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 Co-Presidents’ Message:      A Tale of Two Kathleens 
 
 In 2018, Kathleen Sieracki’s term as President of the Ladies of Charity of Buffalo was 

ending.  Another member suggested Kathleen (Kathy) Roseti as a successor, and said she should 

be recruited quickly before The Ladies of Charity at St. Gregory’s beat us to the punch and nomi-

nated her as their president. It was good advice and Kathy accepted the challenge. She originally 

agreed to a two-year term as president. She then accepted a second term to help lead us through 

the covid pandemic and to support our new director as Julie Lulek joined us in 2021.  Kathy 

agreed to a third term to lead our hosting of the 2023 Ladies of Charity USA (LCUSA)  National 

Assembly and Kathleen was her co-chair for the successful gathering: Ladies of Charity, We 

Choose Love. In generosity Kathy then accepted a fourth and final term because no one else was 

stepping up. Kathleen, in her ever present dedication and compassion to the organization and to 

those the Ladies of Charity serves offered to help her as co-president.  Kathy Roseti’s zeal and 

discipline have transformed many things about our association, including our store operations, 

communication, and emphasis on spirituality. She asked Kathleen to chair the newly-formed 

Spirituality Committee. Under her leadership we have seen our Vincentian spirituality weaved 

into our events, programs and board decisions. Following the charism of our founder St. Vincent 

de Paul, both women have stressed that Christ is present in both our customers and fellow volun-

teers, and therefore respect and charity to all are expected and required.  One local association 

could not contain Kathy’s virtues and talents, and she will continue her distinguished service on 

the Board of Directors of Ladies of Charity USA. Kathleen plans to continue as a store volunteer. 

 None of this could have been accomplished without the support of our directors, Eileen 

Nowak and Julie Lulek; the Advisory Board; parish groups and individual members; all volun-

teers at the center and at special events; and Catholic Charities staff, especially Delma Funder-

burk and Denise Watroba. It has been a privilege. Thank you to everyone.  Also special thanks 

for unwavering support from John Roseti and Roger Sieracki. 

 



 

 

2025-2026 Board 
Ladies of Charity 

Diocese of Buffalo, N.Y. 
 

Executive Board 
 

Director                                                    Julie Lulek 
Co-President                                          Kathy Roseti 
Co-President                                   Kathleen Sieracki 
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity       Mary Ellen Carver 
Co-VP of Programs/Publicity             Sharon Darisse 
VP of Membership                                Holly Walter 
Recording Secretary                                 Peg Kolber 
Treasurer                                      Betty Wasielewski  
 

 
 

Advisory Board 
 

Assistant Treasurer                          Barbara Ivancic 
Corresponding Secretary            Charlene Lajewski 
Store Representative                             Kathy Roseti 
Spiritual Moderator/Advocacy             Holly Walter 
 

 
Advisory Board / Project  

Committee Chairs: 
 

Fresh Start                                       Leona Prinzbach 
Holiday Hope Bags                          Janice Ferguson 
Junior Ladies of Charity                    Marian Snyder  
Basket Raffle                                  MaryAnn Dulski 
Scholarships                                          Denise Golpl 
Hats & Gloves                                        Mary Ernest 
School Backpacks/Supplies                    Mary Ernest 
Baby Bags                                        Nancy Ortolano 
Spiritual                   Kathleen Sieracki, Holly Walter 
First Communion                           Kathleen Sieracki 
Style Show                                              Susan Ward  
Editor Charity Link /Ebay           Ann Marie George 
  

 

Members at Large  
Judy Burd,  Mary Carroll,   

Diane Sippel, Beverly Sikora.                                                                                                          

 
Committee Members 

Historian                                           Marilyn Leslie 
Sunshine                                     Mary Ellen Carver 

 
 

Office Staff 
Team Leader                              Delma Funderburk                                    
Outreach Specialist                        Denise Watroba 

 

Julie Lulek,  
Senior Director,  
Catholic Charities of Buffalo 

Kathy Roseti,  
Co-President , 
Ladies of Charity Buffalo 

Kathleen Sieracki, 
Co-President, 
Ladies of Charity Buffalo 

Save the Dates 
 
 

Style Show: 
Saturday, 

September 26, 2026 
@ Salvatore’s 



 

 

Celebrating 85 Years of Service  
 

 As the Ladies of Charity of Buffalo celebrate 85 years of service to the Western New York 

community on September 1st, we humbly ask for your prayers and support.  

 Since our founding, generations of dedicated volunteers have answered Christ’s call to 

serve those in need with compassion, dignity, and love. 

 Through changing times and countless challenges, our mission has remained steadfast: to 

bring hope, comfort, and practical assistance to our neighbors, especially those who are most vul-

nerable. This milestone anniversary is an opportunity to give thanks for the many volunteers, do-

nors , and Catholic Charities staff who have made our work possible. 

 Please keep the Ladies of Charity of Buffalo in your prayers as we continue our Vincentian 

mission of service. May God bless our efforts, guide our future, and inspire new generations to 

carry forward this legacy of charity for years to come. 

Director’s Corner– by Julie Lulek 
 

Welcoming Our New President & CEO 

As many of you know, Catholic Charities recently celebrated the retirement of Deacon Steve Schumer, 

whose dedicated leadership guided our agency for many years. We are grateful for his service and the last-

ing impact he has made throughout Western New York. 

 

In March, we welcomed Tony DeSimone as the new President & CEO of Catholic Charities. Tony brings 

fresh energy, a wealth of experience, and a strong commitment to serving our communities. We are excited 

to work alongside him as he leads the agency into its next chapter. 

 

Over the coming months, Tony looks forward to learning more about the many programs and ministries 

that make Catholic Charities such a vital resource across Western New York. As part of this effort, he will 

be visiting the agency's 50 programs and 50 locations throughout the region, meeting staff, volunteers, and 

community partners along the way.  We are especially excited for Tony to learn more about the Ladies of 

Charity and the incredible work our members do every day to support individuals and families in need.  

 

Please join us in welcoming Tony to the Catholic Charities family. 

 

Warm Regards,      

 Julie  



 

 

Congratulations and Welcome to our new Co-Presidents of the Buffalo 
Association of the Ladies of Charity: Mary Ellen Carver & Sharon Darisse! 

 
Sisters Mary Ellen Carver and Sharon Darisse’s mother, Evvy Schulz,  was also a member of the Ladies of Charity.  
Evvy, who joined the Ladies of Charity in 1971, was instrumental in establishing the first thrift store on Virginia Street, and 
held the position of Diocesan Program Director for several years.  Sharon shares that her mother often spoke on the history and 

structure of LOC. Their mother died suddenly in 1979, leaving Sharon and Mary Ellen and their other sisters a tremendous 
legacy of service. Their sister Tina is also a Lady of Charity who regularly volunteers at our thrift store. They are 
all happy that they can continue to volunteer. 
 
Sharon has been a member of the Ladies of Charity for the past 10-15 years. She is married to Rick and has two 
daughters and five grandchildren. Sharon is a retired paralegal. Her husband was born in Quebec, and they like to 
visit with his family each summer in a small village north of Quebec City on the. St. Lawrence River. Sharon has 
been singing with the Buffalo Choral Arts Society for over 40 years, which is one of her passions along with volun-
teering with Ladies of Charity.  
 
Mary Ellen has been married to John for 52 years.  They have two sons and a 
daughter who are married and they have 12 grandchildren who all reside in 
WNY.  Mary Ellen is retired from Canisius University, working 37 years for the 
dean of the business school. Mary Ellen volunteers at LOC and KENTON 
Meals on Wheels. 
 
We thank them for their dedication to the Ladies of Charity mission, and look 
forward to their leadership in the coming months! 

Ladies of Charity Gift Card Raffle 
 
The annual Gift Card Raffle, Basket Raffle and Split Club Event was held at St. Leo the Great Parish Center on 
Saturday, May 16. We raffled off 10 rounds of 5 prizes each for gift cards donated by many businesses and also 
from our Ladies of Charity parish organizations and individuals.  
 
There were over 80 beautiful baskets to take your chances on.   Over 115 people attended.   Split club tickets were 
also sold and half the proceeds were shared with four lucky winners.  
 
Our Ladies of Charity organization realized a net profit of over $7,800! 
What a success!  
 
Many thanks to all our Ladies who volunteered that day, with a special 
thanks to our Junior Ladies and their advisors who manned the kitchen. 
Thank you also to St. Leo’s Parish for the use of their Parish Center and to 
Giovanna Ferraina from St. Leo’s, 
who assisted us in the preparation and 
set up of the lovely room.  Giovanna 
feels a bond with LOC since her 
mother was LOC Diocesan President 
from 1975 to 1976. 



 

 

 

 

 

St. Louise de Marillac Volunteer Recognition Award 
 
This award recognizes Ladies of Charity who have displayed exemplary service through their significant contribu-
tions of time, talent and treasure in service to the Western New York community while displaying St. Louise’s vir-
tues and caring character. Our FY 25-26 Award Recipients, along with some excerpts from their nomination. 
 
Ann Marie George—Immaculate Conception, East Aurora 
Ann Marie George serves the Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity in a great variety of ways, with zeal and also with 
great humility.” “She administers an eBay account on our behalf.” “Ann Marie plans the layout for the Charity Link. 
She accepts articles and photos from a variety of sources and assembles them into a coherent and attractive 
publication.  Ann Marie and her husband Ron have also been very generous donors to LOC. Their donation of a hand 
towel for each Holiday Hope Bag one year inspired the collection of bath towels from all members in future years, 
which have enhanced the gift bags tremendously.” 
 
Leona Prinzbach – St. Amelia, Tonawanda 
Leona works tirelessly above and beyond many hours in the Fresh Start program. I volunteered along with and under 
her guidance in the program for many years. Her friendly and efficient approach to the needs of all the referred cli-
ents is ‘contagious’ for volunteers who strive to keep up with her! “When her car drives up to the door at the 
Center, Leona usually has a full carload of goods for our Fresh Start and other programs collected from the Outreach 
Room at St. Amelia’s Parish.  Perhaps Leona’s most treasured characteristic is her amazing ability to bring comfort 
and companionship to people who need extra attention in hospital or nursing home settings. St. Louise must be proud 
of our own Lady who brings loving charity, as well as sincere hope to others with simplicity as only her own unique 
personality can deliver.” 
 
Cheri Sheridan – St. Brigid’s, Bergen 
“Cheri organizes the Dress-a-Girl sewing day from beginning to end. Everything from promotion, to booking the par-
ish center, to making sure we have t-shirts and material for the skirts, sewers, embellishers, and yarn doll makers. She 
also coordinates the distribution of the dresses, whether locally or overseas.   She is responsible for the organization 
of our Christmas ministry. She double checks the names and addresses of shut-ins in our parish community and those 
in need of a “friendly visit.”  Cheri started and continues to chair the Share-a-Yarn ministry at our church where we 
knit/crochet prayer shawls, baptismal blankets, pocket prayer squares, winter hats, scarves, mittens, chemo caps, 
twiddle muffs and more for needs in our surrounding area.” 
 
Kathleen Roseti – St. Gregory the Great, Williamsville 
“Now in her eight year as president of the Diocese of Buffalo Ladies of Charity, Kathy’s zeal and discipline have 
transformed many things about our association, including the store operations.  Following the charism of our founder 
St. Vincent de Paul, Kathy has stressed that Christ is present in both our customers and fellow volunteers, and there-
fore respect and charity to all are expected and required.” 



 

 

  

 

 

The Importance of Paying LOC Dues  
                                                 by Holly Walter   Membership Vice President 
 

Every year we collect annual dues from all of our members here in the Diocese of Buffalo. 
Our financial year runs from July 1st of the current year to June 30th of the following year. 
Often members wonder why we collect dues for a volunteer organization. Dues payments 
certainly aren't spiritual and often we wonder why we have to pay when we already serve 
the people in our parishes, communities, and in the diocese.  
 
Dues are important because of all the services we provide through our thrift store on Broad-
way in Buffalo and the upkeep of that aging building. They also provide the financial means 
to run a National Office of the Ladies of Charity of the United States of America (LCUSA). 
They also provide funds for specific projects that both LCUSA and our diocese undertake 
Some of our dues are sent to LCUSA ($15.00) but most stay right here in the Diocese of 
Buffalo.  
 
It is very important that we pay our annual dues in a timely manner so that all our ministries 
are able to continue. It is very difficult today to serve others without the necessary funds to 
do so. It also helps when we send in our membership renewal forms promptly so that we 
can keep an accurate account of our membership. Your prompt return of the form with your 
annual dues is a great help in the planning and implementation of all our ministries.  
 
Even St. Vincent and st. Louise couldn't operate their ministries without the initial funds to 
do so. Maybe we aren't from a wealthy family like St. Louise, but we can continue to sup-
port the ministries and service we provide for the "least among us." 
 
Thank You and Bless You for your Generosity. 

. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mass of Enrollment: 
In May of 2026 at St Gregory the Great, offi-
ciant Father Leon Biernat:  
some of our new members being enrolled  
and a group photo on the opposite page. 



 

 

Junior Ladies of Charity, St Marys Lancaster :  Spring Projects  
 

 The Jr. Ladies of Charity continued to stay busy with various projects throughout the 
spring.  
 In February, the Jr. Ladies made Valentine’s gifts for their Pen Pals at PS #6 as well 
as the nuns at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Convent. During their February break, the Jr. 
Ladies took a trip to the St. Gianna Pregnancy Outreach Center. The girls spent the morn-
ing organizing items, restocking shelves and putting together baby outfits.  
 In March, the Jr. Ladies made Easter gifts for the nuns at the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Convent. They also put together a gift basket of outdoor toys and activities for their 
Pen Pals at PS #6. Over their Easter break, the Jr. Ladies officers went to Ronald McDon-
ald House to make a meal. They made “breakfast for dinner” and got a tour of the Ronald 
McDonald House.  
 In May, the Jr. Ladies spent time making teacher appreciation gifts for the teachers at 
St. Mary’s Elementary School as well as the faith formation teachers. They also got to 
spend an afternoon with their Pen Pals. The Jr. Ladies met their Pen Pals and spent time 
playing together at the playground. In June, the Jr. Ladies made Father’s Day gifts for the 
men at Elderwood and summer gifts for the nuns at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Con-
vent.  
 They will conclude their year with a bake sale the last weekend in June. 
 The Jr. Ladies are excited to continue their volunteer work in September! 
 
By Kate Berger 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

LCUSA/Advocacy:  Advocacy: Public Policy Updates 

NYS Catholic Conference  
The Conference is in support of legislation that would protect the rights of non-public school stu-
dents who are disabled and allow parents full information regarding services available for their chil-
dren.  Another bill in the state legislature would allow the parents of nonpublic school disabled stu-
dents to seek impartial hearings regarding the implementation of Individualized Education Service 
Plans. The Catholic Conference supports both of these bills.  
Please contact http://www.nycatholic.org for more information. 
 
An update on the HEAP Cooling Assistance Program states that eligible citizens are entitled to up 
to $600.00 for a fan or air conditioner including installation. Please call 518-455-2225 to see if you 
qualify or if you know someone who qualifies. 
 
Federal Legislation 
Senior Hunger Protection Act-this legislation would expand SNAP benefits to all beneficiaries, sim-
plify the SNAP application for seniors and people with disabilities, and expand SNAP food delivery 
options 
 
Universal School Meals Program would eliminate all school meal debt and provide free breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner meals. In addition, it would encourage schools to buy food from local farmers and 
provide meals for students during the summer months. It would also expand and strengthen the 
Child and Adult Care Food Program. 
 
Social Security Caregiver Credit Act has been reintroduced in Congress, and this would allow eligi-
ble caregivers to earn Social Security retirement credits while they are providing unpaid care to 
their dependent family members. Please contact your Federal representatives in Congress. 
 
From AARP 
Protect Older Workers Against Discrimination Act and Protect Older Job Applicants Act. This legisla-
tion which is supported by AARP would advocate for fair hiring and workplace practices and protect 
older workers from discrimination. 
 
Other federal legislation that is supported by the US Catholic Conference of Bishops (USCCB) 
deals with protecting victims of human trafficking and gangs, and advancing the Medicare coverage 
for those suffering from Alzheimer's (ASAP ACT) and blood tests for those in the early stages.  
 

Please contact your federal representatives.                 Thank You for Your Advocacy. 

http://www.nycatholic.org/


 

Communication Skills: 

 



 

 

Membership Growth in our LOC Groups 
 
                                                  By Holly Walter,  Vice President of Membership 
 
     As a follow-up to last year's membership drive I have a few other suggestions designed to gain mem-
bership in all of our LOC groups in Western New York. Our division into "Families" of parishes has com-
plicated our recruitment efforts but presents a lot of opportunities if we are willing to work at it. 
     Last year it was suggested to have a "meet and greet" to invite prospective new members in your par-
ish family to check out Ladies of Charity as a possible volunteer organization to join. This is an excellent 
way to introduce parishioners to what Ladies of Charity does. I know personally that this suggestion does 
work if implemented and carried through properly. But what are some other ways to draw ladies into your 
group?  
     Ask a friend is also a good way to recruit new members. Ladies in your parish or friends you know can 
become interested in joining if you explain to them just what we do and why. Often this is an underrated 
method of recruitment, but I have seen it work personally and have used it with success myself. 
     Another must is to advertise your meetings in your parish or family of parishes bulletin. Ladies who 
may have heard of you or witnessed your activities will know then when and where you meet. 
     Advertise your parish or family of parishes activities in the bulletin the same way. Make your group 
"visible" so that parishioners see what you are doing. Include your participation in church or family of 
parishes activities. 
     Above all, remember that we are a religiously based organization that follows the charism and teach-
ings of St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac. Others will observe our goodwill and concern for 
the less fortunate in our communities and perhaps be more willing to join us. We are not just another vol-
unteer group but are dedicated to serving Christ and others in everything we do. 
     In the next Charity Link, I will talk about the importance of having a spiritual moderator in your group 
and how you can go about obtaining one. In the meantime, happy recruiting. 
 
                                                     Yours in Humility, Simplicity, and Charity 
                                                      Holly 

Broadway Beautification Project: 
 
Sometimes little things make big statements, and that is exactly what 
our new little flower garden box in front of our store and offices on 
Broadway has done. 
 
Joe Rizzo of Catholic Charities, volunteer Walter Wilson, along with 
Kathleen Sieracki of the Buffalo Ladies of Charity, coordinated to 
make a flower planter come to life.  It took a lot of muscle and hard 
work to clean out the tall grasses and weeds around the tree and plant 
new flowers.   
 
Thank you Joe, Walter and Kathleen! 



 

Ladies of Charity “Lots of Clothes” Thrift Store 
1122 Broadway, Buffalo 

Open Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 2 PM 
(716) 895-4001 

Affordable prices for new or gently used:  
clothing, jewelry, books, shoes, toys and seasonal items.  

 

Catholic Charities of Buffalo  
 

Ladies of Charity 
1122 Broadway 
Buffalo, NY  14212 
 

Ladies of Charity a volunteer 
organization of Catholic Charities  
 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Charity Link is October 15, 2026.  
Please e-mail items to: Ann Marie at amhgeorge@gmail.com. 

In Memoriam 

We remember all  Buffalo Ladies of Charity friends who passed away recently.  We honor 
and thank them for their many Works of Mercy toward improving the lives of those living in 
poverty throughout our community: 

 Jewel Lukasz 
 Carmela ‘Dolly’ Teichmann 
 Irene Schwemmer 

  


