born saint of our Church. She founded the first Sisters of Charity congregation in the U.S.,
which recognizes the particular Vincentian spirituality and charism, in the same way as the
Ladies of Charity.




JUNIOR LADIES OF CHARITY SPREAD JOY DURING CHRISTMAS

St Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity were hard at work this past December in
the hopes of making the season bright for many residents in need in WNY'!
The JLOC selected two families from The WNY Prenatal/Perinatal Network to
sponsor for the Christmas holiday this year. The Network was kind enough to
supply names, ages and a wish list for each family member. The girls divided
up into teams and each girl selected a family member to shop for. At the De-
cember meeting the girls brought the gifts along to share with their teammates
and wrap them up, making sure every family member had ample gifts. They
also purchased new pots & pans and blankets for each family along with a
Tops gift card. The JLOC also brought in personal care items, cleaning sup-
plies and paper products and assembled 15 gift bags for the families at Gerard
Place which will assist them as they transition over to their own apartments in
the community.

The JLOC also filled 23 Christmas stockings with toys and treats for their sec-
ond- grade pen pals at Buffalo Public School #6 and included a letter in each
stocking. Time was also taken to send Christmas cards to their friend “Sal”
who recently moved from a group home in Buffalo to an assisted living facility
in Utah. Sal misses all his friends here as well as his beloved Bills, Sabres and
Bisons and enjoys receiving mail from our members on a regular basis!

The girls also brought 300 Christmas cut-out cookies to the December meeting
and decorated them with frosting and sprinkles and packaged them up for
delivery to the 100 residents at Symphony Manor. Plated cookies were also
delivered to St. Mary’s Rectory, Faith Formation Office and School Office.

Stay tuned in the next Charity Link for news on the JLOC Hagar Grant project
they are working on to benefit the WNY Foster Closet and Sleep in Heavenly
Peace Organizations!!

For more information about JLOC, please contact Marian Snyder at
mariansnyder33@gmail.com or at (716)868-7604.



ADVOCACY NEWS
The different announcements are noted below by categories and sources of infor-
mation.

From the NY State Catholic Conference Educational Choice for Children Act: in
the NY State Legislature-Will enable more parents to enroll their children in the
School they deem most appropriate, including Catholic Schools. This legislation
should generate scholarships to benefit as many families as possible. Take action

at nyscatholic.org to contact your representatives. Insulin co-pays are now banned for
any New Yorker on a state regulated insurance plan.

From AARP NY Goals for 2025 Legislative Session: To pass legislation to require
the State to develop a plan and seek US Food and Drug Administration approval to
import drugs from Canada. (FDA has said state plans must show the "significantly re-
duce" drug costs "without imposing additional risk to public health and safety")

From AARP National Docket: Focus on educating members of Congress that So-
cial Security is not a driver of the national debt or budget deficits and it needs to be
protected.

From Catholic Charities USA: Members of Congress and their staff were asked to
support four key issues: Increased visas for foreign born religious workers, education-
al choice for families, international humanitarian assistance, and the extension of the
Child Tax Credit Programs that address the protection of all human life, religious liber-
ty, poverty and racial justice, housing and homelessness, food and nutrition, econom-
ic security, climate change, support for disaster relief, support for children, youth, and
seniors, and immigration and refugee policies.

Other Federal News: As of January 1st, the $2000 annual prescription drug cap is in
effect for Medicare Part D beneficiaries. Once a Senior's yearly Part D spending hits
the $2000 threshold, the rest of their eligible costs will be covered, i.e. deductibles,
copayments, and coinsurance for drugs in their formulary.(Not included drugs that are
outside of Part D plans and Part D premiums) The Department of Health and Human
Services has announced that through the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices, Medicare Part B enrollees will receive lowered Part B coinsurance rates for
prescription drugs from January 1, 2025-March 31, 2025. Among the drugs are medi-
cations to treat cancer, osteoporosis, and substance abuse disorder.

We must all remain vigilant and contact our representatives about any issues that
concern us. Contact your representatives and let them know you are concerned. You
can reach both state and federal representatives via Google.

Thank you for your advocacy.
Holly Walter



Picture Page Featuring Junior Ladies of Charity......

JLOC decorate cookies.
JLOC wrapping Christmas gifts for WNY Prenatal/Perinatal families
JLOC joined forces with our LOC to assemble 100 candy treat cups for Symphony Manor.

JLOC pen pals at Bflo PS #6 showing off the new hats, scarves and gloves our girls sent
them.
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Thanks to our Donors!

Thank you all for your incredible donations to our Christmas programs.

Your generosity helped us continue to bring some holiday joy to those in need.
Your generous contributions of towels, Amazon purchases, gifts for our Hope Bags
as well as your time and treasure are Very Much Appreciated!

May God Bless You!

Wish lists are on Amazon.com for Fresh Start, Clothing Referrals, and Baby Bags.
From the Amazon home page, select Registries, and then search for Buffalo Ladies
of Charity and view the wish lists. Any purchase will be delivered to a secure ad-
dress. A great way for YOU to help us with our mission, without leaving your
home !

Holiday Hope Bags Christmas 2025

There will be a change in the size of the crocheted baskets. It will be 4 sided
(instead of 6) with a 4 inch square base. The four sides will be the same shape and
size as the large basket. Pattern pieces and sample basket will be available at LOC
center . Contact 716-895-4001 with questions.

Also, ideas welcome for projects our ladies can make at home

and used in our various ministries . Sincere thanks to all these
dedicated caring ladies!

Catholic Charities Appeal 2025:

The Buffalo Association of the Ladies of Charity has partnered
with Catholic Charities of Buffalo for more than 80 years.

Catholic Charities supports Western New Yorkers in need of HOPE.
Together, we offer hope and help. Your generosity towards Catholic

Charities supports their 57 programs across all counties in Western
New York.

Please make a donation to the 2025 Catholic Charities Appeal!




In Memoriam
We remember all WBuffalo Ladies of Charity friends who passed away recently.
WUe honat and thank them for their many Uonks of VNercy taward impraving the lives

Anna Brohman, Debra Fisher, Jean McCarthy, Connie Rudes, ’%ﬁ?‘@,
Patricia Sulski, Ruth Wunner.
i, uf. ﬁa.c-.r'.fgl.
Suftate, Fos Mark

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is June 20, 2025.
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie at amhgeorge@gmail.com.

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo
Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM

(716) 895-4001
Affordable prices for new or gently used:
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.
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