



It’s Membership Renewal Time - Who Are the Ladies of Charity? 
For those unclear of our Vincentian origins and mission.  Some fast facts: We……… 

• Have a long and rich history as a result of the insight of Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac and 
Elizabeth Ann Seton along with the many women who have continued the work they began. 

• Are an International Catholic lay organization of women.  We have been in existence worldwide since 
1617 when St. Vincent de Paul reached out to the women in his parish to help just one family in need.  
We are a member of the Vincentian Family, sharing the bond of Vincentian Spirituality.   

• Are a group of 314 women in the Diocese of Buffalo working together against all forms of poverty. We 
were started 80 plus years ago, as the Ladies of Charity, Diocese of Buffalo.   

• Own the building at 1122 Broadway, the base of operation for our association.  We have 17 parish 
groups in our association that operate independently, but whose main focus is to support the diocesan 
ministries, in addition to their own parish ministries.   

• Are required to pay annual dues (minimum $25) to our diocesan association in order to be in good 
standing.  A portion of those dues are paid to the Ladies of Charity of the United States (LCUSA) and 
they then send a portion of those dues to our International organization (AIC). 

• Have a shared mission with Catholic Charities of Buffalo (CCWNY) to help the marginalized in our 
community,  Many of our ministries support or supplement the assistance Catholic Charities provides 
to those it helps.   

• Have oversight by Julie Lulek, Senior Director of Catholic Charities.  The main focus of this oversight is 
to ensure that our programs and ministries are helping those in need effectively. While LOC operates 
independently of CCWNY we work very closely with our director and the CCWNY employees who work 
in our building.  These employees directly support LOC programs and ministries.   Ladies of Charity has 
no employees.  We pay a stipend monthly to CCWNY for various administrative assistance they provide 
such as photocopying, building maintenance, deliveries, etc. 

• Have an advisory board comprised of our director, member officers, member committee chairs and at-
large members who meet monthly to discuss and make changes as needed to our programs, activities, 
events and budget.  New board members are always welcome. 

• Operate our Center at 1122 Broadway.  In addition to a thrift store, we also have several  ministries  to 
help those in need: a Fresh Start program (providing basic household items to CCWNY clients), 
providing school supplies, providing bags of new baby items, providing new and gently used clothing 
to CCWNY clients (includes 4 outfits, coats, shoes, pajamas, accessories and new underwear and 
socks), providing free books to the general public, providing two selected students annually a 
scholarship of $800/year for their 4 years at catholic high schools and providing First Communion 
outfits. 

Our organization requires a committed membership of women who will embrace the work done before 
them and support in both prayer and deed, the work that still needs to be done.  While everyone is not 
always able to volunteer at our center or at a parish activity, membership in our organization helps to 
ensure our work continues.  Please continue to support our organization by renewing your own 
membership and perhaps by also asking other compassionate women who would find our work 
meaningful, to join us.  The new registration period begins July 1st.  

Thank you very much and may God Bless you! 




