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Co-Presidents’ Message:

It is with great gratitude and appreciation that we share with you some of the many Cor-
poral and Spiritual Acts of Mercy taking place every day throughout our diocese by Ladies
of Charity volunteers. As leaders of our association and on behalf of our membership, we
Thank You for your generosity of time and treasure in our efforts to help those in need in
our community! The impact of your work is unmeasurable, but as our Patrons Saints
showed us, we serve God in Hope of divine everlastingness. May God Bless you!

The inserted page in this newsletter highlights the activities of these member groups:

*  Albion (One Catholic Community) — 33 Members

*

Infant of Prague (Family 16) — 13 Members

*  St. Amelia’s (Roman Catholic Community of the Tonawandas) — 10 Members

*  St. Benedict, Amherst (Family 16) — 12 Members

*  St. Brigid (Family #12 Genesee/Wyoming Vicariate) — 20 Members

*  St. Gregory the Great, Williamsville (Shepherd and Saints Parish Family) — 51 Members

*  St. John the Baptist, North Buffalo ( Light of Christ RC Community ) — 4 members

*  St. John Paul II (Lakeshore Catholic Faith Community) — 7 members

*  St. Mary’s of the Assumption, Lancaster (Beloved Disciples of Christ the Lord) - 29 members
*  St. Timothy , Tonawanda (Light of Christ RC Community) - 37 Members

And lastly, a big “’Thank you” to Mary Carroll who has served as Recording Secretary on the Advisory
Board for seven years. Having faithfully recorded the minutes of approximately 63 meetings during her ten-
ure, she will put her pen down and serve as a member-at-large.
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Save the Dates

July 23rd: Ladies Day Out:
Bus Tour and Lunch at Chef’s

September 27th: Annual Style
Show at
Salvatore’s Hospitality
Banquet Room
(Transit Rd near Genesee St
in Depew)




Director’s Corner— by Julie Lulek

At the heart of the Ladies of Charity Center on Broadway, are two dedicated Catholic Charities em-
ployees, Delma and Denise, whose commitment and care make a lasting impact every day.

Delma began her journey with Catholic Charities in 1990, serving in another area of the agency before
joining the LOC team 13 years ago. Her years of experience and institutional knowledge have made
her an invaluable part of the center’s operations.

Denise started with Catholic Charities in 2018 and began supporting LOC in 2022. Since then, she has
become a vital force in the center’s day-to-day functions and has taken on a leadership role in one of

its most beloved efforts—coordinating the annual Christmas program for both Catholic Charities and
LOC.

Together, Delma and Denise manage many of the administrative tasks that keep the LOC Center run-
ning smoothly. From answering phones and processing donations to
managing and facilitating referrals across all LOC ministries—including Y|
clothing, Fresh Start household items, school backpacks, First Commun- g
ion needs, and the Christmas program—they are often the first friendly
faces clients and partner encounters.

Their teamwork, compassion, and behind-the-scenes dedication help en-
sure that individuals and families in need receive the support and dignity

they deserve. Delma and Denise truly embody the mission of Catholic
Charities and the spirit of the Ladies of Charity.

With appreciation,

Julie Lulek

September 11-13, 2025
LCUSA National Assembly
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Did You Know......

---in1969 the LOC of the Erie County District listed 159 parish groups?
---in 1974 a “Holy Year Celebration” at St. Amelia’s Parish commenced with a candlelight Rosary and
Mass with almost 300 attending?

---in 1975 a pilgrimage to St. John Kanty Parish was attended by almost 250 members from across the
diocese?

---in 1976 St. Mary of the Assumption Parish began supplying birthday parties for the girls at Hopeva-
le (a former residential treatment center for young women)?

---in 1978 at Infant of Prague Parish, four hundred LOC were expected to attend the 36 th Annual St.
Louise Observance Mass and Luncheon?

---in 1982 there were 7,000 LOC members throughout the diocese at the time of the 41 st Annual St.
Louise Observance Mass and Luncheon?

---in 1991 a Golden Anniversary observation of the founding of the LOC in Buffalo was celebrated by
Bishop Edward Head at Fourteen Holy Helpers Parish?

“Where two or three are gathered...”

Of special interest would be the treasures that may come to our archives from parishes that are, regret-
tably, closed. If you possess any of these, or have a personal story to share, please contact the LOC of-
fice at 1122 Broadway, Buffalo, NY 14212. Copies will be made, if you wish.

Marilyn Leslie, LOC Buffalo Association Historian

Christmas Toy Program : We need your ‘crafting’ help

We like to include homemade gift tags with the toys that we gather for the children. These tags are
made from Christmas card covers: cut nicely down to a size to fit into a Ziploc sandwich bag. This is
a great project for you to do at home, or with a group of your friends. Any amount of tags is a help.
Please punch a hole in a corner, insert yarn or string so the tag can be attached to a gift, and place 12-
15 gift tags in one Ziploc sandwich bag. Get them to us by early November.
Contact Kathleen Sieracki or Ann Marie George with any questions. Thank you!

Don’t have your 2024 cards any more? Plan on saving them in 2025, and tell
your friends and relatives to save them for us too!

Mass of Remembrance, Enrollment of New Members & Volunteer Luncheon: was
held June 19th at St. Timothy's Church in Tonawanda. We remembered our deceased members and
welcomed 33 new members to the Buffalo Association of the Ladies of Charity. St. Timothy's ladies
hosted the event, with Fr. Michael Parker celebrating the Mass of Remembrance and the induction cere-
mony as each new member was presented with their crucifix, manual and rose. Irene Siedlarczyk,
LCUSA President, assisted Kathy Roseti, Kathleen Sieracki, co-presidents, and Holy Walter, VP Mem-
bership, in welcoming our new members. Following Mass, a luncheon was enjoyed and annual general
meeting was held.




T Shirt Dresses:

The Ladies of Charity of St. Brigid’s Parish in Bergen are still sewing T-shirt dresses
for one of their former priests, Father James Chia. Father James takes them to Malaysia for orphanages and
homes for young children operated by the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception.

This year, the annual sewing day looked a bit different from the past because a few grandchildren of
our members joined us. One of their favorite jobs were designing the t-shirts by deciding which lace or but-
tons should be added. The shirts were then passed on to the ladies for hand sewing their recommendations
onto the shirt. We might have future fashion designers in the making! The girls also enjoyed making the
yarn dolls that we include with each dress.

I have a feeling, the children will be asking their Grandmothers when the next sewing day
at church will be.

- submitted by Cherri Sheridan, St Brigid’s

Dashing for Dollars : Thanks to Judy Mislin, the Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity has re-
ceived $713 in rebates from Dash’s Market from July 2024 through May 2025.

She receives, sorts and collates Dash’s receipts received from members and other = -
sources she has developed. She keeps a running total, and when the value reaches | _
$5000, she submits them to Dash’s, who then sends a rebate to the Ladies of '
Charity. If you shop at Dash’s, even occasionally, or know someone who does,
please donate your receipts to LOC. If you are coming to the Center, there is a
box on the lunch table. You may also mail them in. Every little bit adds up.

Judy and her son Chris are faithful volunteers every Monday and Tuesday. Chris
lends some extra muscle power in receiving donations and moving them to stor-
age, including the basement.

Thank you Judy and Chris for all you do.

The Ladies of Charity of Infant of Prague Parish held their annual "Collection for the
Homebound " on the weekend of June 21/22. They requested new toiletries, small gift 1tems ( playing
cards, pens/pencils, notepads, tissues, small size puzzle books etc., as g .
well as jewelry.) Cash donations were also accepted. Containers for
donations were placed at the church entrances.

All these donations will be included in the Holiday Hope Bags assem-
bled on LOC's World Day of the Poor project day in November. Cash
donations will purchase additional supplies.




Successful Gift Card Raffle Fundraiser :

On May 3, 2025, Ladies of Charity held a Gift Card Raffle and Basket Raffle fundraiser.
Over 120 people attended the event, which was held at St. Leo the Great parish center in
Ambherst. Over 30 gift cards and 100 baskets were raffled. Pizza, soft drinks, water and
delicious cookies were complimentary. Several Junior Ladies of Charity expertly manned the
kitchen. Everyone had a great time! St. Leo’s parish community was a wonderful host.

Ladies of Charity raised over $5,000 for our ministry projects. Many thanks to St. Leo’s
and to all the Ladies who volunteered at the event.

St. Louise Incentive / Scholarship Awards

The Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity provides awards of $800 per school year to a
number of children attending Catholic high schools. In the middle of the school year, Scholarship
Program Chair Denise Golpl sends letters to principals and eighth grade teachers at Catholic ele-
mentary schools inviting them to nominate children for consideration. The information is also on
the Ladies of Charity website, so that children in public elementary schools may access it and ap-
ply. The nominees must be entering a Catholic high school, must have a history of involvement in
school and community activities, have a genuine financial need, and maintain passing grades. The
principal or teacher writes a recommendation and the students themselves must also submit an es-
say on how the attributes of St. Louise (including commitment to service, a strong spiritual founda-
tion, and collaboration and guidance) influence their lives and why they want to attend a Catholic
high school. Successful applicants must perform 10 hours of volunteer service at the Ladies of
Charity Center each year. The award may be renewed throughout high school if the requirements
are met.

This year, Ladies of Charity received 31 applications from outstanding young people for
three available awards. The stories of all the good works they have already achieved and their es-
says were very impressive. Co-President Kathy Roseti devised a standardized evaluation tool which
helped in ranking the applications objectively. The children selected include Ava, who will attend
Mount Mercy Academy. Her teacher described her as “kind, caring and dedicated.” She has been
involved in many extra-curricular activities and volunteer service in the community. The second
student selected is Aiden, who will attend St. Mary’s High School. He believes that St. Louise
“inspires me to take my education more seriously, work hard for my goals, and stay faithful to
God.” The third student selected is Matthew, who will also be a freshman at St. Mary’s. He has
twin 24-year-old cousins who have cerebral palsy and are in wheelchairs. He spends a lot of time
with them. According to Matthew, “my cousins have taught me the true meaning of perseverance
by the everyday struggles they face. I love my cousins and feel I really make a difference in their
lives.”

Our upper-class scholarship students are seniors Daniel, at St. Mary’s and Carly at Mount
Mercy. Eleanor will be a junior at Sacred Heart, and Haylee is in the same grade at Mt. St. Mary.
Incoming sophomores are Damien at Canisius, Annabelle at Mt. St. Mary and Briella at Cardinal
O’Hara.




The Buffalo N.Y. Ladies of Charity Advisory Board announces a newly
established LOC Volunteer Award.
The award seeks to recognize members who have displayed exemplary
service through their significant contributions of time, talent and treasure in service to the Western
New York community while displaying St. Louise’s virtues and caring character.
Congratulations to two ‘2025 award’ winners: Sandra Pawlak and Eileen Summers!
(Watch for more information in the coming months on how to nominate volunteers for this award.)

Volunteer Recognition: Sandra Pawlak is a member of the Ladies of Charity at St. Brigid’s
Church in Bergen, NY. Over the last several years the Ladies of Charity’s Clothing Referral Program
has been the recipient of several thousand pairs of new underwear and socks collected at St. Brigid’s
and from Sandy and her husband Norm’s friends. The collections were initiated by Sandy and Norm
on one of their wedding anniversaries, asking friends to give them new socks to be donated to LOC,
rather than a personal gift And since that time, Sandy has carried on spearheading the “Socktember”
collection at her church, in addition to new underwear during their “Advent Briefs” collection. Sandy
is also a member of the parish knitting group and she and Norm were “Grief
Share” leaders, a Christ-centered program which helps people apply biblical
principles as they deal with the emotions and life stresses following the ’
death of a loved one. Sandy, like St. Louise, has shown her caring nature,
despite problems she has suffered, and a deep religious conviction, all with
humility and love.

Thank you Sandy for your contributions to the Ladies of
Charity of the Diocese of Buffalo. May God Bless Sandy, Norm,
daughter Leanne and her children who help count and deliver the
items to our Center on Broadway, along with Bergen President, Jan
Bausch! ‘

Volunteer Recognition: Eileen Summers has served as president of the Ladies of Charity
at St. Timothy’s Church for several years. She is the glue that keeps the group together. Eileen is a
devoted advocate of the Ladies of Charity, especially our Fresh Start Program. Her contributions
include time and treasure. Many years ago, following an emotional day of volun-
teering, Eileen had a vivid dream of a firefighter. After awakening, Eileen again
had a clear vision of the firefighter and fell back to sleep. When her alarm rang
she woke from her third dream of the firefighter. She asked God what that meant
and then went on her day, stopping at physical therapy and encountering — a fire-
fighter! She shared her dilemma with him. He said she could place a collection
barrel in his Kenmore firehall. This was the start of the donation bar- .

rels that expanded from one firehall to barrels in several churches and |
the Knights of Columbus. An unknown quantity of new or gently used
sheets, blankets and towels have been collected and distributed o
through Fresh Start to hundreds of clients through the years. She ‘
moved her parents to Buffalo and lovingly cared for them while work- =
ing full time. She loves basket raffles and repurposes her many win- \
nings to help other charities and events. She is known by her friends
and even strangers as being an amazing woman with a huge sharing, giving and loving heart. Like
St. Louise, Eileen does not seek recognition and shows determination to help the underprivileged
with great discipline and compassion. We thank you Eileen for your many contributions to the La-
dies of Charity of the Diocese of Buffalo. God Bless!




Junior Ladies of Charity: Helping Those in Need

St. Mary’s Junior Ladies of Charity have been keeping very busy helping many people in our
WNY Community this past Spring. The girls focused on completing their 2024 Hagar Grant Project which
focused on local children in need of assistance. They held a children’s winter clothing collection with
donations going to the Ladies of Chairty Thrift Store in
Buffalo, as well as The WNY Foster Closet in the McKinley Mall. The girls also purchased brand new
pajamas & personal care items & delivered to the Foster Closet. They spent the morning there learning
about this interesting organization, helped sort and hang clothing in the storefront.

The Juniors also volunteered for an afternoon at Sleep in Heavenly Peace at the Eastern Hills Mall,
learning all about the organization and then sanded bed slats using electric sanders, a new experience for
most of them! They took pride in knowing they had a part in providing beds for children who had no
beds. The girls also brought along new mattress pads, sheets and comforters which they purchased.

The work on the Hagar Grant was a great learning experience for the girls, and made a real differ-
ence in our community. The Juniors have been approved for a 2025 Hagar Grant and have decided to fo-
cus on providing toys for children affected by natural disasters. ~ When Spring arrived, the girls volun-
teered at St. Mary’s Annual Clam Chowder Dinner, and in April they held an Easter Party for the residents
at Symphony Manor, which included a visit from the Easter Bunny, complete with candy treat bags,
games & prizes. If you attended the LOC Gift Card & Basket Raffle you may have seen our Juniors
there, helping with refreshments and other activities. The girls will end this school year with a fundraising
bake sale & a visit to meet their 2nd grade pen pals at Buffalo Public School #6 for a play date! It’s been
a very exciting and productive year!

Foster Closet Project




Membership: How to Make It Grow and How to Keep It

Holly Walter. Vice President of Membership

As we all know, our diocese is going through a great deal of pain and heartache over parish mer-
gers and closure. For many years, we organized our Ladies of Charity (LOC) activities around our par-
ishes and recruited new members from our friends and fellow parishioners. The restructuring of parishes
into families has afforded us the opportunity to alter our methods of finding new members. The merger
and closure of parishes has made it imperative that we change our approach in order to keep LOC alive
in Western New York.

Many families of parishes have multiple LOC groups, some have only one or two, and some
have none. To bring everyone together, the different parish LOC groups must find a way to stay alive as
a functioning ministry. One possibility is to invite all the Ladies of Charity groups in the family, and
others who may be interested, to a “Meet and Greet.” The model for this is very simple. The organizer
(s) must first choose a date, time and central location. Secondly, they should decide who will speak
about LOC history and ministries, and whether to provide refreshments. Thirdly, they should begin ad-
vertising in the family or parish bulletins for a few weeks. The fourth step is to provide warm hospitality
to everyone who attends. Don’t pressure anyone, give them some discernment time, but let them know
the value of LOC. I hope your “Meet and Greet” will be successful and new members recruited. You
may encounter some reluctance to work with another parish, but everyone must come to understand we
need to join forces to secure the vibrant future of Ladies of Charity. This model is working for the Be-
loved Disciples of Christ Jesus Family in Lancaster/Depew and it may work for you. Other ideas are
always welcome and I look forward to talking with you.

Advocacy News, Holly Walter

The New York State Catholic Conference is urging Governor Hochul not to sign the Medical
Aid in Dying/Assisted Suicide Bill #138 which has passed both the Assembly and the Senate.

From Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA) and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB): Having passed the House, the Budget Reconciliation Bill is now in the Senate. It must under-
go deep revisions to prevent the loss of Medicaid and Affordable Health Care benefits for 13.7 million
people and the loss of food assistance (SNAP) by 11 million persons.

The Child Tax Credit is also threatened for four million children. Speaking for the USCCB,
Archbishop Timothy Broglio says the immigration provisions “double down on an unsustainable en-
forcement-only approach,” and “penalize families who go to painstaking lengths to comply with the
law.” CCUSA and USCCB urge us to contact our senators and make our voice heard.

Thank you for advocacy.



Ladies of Charity Mass Mobs

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there [ am in the midst of
them.” Matthew 18:20

Since we began gathering for sharing Eucharist and community, Ladies of Charity have
formed “Mass Mobs” at St. Benedict’s Church in Eggertsville; Our Lady of Victory Basilica in
Lackawanna; St. Martha’s Church in Depew; Our Lady of Fatima Shrine in Youngstown; and
Infant of Prague Church in Cheektowaga.
What is your suggestion for the next location? Would you like us to come to your church? Do
you prefer a weekend or weekday? Mid-day or evening?

Please share your ideas at buffaloladiesofcharity(@gmail.com or
call the Center at 716-895-4001. One of the co-presidents is usually there
every business day. We want to hear from you.

Ladies of Charity attended Mass at Infant of Prague Church in Cheektowaga on June
21. This was the same weekend the LOC of the parish held their annual collection of items for
Holiday Hope Bags. Susan Hatfield (1) and Renee Andrzejewski collected the donations from
the first weekend Mass.

Easter with JLOC:




Holiday Hope Bags Christmas 2025

The craft project decided upon for 2025 is to wrap plastic hangers with strips of
tee shirt material. We plan to give each Hope Bag recipient one of these cute
hangers. Their clothes will hang nice and not slip off the hanger!

On May 21st, ladies from Infant of Prague Ladies of Charity hosted a fun event to
learn how to make these hangers. There were 16 Ladies of Charity members in
attendance, and over 100 hangers are made already! Another craft day is being
planned for a later date. If you missed the first event, please J01n us next tlme we

LOC Collection Barrels —
Collect Towels, Sheets and Blankets at Your Parish Family for Fresh Start

Barrels are currently located at the St. Timothy’s, St. Paul’s and St Stephen’s Churches.
Eileen Summers, St. Timothy’s chairlady who started the Barrel

Collection several years ago has a message to all: “Would you

consider placing a barrel in your church to also collect for this im-

portant ministry PLEASE?” She is offering to try to get the barrels

and labels. All you would need is a few volunteers to empty the

barrels. “IT IS EASY!” Just drop off the items collected to the

center on Broadway!. If you need help, she also offers to come to

your church and help deliver the items to LOC.

Thank you!




In Memoriam

We remember all WBuffalo Ladies of Charity friends who passed away recently.
WUe honar and thank them for their many Uorks of VNercy taward impraving the lives

Marie O’Hara

Eugenia Slowinski

”/ﬁ?
Lasdivs. of Pharity
Halile, Tor Yark

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is October 15, 2025.
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie at amhgeorge@gmail.com.

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store

1122 Broadway, Buffalo

Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM

(716) 895-4001

Affordable prices for new or gently used:
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.
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