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Co-Presidents’ Message:    
 

Dear friends, 
 
Ten Ladies of Charity from Buffalo (Mary Ellen Carver, Dolores Celano, Sharon Darisse, Denise 
Golpl, Marilyn Leslie, Kathy Roseti, Kathleen Sieracki, Marian Snyder, Holly Walter and Beth 
Warrington) were privileged to attend the Ladies of Charity 2025 National Assembly, Choose 
Hope, in Bethesda, Maryland, September 11-13. 
 
This letter is highlighting just three of the many wonderful elements of the assembly. On 
Sept.11, we made a pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland. The shrine includes a beautiful basilica, a museum, and two of the 
original buildings used by St. Elizabeth and her companions after their arrival in 1809. It was 
here that the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph were established as the first congregation of nuns 
formed in the United States. It was also the home of St. Joseph’s School, a forerunner of the 
Catholic school system in the U.S.  
 
During her life before her journeyto Maryland,  Elizabeth was a lonely child, a happily married 
woman and mother of five, a caretaker, a widow and a convert to Catholicism rejected by her fami-
ly. Fifty years ago, St Elizabeth was canonized.  
 
The assembly was blessed with the presence throughout of Tayde De Callatay, international 
president of the International Association of Charites (AIC), the worldwide organization of 
Ladies of Charity. We in the United States are one of 56 national associations, with 100,000 
members in 5000 groups. Tayde urged us to be open to change in order to be bearers of hope. 
A surprise visitor to the assembly was Father Tomaz Mavric, C.M., Superior General of the 
Congregation of the Mission, 24 th successor to ST. Vincent de Paul. A native of Argentina, born 
to parents who had emigrated from Slovenia, Fr. Mavric speaks several languages, including 
fluent English. As the leader of the entire Vincentian Family, he urged us to be cognizant and 
encouraged and proud of the fact that we are members of a group which exists in 167 
countries, with two million members in 180 branches. There is strength in numbers. 
 
One of the plenary sessions of the assembly was “Conversations of the Heart.” Women were 
assigned to tables, thus having the opportunity to talk with people from other associations. 
Each table was given a virtue of St. Elizabeth and tasked to reflect and share how they see that 
virtue in their own lives and associations. It was beautiful to see everyone leaning in in order to 
hear and really share with others at the table. We were practicing “active listening,” listening 

(continued bottom of page 3) 
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Presidents’ Message (continued from page 1): 
 
not only to what the other person is saying, but also to what they mean to say. This requires listening to the 
other now as she is speaking, instead of concentrating on what one will say next. The counterpart to active 
listening is “intentional speaking,” sharing the truth as one sees or experiences it, not imposing it. In our 
polarized society, these are skills to be practiced during all our conversations. 
 
The 2006 assembly will be September 10-12 th in Miami. Please give serious consideration to 
attending, and finding your own highlights. 
 
Kathy Roseti and Kathleen Sieracki, Co-Presidents 

Director’s Corner– by Julie Lulek 

 

 
Each holiday season, Catholic Charities and the Ladies of Charity come together to bring joy and  
hope to families across Western New York through our long-standing Christmas Toy Program. This 
cherished tradition provides gifts to children and teens—from infants through age 18—ensuring that 
every child experiences the magic of the season. 
 
Many of the gifts distributed are made possible through the generous support of the WNY Toy  
Partnership and Toys for Tots. However, there remains a continued need for gifts for girls and boys 
ages 12–18, as this age group is often the hardest to shop for. 
 
If you would like to make a difference this holiday season, please consider donating a gift or gift 
card to help brighten a teen’s Christmas morning. 
 
To contribute, please contact the Ladies of Charity office for more information on how to donate, 
 or consider ordering a gift from the Ladies of Charity Amazon Gift Registry.  For easy access to 
 the registry, you can use the QR code below. 
 
Together, we can make the holidays brighter for hundreds of local families in need. 
 
With warm regards, 
 
Julie  
 
 



 

Did You Know…... 
 
Of special interest would be the treasures that may come to our archives from parishes that are, regret-
tably, closed.  
 
If you possess any of these, or have a personal story to share, please contact the LOC office at 1122 
Broadway, Buffalo, NY 14212. Copies will be made, if you wish. 
 
Marilyn Leslie,  LOC Buffalo Association Historian 

Ladies of Charity Honorariums and Memorials     
 
Many family and friends find memorial or honorarium gifts as a meaningful way to 
honor the memory of someone special in their life, or to commemorate a birthday, 
anniversary or other special occasion. Families often specify memorials, “in lieu of 
flowers”, as a way of honoring loved ones at the time of death, or, a gift “in honor 
of” (i.e. Birthday) gives you the opportunity to express your love and respect for a 
family member, friend, co-worker or other individual. 
 
The Ladies of Charity of the USA gladly accepts these types of donations. Rev. Richard Gielow, CM, 
Spiritual Advisor of LCUSA, will offer Mass for LCUSA donors and all Memoriam and Honorarium 
requests. A special card announcing your gift will also be sent to the person honored by your contri-
bution, or the family of the person your contribution is in memory of. 
 
On-Line donations can be made at https://aic.ladiesofcharity.us/donate/ 

 

Our Website Gets a Face Lift! 
 
Please be sure to check out our new look.  Thanks to our director, Julie Lulek, our website has been 
updated. We particularly want to thank Paul Maurer, Art Director at abbeymecca for his work in 
designing the website and transferring over our data.  Our website address remains the same: 
“locbuffalony.org”.   Let us know what you think. We hope that you will find it easier to locate in-
formation and much more engaging.   We encourage you to check out the site for membership and 
program information, recent achievements and upcoming events.  We hope to add electronic on-
line payment ability at some time in the near future to make registering for events, making dona-
tions and paying membership dues easier. 
 
 



 

 

 

The Ladies of Charity/AIC (AIC) a member of the Vincentian Family, is more 
 than 400 years old, started by St. Vincent and St. Louise de Marillac to help the disadvantaged  
in their parish. Since then it has grown world-wide, with more than 100,000 volunteers of 
Ladies of Charity/AIC in 56 countries around the world. In the US there are more than 4,000 
members (LCUSA) and in Buffalo more than 300 (LOC). How can we stay informed regarding  
all of the activities of our organization locally and worldwide? 

· Read Buffalo LOC emails.  
· Check out our (LOC) website at  https://locbuffalony.org 
· Connect with and share LOC and LCUSA Facebook postings. 

 
Thank you and Congratulations Marian ! 
 
For the past 27 years, under the leadership and guidance of Marian Snyder, the Junior Ladies of Charity 
have spent numerous hours volunteering at our Center on Broadway, at Response to Love, Gerard Place, 
St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy in addition to collecting diapers, clothing, household goods, personal care 
items, making blankets, giving gifts to those in need including Christmas gifts and baby items to unwed 
mothers - just to name a few. 
Marian guided the girls in Service - instilling the virtues of humility, simplicity and charity.  Marian’s kind-
ness, her love for the Ladies of Charity and her willingness to serve the disadvantaged in our society, has 
inspired hundreds of girls over these last 27 years. She taught the girls through the various activities and 
ministries she involved them in, how to live the scriptures; loving and giving to those less fortunate than us 
and to see Christ as the ever present person in the room, teaching respect and the dignity for every 
human life. In recognition of her leadership and service,  
 
Marian was presented the St  Louise de Marillac  
Volunteer Award. 
 
In photo, from left:  Kathy Roseti, Marian Snyder,  
Kathleen Sieracki. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Crucifix of the Ladies of Charity 

 
“Jesus called everyone to take up their cross if we were to follow Him. Our 
foundress, Louise de Marillac, had a keen consciousness that as a follower of Jesus, 
accepting the cross in her life  allowed her to be more united with our Crucified 
Savior. A crucifix is given to each new member of the  Ladies of Charity as a re-

minder that we are called to embrace the sufferings in our lives as well as the joys. 
 
When you received the crucifix of the Ladies of Charity you were told: Receive this image of the 
son of God, model of charity. May your glory be in the Cross of Jesus Christ. Wear the crucifix al-
ways upon your heart, and bear it with you wherever you may go, to be your strength, your conso-
lation and salvation, in life and in death. Like Simon of Cyrene, each Lady of Charity carries a 
cross; she carries it with her always. As she moves about her work, her greatest glory comes in as-
sisting someone else to carry his or her cross. A cross that life may have given him, the beauty of 
which he may have been unable to discover. To you is given this priceless opportunity because you 
wear the cross, to understand the cross and make its beauty known to all.  The arms of the cross 
become your arms as laden with gifts of love you walk among people. The foot of the cross be-
comes the bulwark against which you, in your own troubled life or in encouraging others, can rest 
and gain support.  The tree of the cross becomes life itself to you and to those you serve. And you, 
Ladies of Charity, have chosen the cross as your insignia, as an emblem, as your badge of honor. 
Membership in your organization binds you to the cross which you wear in a very extraordinary 
manner.” 
 
All of the above is taken from an address by Alice R. May at the Centennial Banquet of the Ladies of Chari-
ty, St. Louis, September 29. 1957. 
 
We each received the Ladies of Charity crucifix at our installation, and then many of us put it away in a safe 
place, never to be seen again. After reading this heartfelt reflection, let’s make an effort to wear our crucifix-
es at all our Ladies of Charity volunteer times and events. Bow-shaped pins are available for only 50 cents. 
They can be attached to your crucifix to create a brooch.  
 
Some will be available for purchase at World Day of the Poor. 

Consider joining Erie County's RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram) Program : 
  
 Funded through Americorp Seniors, Erie County RSVP strives to improve 
lives, strengthen communities, and foster civic engagement through service and volun-
teering.  Ladies of Charity of Buffalo is a recognized RSVP site.  
 Erie County RSVP Offers special events in return for your service includ-
ing  Annual Tribute Day, Miss Buffalo Boat Ride, Bisons Game, $2 Tuesday Movies 
and an Annual Picnic.   
 Call the County RSVP Office at 716-858-7548 or LOC Center at 716-895-4001 
to inquire about joining RSVP through LOC. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
GIVE HOPE, SPREAD JOY:  FUND OUR MISSION:   
Giving to LCUSA With a Purpose 
 
Did you know? 
70% of Americans donate to non-profit organizations 
30% of Americans engage in volunteer activities 
Only 5% of all people remember these organizations in their estate planning.  
Include LCUSA in your estate planning 
Leave a legacy of your own – supporting an organization that means so much to you. 
Support LCUSA’s mission, development & growth. 
 

WAYS TO GIVE TO LCUSA 
Bequests 
ÿ Cash, Real Estate, Personal 
ÿ Property, Percentage or Remainder of Estate, designated by the donor Charitable Gifts 
ÿ LCUSA Annual Appeal/Cash, Stocks/Securities 
ÿ Honorariums, Memorials for deceased or someone who has made a difference to you 
in your life. 
Annuities, Insurance Policies 
ÿ Name LCUSA as policy owner and/or beneficiary Retirement Plans/IRAs 
ÿ Name LCUSA as beneficiary of death benefit 
**A professional advisor, such as a financial planner, an attorney, or an 
accountant, can advise you on the various ways in which you can 
make a gift. An attorney can also help you prepare your final will or 
estate plan.  

 
Ladies of Charity of the United States,  8001 Longview Road 
Kansas City, MO 64134   
Email: office@ladiesofcharity.us     Phone: 818-260-3853   A 501(c)3 non-profit organization. 

 

Remembering: 
Lady of Charity volunteer Patricia Thomas died on July 18, 2025. Her family wrote that Pat loved 
working at Ladies of Charity and enjoyed being with her friends every Thursday.  
In Pat’s own words: 
To all my Family, Friends and Acquaintances, 
Now that my journey has ended, I would like to reflect on all of you. 
During my confinement each one of you has been an important part of my life. 
The kindness, prayers and letters you have given me have made this journey much easier. 
I realized how fortunate I was to have five thoughtful children as well as their spouses, along 
with my fourteen grandchildren and six great grandchildren. 
Your care and concern have been uplifting to me every day. 
Wherever I am going now, I pray when our paths cross again I may tell you how very important 
you have been in my life. 
Love to you all,  Pat 



 

 
Junior Ladies of Charity, St Marys Lancaster :  Fall Projects  
 
As the new school year started, the Jr. Ladies of Charity got right to work with new projects. They started 
their September meeting with their annual ice cream social.  It was a nice way for the girls to come togeth-
er after the summer and discuss projects and volunteer opportunities they wanted to do this year. At this 
meeting the girls decided they would hold a Halloween costume collection. The girls also put together a 
dog themed basket for the Ladies of Charity Style Show. Two Junior Ladies of Charity modeled in the La-
dies of Charity Style Show. They did an excellent job!   
 
In October, the Jr. Ladies of Charity sorted and organized the Halloween costumes they collected over the 
past month. They collected 135 costumes! They donated the costumes to Gerard Place, Matt Urban Com-
munity Center, and the Ladies of Charity Store. The Juniors made candy treat bags to send to Gerard Place 
with the costumes as well as to their Pen Pals at PS#6. The Jr. Ladies also made a fall craft to send to the 
nuns in the nursing home at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Convent.  
 
For the remainder of the fall, the Juniors are planning to complete a Veteran’s Day project and make 
Thanksgiving crafts for their Pen Pals and the nuns at the Immaculate Heart of Mary convent. The Juniors 
will also start planning activities and projects they will be doing during the Christmas season. 
 
As this year started, two new moderators took over leadership of the Junior Ladies of Charity. Kate Berger 
and Megan Nichols, who were Junior Ladies of Charity in this same group when they were younger, will 
be co-moderators. With guidance from Marian Snyder, they will work with the girls to continue doing  
volunteer work in the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Moderators and Jr. Ladies at the Style Show 

Front Row (Left to Right): Julia Pietrantoni, Marian Snyder, Ava McGrath 
Back Row (Left to Right): Megan Nichols, Kate Berger 

 
 
 



 

LCUSA/Advocacy:   

From the NYS Catholic Conference 
 

Medical Aid in Dying Bill A136-Governor Kathy Hochel still has not signed this bill passed by the NYS Legisla-
ture as of this writing. The Catholic Conference is urging her to veto the bill. Go to nyscatholic.org and them "Action Cen-
ter" to voice your opinion. 

From CCUSA  Requests Congress to support our vulnerable populations including disaster affected communi-
ties, individuals experiencing financial hardship, survivors of human trafficking, and others who depend on assistance thru 
the DHS programs.  

Also for Congress to support DOJ grant programs that serve youth, families, and communities affected by crime, 
contact your national Congressional Representatives. They all have websites. 

Also from CCUSA on Agriculture Appropriations urges Congress to increase funding for critical programs that 
address food insecurity or, at a minimum, that funding levels be maintained. That the Special Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for women, infants, and children (WIC) be fully funded. 

Also from CCUSA  urges swift passage of the Trafficking Survivors Relief Act of 2025 to provide support for 
survivors of human trafficking so they can access resources critical for their recovery 

On the Federal Level Fair Day in Court for Kids Act  Would provide unaccompanied children with legal repre-
sentation when they appear in proceedings before an immigration judge  This legislative request is paired with the Unac-
companied Children Program (UCP) which would provide funding for legal services for unaccompanied children which 
would help assure these children receive a fair process for seeking safety from danger while in the immigration court sys-
tem 

I will close with a message from Pope Leo XIII in His apostolic exhortation, Dilexi,   The Pope reminds the 
Church and all people of good will that those who are poor do not lose the inherent dignity they have as human beings, 
nor is their dignity in any way diminished for lacking material goods, knowledge, or physical and mental abilities. 
                            Thank you for your advocacy   Holly  
 

LCUSA /Grants : Are you familiar with Hagar Grants?  
 
These grants are funded by and awarded by Ladies of Charity-USA.  They are aimed at helping local associations with pro-
jects that fit with LCUSA’s mission. Grants of up to $1,000 are decided competitively by the LCUSA executive board. As-
sociations can apply every 4 years and the funds are mailed by June 1 st to those selected. Our Buffalo Co-Presidents plan 
on sharing application information regarding these grants with all of our parish groups sometime in February 2026.  
 
Start to think about a project your group might like to submit for funding through a Hagar Grant. 
What a great way to join with LCUSA in helping the marginalized in our communities. 
The following five projects were selected in 2025 nationally: 

ÿ Grant given to purchase new coats for children and hats and gloves for children and adults for 
distribution at local pop-up food pantry. 
ÿ Grant given to take foster or at-risk children (mostly teens) living at a local residential faculty to an 
event at the local arena or ballpark and to purchase stockings or Christmas gifts.  Many of these 
children have never received a stocking or Christmas gift. 
ÿ Grant given to help the Ladies in their ongoing association with Harvest Street Mission.  Harvest 
Street Mission provides meals, clothing, bedding and personal items to homeless and those living 
in shelters.  They  will use the funds to help them provide meals, continuing their ministry in hope 
that they can provide both spiritual and physical nourishment to the mission’s guests, letting them know they mat-
ter and that people care about them. 
ÿ Grant given to help two parishes whose parishioners are immigrants, lack income and live in a 
food desert.  The Ladies will be packing backpacks with food items on Fridays so the families 
have food for the weekends, including meats, produce and canned vegetables. 
ÿ Grant given to purchase Christmas and Easter gifts for the nursing home and homebound 
shut-in of St. Joseph the Worker Parish. 



 

Ladies of Charity Mass Mobs 
 
  Please share your ideas at buffaloladiesofcharity@gmail.com or call the Center 
at 716-895-4001. One of the co-presidents is usually there every business day. We want to hear 
from you. 

 

“Deliciously Good Style” 
 
On September 27th the Ladies of Charity held their 24th Annual Dress for Less Style Show 
at Salvatore’s Crystal and Ballamoré Banquet Room.  
 
A very special thank you to MaryAlice Demler who served as commentator. Her kindness 
and generosity to the Ladies of Charity is very much appreciated. She graciously thanked us 
for  the Ladies of Charity Crucifix presented to her as a new honorary member of the Ladies 
of Charity. 
 
We thank the event's chairs, Susan Ward and Nancy Ortolano as well a the 10 models and all 
of the volunteers who worked at the event and served on our committees, including our pho-
tographer, Ray Milkowski. 
 
The event was very successful for the Ladies of Charity, raising more than $10,000 for our 
programs and ministries.  Thank you to all who attended, volunteered, modeled or donated 



 

 

Photos  
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Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store 
1122 Broadway, Buffalo 

Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM 
(716) 895-4001 

Affordable prices for new or gently used:  
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.  

 

Catholic Charities of Buffalo  
 

Ladies of Charity 
1122 Broadway 
Buffalo, NY  14212 
 

Ladies of Charity a volunteer 
organization of Catholic Charities  
 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is February 4, 2026.  
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie at amhgeorge@gmail.com. 

In Memoriam 
W emembe al  Buffal Ladie o Charit friend wh passe awa ecentl.   

W hono an than the fo thei man Work o Merc towar improvin th live  
o thos livin i povert throughou ou communit: 

 
 Patricia Thomas,  Mary Lou Skorupski 

 Patricia Rizzo,  Emily Bula,  Carol Prowse. 


