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Co-Presidents’ Message:

Rooted in God: The Heart of the Ladies of Charity

For many of us, we were attracted to the Ladies of Charity as a way to serve, to help those
less fortunate than ourselves. But our members find that at some point they receive the call
of the Spirit.

A Lady of Charity becomes a disciple of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac,
who modeled their lives after Christ. Ladies of Charity, like their founders, are rooted in
God. From our sacred foundation, flows everything we do. Our service to those who
are poor, vulnerable and forgotten is not simply an act of kindness — it is a response to
God’s call and an expression of our faith. St. Vincent de Paul reminded us that charity
binds us to God, and it is this bond that gives our work meaning, strength and endurance.

In your relationships with friends, relatives and associates, we ask that you share what
membership in the Ladies of Charity might offer them too: A spiritual home rooted in
faith and prayer, a chance to live the Gospel through action, fellowship with women who
share a heart for service, and opportunities to grow spiritually while serving those in
need. Invite them to discover how faith and charity come together in service - in the
Vincentian tradition: hearts open to God and hands willing to serve.

As Ladies of Charity it is our responsibility to pass on the Vincentian charism entrusted
to us. New members bring new ideas and energy and will ensure our ability to help
those in need at our thrift store or in our other programs is not diminished.

Thank you for your continuing prayers and service. Together we can ensure a lasting lega-
cy of faith and service, rooted in God.

Kathy and Kathleen

Mother Theresa stated: “The fruit of silence is prayer, the fruit of prayer is faith, the fruit of
faith is love, the fruit of love is service, and the fruit of service is peace.”




2025-2026 Board
Ladies of Charity
Diocese of Buffalo, N.Y.

Executive Board

Director Julie Lulek
Co-President Kathy Roseti
Co-President Kathleen Sieracki
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity =~ Mary Ellen Carver
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity Sharon Darisse
VP of Membership Holly Walter
Recording Secretary Peg Kolber
Treasurer Betty Wasielewski
Advisory Board
Assistant Treasurer Barbara Ivancic
Corresponding Secretary Charlene Lajewski
Store Representative Kathy Roseti
Spiritual Moderator/Advocacy Holly Walter

Advisory Board / Project
Committee Chairs:

Fresh Start Leona Prinzbach
Holiday Hope Bags Janice Ferguson
Junior Ladies of Charity Marian Snyder
Basket Raffle MaryAnn Dulski
Scholarships Denise Golpl
Hats & Gloves Mary Ernest
School Backpacks/Supplies Mary Ernest
Baby Bags Nancy Ortolano
Spiritual Kathleen Sieracki, Holly Walter
First Communion Kathleen Sieracki
Style Show Susan Ward
Editor Charity Link /Ebay Ann Marie George

Members at Large
Judy Burd, Mary Carroll,
Diane Sippel, Beverly Sikora.

Committee Members

Historian Marilyn Leslie

Sunshine Mary Ellen Carver
Office Staff

Team Leader Delma Funderburk

Outreach Specialist Denise Watroba

Julie Lulek,
Senior Director,
Catholic Charities of Buffalo

Kathleen Sieracki,
Co-President,
Ladies of Charity Buffalo

Kathy Roseti,
Co-President ,
Ladies of Charity Buffalo

Save the Dates

*** New Date ***
Gift Card Raffle:
May 16, 2026
@ St Leo’s

Mass of Remembrance,
Volunteer Recognition &
Enrollment
April 16,2026
@ St Gregory the Great

Style Show:
September 28, 2026
@ Salvatore’s




Director’s Corner— by Julie Lulek

2025 Christmas Program: A Season of Generosity and Hope

The Ladies of Charity and Catholic Charities partnered once again for the 2025 Christmas Pro-
gram, bringing joy and comfort to children across Western New York during the holiday season.

Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of our members, approximately 155 individuals donated
financially, and many others went a step further by purchasing gifts directly through our Amazon
Wish List, ensuring children received thoughtful, meaningful presents. Your kindness truly made
this program possible.

This season, we were honored to serve 888 children, ages 0—18, living across eight counties of
Western New York. Each child received a main gift, a book, and hats and gloves—items chosen
to bring both happiness and warmth during the winter months.

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to the many volunteers who took gift requests from commu-
nity members and those who helped fill and organize orders. Your time, care, and dedication were
essential to the program’s success. A special note of gratitude goes to Carolyn Stewart, who
stepped in and truly led the charge for the Christmas Program this year. Her leadership and com-
mitment ensured a smooth and impactful season for the families we serve.

On behalf of Catholic Charities and the families throughout Western New York, thank you to eve-
ry Lady of Charity and volunteer who helped make this Christmas brighter for so many children.

With warm regards,

Julie

LOC on eBay: update

LOC has been selling some donated items on eBay for over 18 months now, using some of the donations
received at our Broadway location. We have sold many items, and have raised over $3,380 to support the
many LOC ministries.

There has been a new eBay account established that will help you, our membership, to view our listed items
that we are trying to sell. This new account is owned and managed by Ann Marie, our Charity Link editor.

The name of the account is Just4LOC1122. When on eBay, go to advanced search, look for items listed by
this seller name.

If you are interested in bidding or buying any of the listed items, please contact Ann Marie directly. Email
address for eBay related questions is

And check back on eBay often, as items are added regularly!



mailto:Just4LOC1122@gmail.com

Pictured with Julie Lulek, Delma Funderburk and Kathy Roseti are our friends from the
West Seneca Lions Club who dropped off a trailer full of clothing and footwear from
the clothing drive they held for the ladies of Charity. God Bless them for their support of

our organization and our mission of helping the less fortunate in our community.

Recent Mass Mob:

Msgr. David LiPuma bestowed a special blessing on the Ladies of Charity on January 6, 2026
at Our Lady of Victory National Shrine and Basilica.

Please share your ideas at buffaloladiesofcharity@gmail.com or call the Center at 716-895-4001.

One of the co-presidents is usually there every business day. We want to hear from you.




First Communion Program: Tradition and Innovation

The Ladies of Charity Association (LOC) was established in Buffalo in 1941. The first mention in

our archives of the program assisting children to have proper clothing for their First Communion

is found in a 1960 Courier Express article. That year, members created 267 dresses and veils.

Girls came to the Center (then on Dodge St.) to choose their own dresses, available in a range of sizes.

The Ladies also made underclothing for the girls, and purchased suits for boys and stockings,
prayer books and rosaries for everyone. The director stated that no questions were asked of the families.
All referrals from pastors and other sources were honored.

An internal LOC report of 1984 reported that 160 children had been clothed for First
Communion. The program evolved as society changed.

A 2001 article in the Western New York Catholic reported that the LOC program provided a

$75 voucher to JC Penney’s. After Penney’s discontinued their inventory of Communion clothing,
the program was transferred to the Burlington Coat Factory and was increased to $100 per child.
Parents were required to come to LOC on Broadway and pick up the voucher, and then take it to the
store. This was a barrier for families from outlying areas, or for parents employed during the week.

To remove this barrier, a new program was designed in 2024 allowing families to order the
clothing from Amazon, with LOC paying for it. The clothing may be delivered to a place
convenient for the family. Religious Education Directors are meant to be the liaisons between
the families and LOC. The redesign within the diocese with parishes closing and merging and
sharing staff has made it very difficult to identify and communicate with the proper personnel
at parishes.

We need the help of every Lady of Charity. Please contact the religious education staff at your
parish or parish family and let them know we are ready to assist families in need of help. If you
know a child in the appropriate circumstance, suggest they talk to their teacher, who should
send identifying information for the child and parent/guardian and the parish and the
Communion date to loc@ccwny.org. They may also call 716-895-4001 with questions.

In the last two years, only three children have been referred to us, and we can all be sure there are others
who need help but don’t know about our program.

Please spread the word, and also pray for the success of this important program. The Courier Express
and Western New York Catholic are gone. The world of retail has changed.

.

However, the Ladies of Charity adapt to change and carry on!

Submitted by Kathleen Sieracki
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Holiday Hope Bags 2025 : A Reflection

The following is a reflection of a special day in November when over 90 Ladies of Charity mem-
bers and volunteers gathered to bring hope and a smile to the recipients of each holiday bag.

All items were collected by member groups, church collections, store purchases, and most
importantly, handmade items created with love. Women gathered throughout the year to create that
little something special. As each bag was filled, women were encouraged to think about each recip-
ient and to reflect on the spirit of the deeper meaning of each gift.

As you read the reflection, picture yourself as the recipient:
+ Blanket -I'm loved, I’'m warm

¢+ Towel & Soap -I can keep my body clean and dry or use the holiday dish towels in my kitchen

¢ Greeting Cards & Note paper -I can save money at the store and remind me to take care of
myself & make appointments

+ Hats, Gloves & Scarves -If [ go outside, I’'m prepared for the cold Buffalo winter
¢+ Word Search -playing cards-on cold winter days, I can keep my mind alert and not feel alone
+ Candy tins -sweet treats put a smile on every ones face

+ Hangers -1 can hang my clothes on a beautiful colorful hanger & take pride in the care of my-
self and my clothing. People care about me & help me to hang in there!

+ Handcrafted Card Baskets -each basket helps me to keep things together & what’s inside is
just as special- homemade things-an ornament, a stocking, bookmark, comb, nail clippers, and
more

¢ A note from the ladies, pretty ribbon, and a little crocheted heart -I don’t know these ladies
but I do know I am loved & because of their love and kindness

¢ My holiday will be just a little brighter-a little more hopeful!

Submitted by Beverly Sikora
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.Holiday Hope Bags

Our Holiday Hope Bag ministry is being renamed to Christmas Hope Bags!

Did you enjoy making the tee shirt wrapped hangers or crocheting small hearts or making the
smaller crocheted card baskets ? These items will be included again the 2026 Christmas bags.
This is an excellent project for LOC parish groups to take on and for any of our LOC members
to work on at home. Please consider this!

Do you have ideas or suggestions for these bags?

Questions or need supplies? Call the office at 716-895-4001




“Lots of Clothes” Store :  Journey of Many Locations for our Buffalo Diocese LOC Shop

Many members of our association may not know where our thrift store at 1122 Broadway in down-
town Buffalo got its name. Through local newspaper articles and personal recollections, we learn that
the name was selected to represent the initials of the organization, Ladies Of Charity.

In the early years of the establishment of the LOC Association in Buffalo, it had been reported in
print to have had between 9,000 and 13,000 members. Because many of the newspaper article clip-
pings in our archival scrapbooks do not have the actual printed dates attached, we rely on the original
submissions’ handprinted dates for our records. In 1941, the LOC was founded with its first
“headquarters” set up within the offices of the Catholic Charities (which financed it) at 6 Broadway.
The next three locations were in the “Central Office” at 550 Dodge Street (1957), the Bishop Duffy
Center at 1313 Main Street (1967) and then 531 Virginia Street (1970). According to the Buffalo
Newspaper on February 5, 1974, “a thrift shop aimed at restoring dignity to needy families and
individuals is the latest project of LOC Association.” This move was to 41 Edward Street. “For
months members have been mending, cleaning, and pressing used clothes for the store.” This article
mentions that “during its three decades of existence in the eight county Catholic Charities of Buffalo
the group has distributed tons of free clothing to those who could not afford new apparel.” An idea to
charge a minimal fee for clothing to be selected by the customers themselves was set up to “’help re-
store human dignity,” instead of having them accept a “handout.”

Several other locations followed, perhaps due to the need for more space for store operations. By
1979, the Lots of Clothes stores moved to 746 Main Street, then to 720 Main Street at Virginia Street
before landing at the present 1122 Broadway, dedicated in 1989. This building, which also
accommodates Ladies of Charity business offices, is owned by the LOC organization.

As in years past, the thrift store depends on the generous donations of clothing, accessories and
funding from individuals, church groups and service organizations. The countless hours from people
who volunteer at the LOC Broadway center’s workrooms are ‘priceless’ for the success of keeping
the Vincentian spirit, joy and personal satisfaction of serving others in our communities and beyond.
If you have any recollections or stories regarding any of the many LOC locations, please contact us:
LOC office, Archives --- 716-895-4001. One of our regular customers related that she shopped at a
Main Street store with her mother years ago!

There is always a need for additional volunteers who may be able to give a few hours occasionally or
are interested in a regular commitment to the Lots of Clothes Store, please contact us: LOC office ---
716-895-4001 with inquiries.

Interesting fact: Perhaps you have noticed the statue of St. Vincent de Paul in the store window at
1122 Broadway. It was blessed by Bishop Benincasa at the 531 Virginia Street opening in 1971.

Submitted by Marilyn Leslie, Historian




Junior Ladies of Charity, St Marys Lancaster : Winter Projects

The Jr. Ladies of Charity have stayed busy with various projects throughout the
winter months.

In November, the Juniors wrote letters and attached them to snacks to distribute to veterans
at the VA. They also made crafts for their pen pals at PS #6 and the nuns at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Convent.

In December, the Juniors enjoyed purchasing and wrapping gifts for families at the Buftfalo
Prenatal-Perinatal Network. They also filled stockings with toys, candy, and a letter for
their pen pals.

In January, the Junior Ladies of Charity worked on making fleece tie blankets. These will
be distributed throughout the year. In the new year the Juniors are planning different volun-
teer outings. Over the upcoming school breaks they are hoping to help at the St. Gianna
Pregnancy Outreach Center as well as make a meal at Ronald McDonald House.

By Kate Berger

The JLOC with fleece presents for the The JLOC with their completed
Buffalo Prenatal-Perinatal Network. tie blankets.



LCUSA/Advocacy: Advocacy: Public Policy Updates
From the NYS Catholic Conference

The governor’s budget outline includes a proposal to expand child care assistance and pre-K pro-
grams and proposes to amend the Civil Rights Law to protect sensitive locations (i.e., houses of wor-
ship, schools, hospitals and day care centers) from immigration enforcement without a judicial war-
rant. The Catholic Conference is urging the governor to opt in to the Federal Scholarship Tax Cred-
it,which would allow taxpayers to get a credit of up to $1700 for donations to organizations that help
families with the cost of a broad range of educational programs for their children. Gov. Hochul did
sign the Physician’s Assisted Suicide Bill after the legislature added some agreed upon safeguards.

Pending Federal Legislation

Closing the Meal Gap Act of 2025 would address food insecurity by increasing SNAP benefits and
allocating more funds to those with large medical and housing expenses. Fair Housing Improvement
Act of 2025 would increase access to affordable housing for veterans and low-income families.
Modern WIC Act would codify remote certification and benefit issuance options that have expanded
participation and removed barriers for families before and after the pandemic.

Report on Interim Final Rule regarding religious workers (e.g., foreign born priests): R-1 visa hold-

ers will no longer be required to spend at least one full year outside the U.S. when their visas expire.
Now, the rule will require no minimum time outside the country before they may return on a subse-

quent R-1 visa, provided they meet all other requirements.

East Side Building Fund

The Ladies of Charity Center at 1122 Broadway in Buffalo is 98 years old. While basically sturdy,
updates are needed. With this in mind, our association applied for a grant from the East Side Building
Fund, a consolidated New York State program aiming to revitalize mixed-use commercial districts on
Buffalo’s East Side by providing capital grant funds for targeted buildings and associated site
improvements such as stabilization measures, fagade renovations and interior building upgrades to
commercial and mixed-use buildings.

The program purposes and goals included stimulating economic revitalization of East Side

commercial districts by providing financial incentives for the rehabilitation of traditional commercial
building stock, and supporting owner-occupied, not-for-profit and underrepresented neighborhood-
based businesses to benefit the overall community.

We are excited to report that LOC was one of about 30 successful applicants, from a pool of over

300. Funds may be used for exterior renovations such as new facade, signs, window and masonry
repairs, interior heating/cooling and lighting. LOC will collaborate with the fund administrators
regarding the exact work to be done, but all contracting processing will be handed by the Fund. Projects
will be funded up to $400,000. LOC will match 10%. This is a tremendous step supporting our continued
presence and service at 1122 Broadway.



Catholic Charities of Buffalo — Support the Mission

Our Buffalo association of the Ladies of Charity (LOC) began in 1941 as a volunteer or-
ganization of Catholic Charities Buffalo (CCWNY), assisting CCWNY in their mission
of “Believing all persons are created by God, we (CCWNY) advocate for equity and
justice for all people and empower individuals, children and families to achieve and main-
tain meaningful, healthy and productive lives.”

While our organization (LOC) is financially independent from CCWNY, we could not
function at the same level without the presence of CCWNY employees assigned to our
building (Delma and Denise) and the support and oversight of our director, Julie Lulek,
along with various other CCWNY support personnel.

This support and more of Ladies of Charity programs by CCWNY is a testament to the
positive impact LOC has in partnering with CCWNY to help those who seek assistance
from their organization.

While we do provide a monthly stipend to help reduce CCWNY’s costs, these funds are
minimal compared to CCWNY’s investment. So, if you can, our partners do need ours
and our community’s financial support. Catholic Charities serves individuals and families
facing poverty, homelessness, addiction, hunger and crisis situations. Contributions help
sustain critical programs. This support can help move people from crisis situations to-
ward stability and dignity.

Please consider making a contribution to this year’s Appeal at ccwny.org/donate

Thank you!

Pictured are Sandy Pawlak and Jan Bausch,
who dropped off hundreds socks collected by
the Bergen LOC for our Clothing Referrals.

Thank you so very much!



http://ccwny.org/donate?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEweEhVT0xnTlp3Z3JhMnRJa3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6wUpgRNuxkL66Hutvh7kS-aPEomFNqKMrOcbJqT1aDrjYJtjtYIZcsP1BSww_aem_GZnrmjGyuoDCyCRMuSEODg

World Day of the Poor November 2025

If you are one of the over 90 ladies who joined us for this year’s gathering to fill our Holiday
Hope Bags....thank you! The first photo below shows our donations to the Lackawanna Food
Pantry, with Julie Lulek and the food pantry director Bill Larsen. The ladies were busy not only
filling bags, but also making crafts for the bags.

If you missed this year’s event, please plan on attending next year, all skills and tasks are im-
portant for Ladies of Charity to fill 500 bags for our neighbors in need.




In Memoriam

We remember all Buffalo Ladies of Charity friends who passed away recently. We honor
and thank them for their many Works of Mercy toward improving the lives of those living in
poverty throughout our community:

5‘" =5y
e Alice Werynski. .' b
e Teresa Walkow.
e Miriam Langan. Ladizs of Phasity
Saftale, Far Yark

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is June 18, 2026.
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie at amhgeorge@gmail.com.

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store
1122 Broadway, Buffalo
Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM
(716) 895-4001

Affordable prices for new or gently used:
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.
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